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Disclaimer

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s reports have been derived from various
internal and external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime
stakeholders, agencies and open sources. The report aims to undertake analysis
of incidents by establishing trends and anomalies to ensure safety and security
of mariners and seafarers. While due care and effort has been taken to ensure
veracity of data, due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of
information contained therein. The positions of incidents depicted in some
cases may be approximate or indicative. IFC-IOR requests and seeks
assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to undertake
accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis so as to build a comprehensive
picture of existing threats in the maritime domain. The information contained
in the report and the analysis thereon, is not reflective of the views of the
Government of India or Indian Navy in any manner.
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313 incidents recorded in Mar 25, marking a
07% increase, compared to 293 in Feb 25. All
categories witnessed an increase in the number
of incidents.

Piracy and Armed Robbery 28 incidents of piracy
and armed robbery (actual and attempted) were
monitored in Mar 25, compared to 23 in Feb 25.
The Gulf of Guinea witnessed several incidents,
including the hijack of MV Bitu River and
attacks on fishing and passenger vessels. Off
Somalia, a Yemen-flagged fishing vessel was
hijacked, marking the third such incident in the
area this year. Meanwhile, Southeast Asia saw a
continued rise in piracy and armed robbery, with
18 incidents reported near the Phillip Channel
and Singapore Strait.

Contraband Smuggling 88 incidents of
contraband smuggling were monitored in
Mar 25, compared to 86 in Feb 25. 26 incidents
of drug seizures were reported across West,
South, and Southeast Asia, including large
quantities of hashish, heroin, methamphetamine,
and Captagon pills.

Irregular Human Migration 18 incidents were
recorded, compared to 15 in Feb 25. Notable
IHM incidents in March 2025 included

capsizing of three boats off Yemen, leaving 215
missing, and two boats off Djibouti, causing two
deaths.

Wierime Inelilsnis 124 maritime incidents were
recorded by the Centre in Mar 25, compared to 105
in Feb 25. MEDEVACs (34) were the most
frequent maritime incidents in Mar 24, with
majority reported off Mauritius.

00 Felimg 53 incidents were recorded in
Mar 25, compared to 59 in Feb 25.
69 fishing vessels were seized and 319 fishermen
were apprehended. Notably, in 18 poaching
incidents, Australian authorities seized 18 foreign
fishing vessels and apprehended 136 fishermen.

Marine Environment Pollution One incident of
maritime environment pollution was reported in
Mar 25, involving an oil spill off the Malang Rapat
Coast, Indonesia.

Cyber Security Threat One incident was reported in
Mar 25, wherein multiple vessels experienced GPS
interference between the Gulf of Oman and Strait
of Hormuz on 10 Mar 25.
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PIRACY AND
ARMED ROBBERY

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS

e Gulf of Guinea

* On 17 Mar 25, the Panama-flagged asphalt tanker BITU RIVER (IMO: 9918133) was boarded
by armed pirates approximately 38 nm SE of Santo Anténio, S&o Tomé. Ten crew members—
seven Indians and three Romanians—were abducted. The pirates later released the vessel on 18
Mar 25.

» On 27 Mar 25, seven armed perpetrators boarded and kidnapped three crew members from the
Ghana-flagged fishing vessel MENG XIN 1 after firing warning shots off Ghana. Reportedly, all
three crew members were later found safe on 31 Mar 25. This is the second piracy incident
involving a Chinese fishing vessel in recent months.

* On 28 Mar 25, four armed perpetrators hijacked a passenger boat carrying 15 passengers on
the Bonny River, Nigeria. Reportedly, law enforcement officers pursued the perpetrators, who
managed to escape. The boat was later abandoned and recovered. All 15 passengers were
rescued. Passenger vessels plying the Bonny River remain vulnerable, with four incidents
monitored in 2024. This is the second such incident in 2025, the previous one occurring on
06 Feb 25, when 13 of 22 persons onboard were kidnapped.

» East Africa

 Incidents off Somalia. In the third incident of hijacking off Somalia this year, the Yemen-
flagged fishing vessel AL HIDAYA 1 with seven crew members onboard was hijacked on
16 Mar 25 by 7 - 8 perpetrators off Durdura, Somalia. The perpetrators later abandoned the
vessel, and no ransom was paid.

» Southeast Asia

 The upward trend of piracy and armed robbery incidents in proximity of the Phillip Channel and
Singapore Strait continued in Mar 25, with 18 incidents reported during the month.

Trend of Incidents - Phillip Channel/ Singapore Strait
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West Asia

On 08 Mar 25, HMS LANCASTER (operating under CTF 150) seized 319 kg of heroin and 83 kg of
methamphetamine in Arabian Sea.

On 10 Mar 25, Saudi authorities seized 1,364,706 Captagon pills hidden inside a shipment of air
conditioners at Al-Batha Port, Saudi Arabia.

On 12 Mar 25, Egyptian authorities seized two boats off Egypt, carrying 34,750 bundles of hashish
and 365 rolls of hydro drugs.

South Asia

* On 18 Mar 25, Pakistan authorities seized 1,864 kg of hashish and 7.2 kg of heroin off Jiwani,

Pakistan.

* On 31 Mar 25, an IN Warship operating jointly with Combined Task Force (CTF) 150 seized 2,386

kg of hashish and 121 kg of heroin in Western Indian Ocean.
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South East Asia

» Philippine authorities reportedly intercepted multiple smuggling attempts involving
methamphetamine and illicit tobacco products which included following: -

* Methamphetamine worth USD 14.26 million (approx.) at Calapan Port on
21 Mar 25.

» Seven tobacco smuggling incidents involving over 600 master cases of cigarettes and
309,650 vape products, collectively valued at over USD 7.2 million.

» Thailand authorities seized 321,490 e-cigarettes, with a total estimated value of USD 1,631,524.

IFC-IOR Comments: - A total of over 448 kgs of Heroin seizures by authorities from India and
Pakistan as well as CMF, suggests a possible rise in heroin smuggling in the region.

z - INS TARKASH
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» West Asia. In Mar 25, there was a significant increase in IHM incidents in West Asia compared to
Feb 25. Seven IHM incidents were reported off the coast of Yemen, while two incidents were
reported in Oman. Notably, in two failed IHM incidents off Yemen on 07 Mar 25, three boats
capsized and 215 persons were reported missing.

» East Africa. Of the five incidents reported in East Africa, four involved attempted migrations to
Mayotte, where 285 migrants from Comoros were rescued/ apprehended. Notably, in one failed
incident off Djibouti on 07 Mar 25, two boats capsized and two migrants lost their lives.

» South Asia. One incident of IHM was reported off Bangladesh on 22 Mar 25, wherein a boat with
an unknown number of migrants capsized and five individuals lost their lives (one law enforcement
officer also lost his life during the rescue operation).

« South East Asia. The region accounted for three incidents of IHM reported by Indonesia
authorities.

4 )

IEC-10R Comments: - The IHM incidents off Yemen and Djibouti indicate unsafe practices used in

Gulf of Aden leading to increase in fatalities. The trend also corroborates the fact that Djibouti and

Yemen serve as key transit points for IHM from Africa to the Middle East.

- J




MONTHLY COMPARISON m 2024 = 2025
81 ; 54 i 74 52 - 50 46
l | - 1 sl 0 &
Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

60 56 59

Suh Category Overview
Feb-25 Mar-25
FISHING
VESSELS

- 24 M
IUU Fishing-
Poachin
) 23 61

|

IUU Fishing-Local IUU Fishing-Poaching

o 35
IUU Fishing-

Local
30

Fishing Vessel Fishing Vessel
= Fishermen = Fishermen



REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION 4 © Feb-25 =Mar-25

40 3g 40
o 17
7
1 3 ° 1 1 6 .
West Asia East Africa South Asia South East Asia

m Fishing Vessel = Fishermen

211
88
5 20 15 40
0 0
—

West Asia East Africa South Asia Southeast Asia

Poaching off Australia Coast. The trend of illegal fishing off northern and northwestern Australia
has continued into 2025, following 179 incidents recorded in the previous year. In Mar 25 alone,
Australia authorities apprehended 18 foreign fishing vessels and 136 fishermen engaged in
poaching activities within Australian waters. These vessels were found with marine resources such
as fish, shark, and trepang.

Incidents off Malaysia. Malaysia authorities recorded 14 local 1UU incidents, apprehending 38
fishermen (28 foreign fishermen) and seized 10 fishing vessels. The majority of violations
involved fishing without valid documents, use of illegal gear (notably over 199 sets of dragon
bubu nets) and operations in prohibited areas. One case of blast fishing was also reported. The
estimated value of seized items exceeded USD 3,500. These incidents indicate robust surveillance
and reporting mechanisms adopted by Malaysia.
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» Capsizing of Passenger Vessels in Gulf of Aden. On 07 Mar 25, three separate capsizing incidents
were reported (two off Yemen and one off Djibouti), which resulted in loss of four lives and 215
persons were reported missing. These incidents underscore the continued trend of high fatalities
associated with illegal maritime migration in the Gulf of Aden.




» Collisions_in_Southeast Asia. All recorded incidents of collision in Mar 25 were reported in
Southeast Asia. Significant incidents are as follows: -

* On 04 Mar 25, a collision between a law enforcement vessel and the Malaysia flagged fishing
vessel SLFA 4498 was reported off Tanjung Balai Asahan, Indonesia. Reportedly, the fishing
vessel collided with law enforcement vessel while attempting to escape and subsequently sank.
All five crew members from the fishing vessel were rescued by Indonesia authorities.

* On 12 Mar 25, a collision between a tugboat and a fishing vessel was reported in Malaysian
waters which led to the death of three fishermen.

* On 25 Mar 25, a collision between a bulk carrier and a tugboat occurred in the Philippines,
resulting in the capsizing of tugboat and death of two crew members.

« MEDEVACs by Mauritius_Authorities. MEDEVACs (34) were the most frequent maritime

incidents in Mar 25. Notably, 12 incidents (35%) occurred off Mauritius, likely due to increased
traffic re-routed around the Cape of Good Hope.

Collision between Law Enforcement Vessel and Fishing Vessel SLFA 4498
(Pic Courtesy: - https://www.tnial.mil.id)




Region | Region 11

Region 11

Region IV

APR

Region I: Arabian Sea (AS). April is considered as a representative month of the pre-monsoon
season and is known for weather associated with convective activity. Depressions or storms are likely
to be absent in the Arabian Sea during April. No low-pressure systems have formed over the Arabian
Sea in the last 30 years (1989-2018) during April. The sea surface temperature is likely to be 26°-28°C
over the north Arabian Sea and gradually increase southwards upto 30°C. The average pressure
distribution at mean sea level is likely to be of the order of 02 - 04 hpa from North to South.

Region Il: Bay of Bengal. Most of the disturbances in this month are likely to originate between
08° and 13°N and East of 85°E. Their direction of movement is likely to be towards North West or
North. Later, they are likely to recurve towards the North East and strike the Arakan coast. The
cyclonic disturbances are expected to form in the second half of April due to adequate heating of the
sea area, a pre-requisite for the formation of cyclonic storms.

Region I11: Southeast Asia.. In April, the average pressure distribution at mean sea level is likely to
the order of 02 - 04 hpa from North to South. In general, isolated localised thunderstorms/ showers over
Sumatra Island and the Straits of Malacca are likely due to convective activity over the region. The
swell waves are likely to be from NE direction over most parts of the open sea. Surface current in the
SWiy direction is likely to seen along the west of the south China sea for most duration of the month.

Region 1V: South Indian Ocean. During April, the sea level pressure over central parts of the
Southern IOR s likely to be in the order of 1020 hPa and gradually decrease northwards. The pressure
gradient over south IOR is likely to be of the order of 8-10 hPa. High pressure cell is likely to shift
towards West and is likely to be seen in-between 30°- 40°S and 60°-110°E. Mean sea level pressure
values are likely to further decrease to less than 988 hPa below 60°S latitudes. Tropical disturbances
are likely to be rare in this month. Tropical disturbance originate around 91°E, move in Westerly
direction and strike east coast of Madagascar Islands or recurve in South Westerly direction and strike
Mauritius Islands and adjoining areas. They have a tendency to weaken and dissipate over the sea area
in the course of their movement.



Visit of Mr. Giovanni Cremonini, Head of Maritime Security Sector,
European Union - 21 Mar 25
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e

Viit of a three-member delegation, led by Cmde Benjain Walr
Aldous, UK Maritime Component Commander and Dy Cdr CMF
Bahrain- 26 Mar 25
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