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Disclaimer

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s reports have been derived from various
internal and external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime
stakeholders, agencies and open sources. The report aims to undertake analysis
of incidents by establishing trends and anomalies to ensure safety and security
of mariners and seafarers. While due care and effort has been taken to ensure
veracity of data, due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of
information contained therein. The positions of incidents depicted in some
cases may be approximate or indicative. IFC-IOR requests and seeks
assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to undertake
accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis so as to build a comprehensive
picture of existing threats in the maritime domain. The information contained
in the report and the analysis thereon, is not reflective of the views of the
Government of India or Indian Navy in any manner.
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293 incidents comprising piracy and armed
robbery (23), contraband smuggling (86), illegal
unreported and unregulated fishing (59),

irregular human migration (15), maritime
incidents (105) and marine environment
pollution (05) were monitored in Feb 25.

Piracy and Armed Robbery 23 incidents of piracy
and armed robbery (actual and attempted) were
monitored in Feb 25, compared to 17 in the
previous month. Of the 23 incidents, the majority
(13 incidents) were reported in Philip Channel,
which has witnessed an increasing number of
incidents since Nov 24. Two incidents of Hijack
were witnessed off the coast of Somalia.

incidents  of
monitored in

Contraband Smuggling 86
contraband smuggling were
Feb 25, compared to 71 in Jan 25.

IUUREISTING 59 1UU fishing incidents
were recorded in Feb 25, compared to 78 in Jan 25.
85 fishing vessels were seized and 404 fishermen
were apprehended.

PIRACY & ARMED CONTRABAND IRREGULAR HUMAN MARITIME SECURITY MARINE ENVIRONMENT
ROBBERY SMUGGLING MIGRATION THREATS(HYBRID) POLLUTION

99

CYBER SECURITY
THREATS
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Irregular Human Migration 15 incidents were
recorded in Feb 25, compared to 26 in Jan 25. lllegal
migration through maritime routes maintained a
consistent low.

eniime (Dellends 105 maritime incidents were
recorded by the Centre in Feb 25, compared to 124 in
Jan 25. Incidents involving mechanical failures,
MEDEVAC, grounding, capsizing and sinking of
vessels were the frequently reported incidents.

Maritime Security Threats (Hybrid) Nil incident
was recorded during this month.

Marine Environment Polluilen Five incidents
were recorded during this month.
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Peculiar Incident

On 20 Feb 25, Malaysia authorities thwarted an attempted sea theft on an uncrewed
oil rig off Terengganu, Malaysia. Seven suspects were apprehended trying to steal
materials such as cut cables, batteries and food containers.
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Significant Incidents

*+ On 06 Feb 25, a hijack was reported onboard a passenger vessel with 22 persons which was
operating in the Bonny River, Nigeria. Reportedly, an unknown number of perpetrators kidnapped
13 persons. Vessels operating in the Bonny River remain vulnerable to attacks and hijacks. In
2024, the centre had monitored four such incidents (03 Hijacks and one Attack) in same area.

* On 07 Feb 25, the dhow AL-NAJMA NO. 481 was hijacked off Eyl, Somalia. Reportedly, six
perpetrators hijacked the vessel and took crew members as hostage. The vessel and the crew was
later released on 13 Feb 25 where the perpetrators escaped on two skiffs with personal belongings.

* On 17 Feb 25, the Yemen-flagged fishing vessel SAYTUN-2 with five crew members was hijacked
by six armed perpetrators off Garmaal, Somalia.

IEC-IOR Comments

The recent hijacks of fishing dhows present the possibility of these vessels being utilised as motherships
by pirates to launch attacks on the high seas. Vessels transiting through the region (Gulf of Aden and
Indian Ocean) are adviced to exercise caution.

Piracy and Armed Robbery trends in South East Asia

The Centre has observed an ascending trend with regard to Piracy and Armed Robbery incidents in
South East Asia. The Phillip Channel in particular has recorded a two-fold increase in the number of
incidents since Nov 24 compared to previous months. The graph below represents the monthly trend of
incidents over the past 14 months.

m Total W Actual
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West Asia

In a significant incident, Saudi Arabian authorities seized 11,108,998 pills of amphetamine
on 05 Feb 25. The contraband was hidden inside a food shipment at King Abdul Aziz
Seaport, Saudi Arabia.

Smuggling of Weapon Components. Yemen authorities seized an undetermined quantity of
weapons in Al-Mahra Province on 06 Feb 25 and intercepted a dhow carrying undetermined
quantities of missile components, drones, radars, jamming systems and communications gear
in a container in the Red Sea on 12 Feb 25.



CONTRABAND

South Asia

In two separate incidents, Sri Lankan authorities seized 496 kg and 1,218 kg of dried ginger,
which had been smuggled from a foreign country.

Feb 25 saw a peak in Yaba seizures (Methamphetamine), with four separate incidents
amounting to a total of 510,000 pills. All the seizure operations were carried out by
Bangladesh authorities at Teknaf and St. Martin's Island, the southernmost parts of the
country. The contraband was suspected to have been smuggled by sea from a foreign country.

East Africa. In line with the Jan 25 MMSU prediction that the Mozambique Channel could
be used as a drug smuggling route, a major drug smuggling effort was busted by French
authorities on 13 Feb 25. During the incident, an unflagged dhow carrying 600 kg of
methamphetamine and 96 kg of heroin was seized in the northern Mozambique Channel.

Southeast Asia

On 06 Feb 25, Philippine authorities apprehended five suspects and seized 405 kg of
methamphetamine hidden in 58 boxes inside a container at Manila Harbour. In another
significant incident on 07 Feb 25, Indonesian authorities apprehended four suspects and
seized two boats carrying 135 kg of methamphetamine in Aceh, Indonesia. In both incidents,
the contraband were suspected to have been smuggled by sea from a foreign country.

Apart from drugs, a total of 14 fuel smuggling attempts were busted by the authorities of
Malaysia, Vietnam, Thailand, and the Philippines in Feb 25, amounting to a total of
512,756 liters of fuel.
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East Africa. Of the five incidents in East Africa, three were migration attempts to Mayotte
wherein 135 migrants from Comoros were rescued/ apprehended. Mauritius
authorities reported two incidents of stowaways accounting for seven persons. A 17%
decrease was noted from Jan 25 to Feb 25, while a 37% drop has been observed from Feb 24

to Feb 25.

West Asia. In Feb 25, there was a significant decrease of 83% in the number of incidents
primarily of African origin, attempting to reach Oman compared to Jan 25. Only one
incident, akin to Feb 24, was monitored in Feb 25.

Southeast Asia. In Feb 25, Indonesia reported eight incidents of IHM, a 50%
decrease compared to Jan 25. A 14% increase was observed in Feb 25
compared to Feb 24. It has been observed that the smugglers are using innovative

ways to deceive the authorities: -

« Advance parties scouted before boats carrying migrants moved. (One Incident)
- Legitimate airport entry into the country followed by illegal sea exit. (Two Incidents)

South Asia. In Feb 25, India authorities apprehended three irregular migrants from Oman off
St. Marys Island, Karnataka, attempting to re-enter the country illegally by sea.
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Malaysia reported the highest number of incidents (18), leading to the seizure of
1020 kg of fish, along with apprehension of 21 boats and 79 fishermen. Philippines authorities seized a
fish catch with seizure value of USD 20,793.

On 22 Feb 25, the Royal Thai Navy had a collision with a foreign fishing vessel in an enforcement mission.
The fishing vessel was trying to flee from the contested area when she made a hard turn and rammed the side
of the Royal Thai Navy Ship.
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Violent Confrontations. On 16 Feb 25, off Tanjung Bin, Malaysia, a crew member fell
overboard during a scuffle with law enforcement officers aboard a Marshall Islands flagged
merchant vessel. On 17 Feb 25, in Selangor, Malaysia, authorities apprehended a crew member
from a passenger boat operating without valid documents after a tense confrontation.

Unsafe Migration. On 13 Feb 25, a fishing boat with 15 passengers sank off Tolitoli, Indonesia in a
failed migration attempt, though all passengers were rescued. On 19 Feb 25, another fishing boat
capsized off Tanjung Kalian Port, Indonesia, with four passengers on board, further highlighting the
dangers of unsafe migration by sea.

Fire. On 27 Feb 25, a fire was reported onboard an Indonesian fishing vessel HADIL ABADI 28,
500 nm South of Sri Lanka. ELEEN ARMONIA, a Bulgarian flagged vessel rescued all 34 fishermen
from the distressed vessel and assisted in fire fighting. However, the distressed vessel had to be
abandoned at sea as it was deemed not suitable for towing.




Region | Region Il

Region 11

Region IV

Region I: Arabian Sea (AS). March is the first month of pre-monsoon season and fair weather is
likely to prevail over most parts of the sea area. Semi-permanent high-pressure cells over the Arabian
Sea are a characteristic feature of the month. Thunderstorm activity over sea area are likely to start
in the second half of the month and the occurrence would increase gradually till the onset of
Southwest Monsoon. Formation of any cyclonic storm over the Arabian Sea is unlikely in this month.

Region I1: Bay of Bengal. Fair weather w o u | d generally prevail over most parts of the Bay of
Bengal. Possibility of formation of tropical cyclones is likely to be low. Due to the northward
shifting of Intertropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ), a few disturbances are likely to be seen South of the
Bay of Bengal. The mean SST in the Bay of Bengal is likely to be between 26 to 27°C. Calm to
smooth sea is likely over most parts of the Bay of Bengal.

Region I11: Southeast Asia. The average pressure distribution at mean sea level is likely to vary
between 02 - 04 hpa from North to South. In general, isolated localised thunderstorms/ showers
over Sumatra island and Straits of Malacca are | ikely to occur due to convective activity over the
region. The swell waves are likely to be NE direction with 0.5 — 1.5 m height and SST between
28° - 29°C is likely to be observed. Tropical cyclones are likely to be least frequent in the month of
March but can rarely originate as remnants from west Pacific systems.

Region IV: South Indian Ocean. The MSLP over central parts of the Southern IOR is likely to about
1020 hpa which would gradually decrease outwards. High-pressure area would shift towards the
west and is generally likely to be in-between 30°- 40°S and 60°-120°E. Tropical disturbances are
likely to be rare during the autumn months in south IOR.



ViSit of Spain delegation led by Brig Gen Paulino Garcia Diego
Special Advisor on Defence Diplomacy to the Secretary General of
Defence Policy - 06 Feb 25

INFORMATION FUSION CENTRE
INDIAN OCEAN REGION (IFC-10R)

V|5|t of 44 member delegatlon from the Indone5|an Armed Forces
and Staff College (SESKO TNI) led by Cmde Johanes Djanarko
Wibowo, Commander of the Course Corps - 24 Feb 25
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