
QUARTERLY
MARITIME
SECURITY
UPDATE

Collaboration for Safety and Security



QUARTERLY MARITIME SECURITY UPDATE

Q1

2025

Bulk Carrier, 

27

Tanker, 14

Pleasure Craft, 5 Container Ship, 6
Fishing Vessel, 4

Tug Boat & Barge, 5

Speed Boat, 2
UNK, 2

Oil Rig, 1

Offshore Supply Vessel, 

2

Cargo Ship, 2

Passenger Vessel, 2

Dhow, 1

VESSELS 

AFFECTED

9 7

27

12

21

8 8
3

35

9 9
4

51

Gulf of Guinea West Asia East Africa South Asia Southeast Asia

Q1 24 Q4 24 Q1 25

PERPETRATORS / 

APPREHENDED - 259

WEAPONS USED
GUNS 20

KNIVES 07

HAMMERS 02

KNIVES AND STEEL BARS 01

UNK 08

• Piracy/ Armed Robbery off Somalia. Three hijacking incidents were reported near Somalia coast

involving AL-NAJMA, AL HIDAYA 1, and SAYTUN-2 in Feb & Mar 25. All vessels were later

released without ransom. Such hijacked vessels present the risk of being re-purposed for illicit

activities.

•Rise in Incidents in Singapore Straits/ Phillip Channel. Piracy and Armed Robbery incidents in

Singapore Straits and Phillip Channel have increased since Oct 24, peaking to 19 in Mar 25. Eight

incidents of sea robbery in these waters involved violence, including physical assault and the

restraining/ hostage-taking of crew members.

•Hijack in Gulf of Guinea. The Panama Flagged tanker BITU RIVER was hijacked by armed

perpetrators off Santo António, São Tomé. Subsequently, the vessel was released on 18 Mar 25,

however, perpetrators kidnapped 10 crew members (All hostages released on 12 Apr 25).
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• On 10 Jan 25, the Palau-flagged crude oil tanker

ATLANTIS MZ sustained minor bullet damage

off the coast of Yemen after being fired upon. The

incident occurred shortly after the vessel had

completed discharging its cargo and departed the

port. All crew members were reported safe in the

incident.

• On 24 Jan 25, master of the USA flagged

container ship LIBERTY POWER reported vessel

being approached by a small military craft

flashing a green laser light towards the bridge

about 86 nm NE of Ras Tanura, Saudi Arabia.

FLAG OF VESSELS AFFECTED

0101

USA PALAU

DEATHBOATS MISSING

SMUGGLERS/

APPREHENDED

RESCUED/

APPREHENDED

3

21

2

20

3

14

2

20
16 16

2

29

West Asia East Africa South Asia South East Asia

REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION

Q1 24 Q4 24 Q1 25

Higher number of IHM incidents were monitored in Q1 25 as compared to Q1 24 and Q4 24. This

may be attributable to prevailing weather conditions and enhanced vigilance by law enforcement

agencies. Despite the prevailing situation in the Red Sea, migrants from Africa persist to migrate to

oil-rich countries in the middle east.

During Q1 2025, irregular maritime migration towards Yemen led to 22 deaths and 215 missing

personnel. Authorities rescued 1,481 migrants and apprehended nine smugglers amid rising sea

migration attempts.

Highlights Q1 | 25: Irregular Human Migration [IHM]
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West Asia

• The Centre monitored 70 incidents in West

Asia compared to 58 in Q4 24.

• Contraband Smuggling (26), Irregular Human

Migration (16), maritime incidents (14), IUU

fishing (08), maritime security threats (02), cyber

security threats (02) and marine environment

pollution (01) constituted the reported incidents.

• IHM incidents off Yemen claimed the lives of

20 individuals and 215 were reported missing.

Gulf of Guinea

• 09 incidents of piracy and armed robbery,

compared to 08 in Q4 24.

• Key incidents included hijack of BITU

RIVER, kidnapping of Chinese crew from MENG

XIN 1 and attacks on vessels near Nigeria,

Ghana, Gabon, and Cameroon. Several crew

members were abducted, though many were later

rescued safely.

East Africa

• 124 incidents monitored compared to 113

in Q4 24.

• Maritime incidents (74), Irregular Human

Migration (16), IUU fishing (14),

contraband Smuggling (11), and piracy and

armed robbery (09) constituted the reported

incidents.

• Three hijacking incidents near Somalia

coast involved three fishing vessels/ dhows

all of which were later released without

ransom.



South Asia Southeast Asia

• The centre monitored 155 incidents

similar to Q4 24.

• Maritime incidents (57), contraband

Smuggling (55), IUU fishing (37), piracy

and armed robbery (04) and Irregular

Human Migration (02) constituted the

reported incidents.

• The centre monitored 600 incidents

compared to 620 in Q4 24.

• Maritime incidents (215), contraband

Smuggling (169), IUU fishing (136), piracy

and armed robbery (51) and Irregular

Human Migration (29) constituted the

reported incidents.
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Amphetamine-type stimulant (ATS) drugs, particularly methamphetamine, continue to surge across

Southeast Asia and South Asia. While “dead drops” were a common method in previous periods,

recent trends suggest a possible shift toward using legal trade channels, with drugs likely concealed

in falsely declared shipments and routed through commercial ports.

• A notable incident highlighting this trend occurred on 25 Jan 25, when Malaysian authorities

seized 33,200 kg of methamphetamine at Klang Port, hidden inside 166 drums falsely declared as

cosmetic ingredients. The shipment was reportedly intended for export to a foreign country by

sea. The estimated street value of the seizure was approximately USD 239.6 million.

• In West Asia, Captagon pills (Amphetamine-Type Stimulants (ATS) variant) have gained

prominence. In three separate incidents, Saudi authorities seized a total of 13,955,836 Captagon

pills at various ports across the country. The pills were reportedly concealed in commercial

shipments such as food supplements and appliances, indicating evolving smuggling methods and

sustained regional demand.

While opioid-related drug trafficking has declined due to stricter controls on opium production in

the Golden Crescent region, the issue has not been fully eradicated. High demand continues to drive

the smuggling of opioid-based substances, particularly heroin, in the western Indian Ocean Region.

• On 13 Feb 25, France authorities seized 600 kg of methamphetamine and 96 kg of heroin in

Mozambique channel. The contraband is suspected to have been smuggled from a foreign

country.

• On 31 Mar 25, an IN Warship operating jointly with Combined Task Force (CTF) 150 seized

2,386 kg of hashish and 121 kg of heroin in the Western Indian Ocean.

Highlights Q1 | 25: Contraband Smuggling – Drug Smuggling Trends
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• IUU fishing activities in the IOR witnessed a 10 % decrease compared to Q4 24 (218 Incidents).

• Poaching off Australian Coast. During Q1 25, Australia authorities recorded a total of 54 IUU-

Poaching incidents. A total of 59 fishing vessels were seized and 406 foreign fishermen were

apprehended. Frequent seizures of sea cucumbers (trepang), shark fins, and various fish species

have been monitored.

Highlights Q1 | 25: Illegal, Unregulated and Unreported Fishing
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• Medical evacuations (MEDEVACs) accounted for the highest number of maritime incidents in

Q1 25 (72 incidents), with Mauritius reporting the largest share (28% - 20 of 72 MEDEVACs), likely

due to the increased rerouting of shipping traffic around the Cape of Good Hope in recent months.

• Mechanical failures ranked as the second most frequent incident type, with Southeast Asia

accounting for 58% of these cases. Notably, fishing vessels were involved in 45% of the mechanical

failure incidents reported.
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