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Disclaimer

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s reports have been derived from various
internal and external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime
stakeholders, agencies and open sources. The report aims to undertake analysis
of incidents by establishing trends and anomalies to ensure safety and security
of mariners and seafarers. While due care and effort has been taken to ensure
veracity of data, due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of
information contained therein. The positions of incidents depicted in some
cases may be approximate or indicative. IFC-IOR requests and seeks
assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to undertake
accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis so as to build a comprehensive
picture of existing threats in the maritime domain. The information contained
in the report and the analysis thereon, is not reflective of the views of the
Government of India or Indian Navy in any manner.
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274 incidents were recorded in Apr 25, marking
a 12% decrease, compared to 313 in Mar 25. All
categories witnessed an increase in the number
of incidents.

Piracy and Armed Rohbbery 16 incidents of piracy
and armed robbery - both actual and attempted -
were reported, marking a 43% decline from 28 in
Mar 25. The Gulf of Guinea remained a hotspot,
witnessing ~ multiple  incidents,  including
kidnapping of 20 passengers from the speedboat
Devinewill, as well as some lower-severity thefts
and attempted boardings. Phillip Channel and
Singapore Straits, Southeast Asia saw a
significant decrease in piracy and armed robbery
incidents.

Contraband Smuggling 87 incidents of
contraband smuggling were monitored in
Apr 25, similar to 88 in Mar 25. Thirty incidents
of drug seizures were reported across all regions,
including large quantities of ATS, cannabinoids
and opioids.

Irregular Human Migration 21 incidents were
recorded in Apr 25, compared to 18 in Mar 25.
Notable THM incidents in Apr 25 included a
failed attempt to migrate 165 personnel from
African nations to Yemen, aboard a single
overcrowded vessel. In another incident, 214
foreign migrants were caught attempting to reach
another foreign country onboard a fishing
trawler.

Wiarime [Dellznts 99 maritime incidents were
recorded by the Centre in Apr 25, compared to 124
in Mar 25. Vessel detentions (16) were the most
frequent maritime incidents in Apr 25, all in
Southeast Asia.

J0T [fellng 47 IUU fishing incidents were
recorded in Apr 25, compared to 53 in Mar 25.
67 fishing vessels were seized and 290 fishermen
were apprehended. Notably, in 13 poaching
incidents off Australia, authorities seized 11
foreign fishing vessels and apprehended 65
fishermen.

Maritime Security Threats (Hybrid) Several vessels
anchored at Ras Isa Port were denied departure and
in some cases, forcibly directed to berth under
threat, including warning shots and armed
boardings. Concurrently, sustained airstrikes near
Al Hudaydah and Ras Isa since mid-Mar 25 pose a
high risk of collateral damage, especially for
vessels in the vicinity of shore/ port facilities.

Cyber Security Threals Two cyber security
incidents were reported in Apr 25. On 02 Apr 25,
several vessels experienced prolonged GPS
interference in the Red Sea, disrupting navigation
and forcing reliance on backup systems. On 18 Apr
25, Wan Hai Lines reported a cyberattack on its
public-facing website, with no data breach and
impact on physical operations.
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PIRACY AND
ARMED ROBBERY

HIGHLIGHTS
Gulf of Guinea

* On 18 Apr 25, an unknown number of armed perpetrators boarded, hijacked and later kidnapped 20
passengers from the speedboat DEVINEWILL along Calabar waterways in Akwa Ibom, Nigeria.
Reportedly, a search and rescue operation was initiated by Nigeria authorities. The abandoned vessel
was later recovered during a search and rescue operation.

The number of recorded incidents increased from five in Mar 25 to six in
Apr 25. The majority of incidents were of lower-severity, which included thefts and
attempted boardings mainly onboard vessels at anchorage. While incidents in Apr 25
involved lesser violence, they continue to present a persistent threat to vessels and crew.

West Asia

* On 15 Apr 25, an incident of attack was reported by a vessel about 100 nm E of Aden, Yemen
wherein it was followed by armed persons in multiple small craft for approximately 02 hours. The
perpetrators also fired shots towards the vessel and finally aborted the approach after the vessel altered
course towards Yemen coast.

East Africa

* On 15 Apr 25, an incident of sea robbery was reported aboard the Marshall Islands flagged tanker
ROYAL JASMINE while the vessel was anchored at Beira Anchorage, Mozambique. As per initial
reports, eight perpetrators in a small boat, armed with knives, boarded the vessel under the cover of
darkness. Upon detection, the perpetrators fled after stealing various shipboard items. Following the
incident, Mozambique authorities launched an immediate response operation and successfully
apprehended all eight perpetrators.

South Asia

* On 09 Apr 25, an unknown number of perpetrators armed with traditional weapons targeted at least
10 fishing trawlers, including vessels FB Tarek-2 and FB Tufan-2. Over 50 fishermen were shot and
injured during the attack, which took place in the deep-sea area of Boro Baijda, southeast of Barguna,
Bangladesh. The assailants looted fish and essential supplies, then disabled the engines of the trawlers,
leaving the crew stranded at sea.

South East Asia

* Six incidents of Piracy and Armed Robbery were recorded in Apr 25, all of which were reported in
the proximity of Phillip Channel and Singapore Strait. The number of incidents in this region have
seen a sharp decline from 18 incidents reported in Mar 25.
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West Asia

* Oman. Authorities undertook eight drug seizures, mainly involving ATS and cannabinoids,
indicating substantial smuggling of both synthetic/ non-synthetic drugs off Oman’s coast. Seizures of
274 kg of methamphetamine, 9,700 psychotropic pills, and 203 kg of hashish and marijuana were
made in these incidents.

* Saudi Arabia. In one incident, authorities seized 147 kgs of methamphetamine concealed in marble
shipment containers at Jeddah Port.

» Iran. Authorities seized two foreign tankers, 11 boats and two tugs involved in smuggling of over
4.5 million litres of fuel in three separate incidents.

East Africa
* Mauritius. In one incident, authorities seized 7.45 kg of cannabis hidden near a ventilation vent and

gauge pipe on the Panama-flagged container ship at Port Louis. The incident highlights new drug
smuggling concealment tactics.
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South Asia

* Sri Lanka. Authorities conducted five major drug seizures, confiscating 269.54 kg of heroin, 713.73
kg of methamphetamine and 833.35 kg of cannabis. Additionally, six incidents involving smuggling
of Kendu leaves were recorded off Sri Lanka, wherein authorities seized 2,907.3 kg of Kendu leaves.

* India. In two incidents, authorities seized 300 kg of methamphetamine and two kgs of cocaine.
Other notable seizures by Indian authorities included 145 kgs of sea cucumber and 5.04 metric tons of
red sandalwood.

» Bangladesh. Authorities seized 473,770 Yaba pills (methamphetamine) in five separate incidents.

* Maldives. In one significant incident, authorities made a notable contraband seizures of 13 million

cigarettes.

Southeast Asia.

Incidents of drug seizures in South East Asia saw a significant decline in Apr 25 where only one incident
was recorded in Philippines. The highlights of drug smuggling incidents in Southeast Asia are as
follows:

* Philippines. Authorities seized 72.1 kg of marijuana hidden in five boxes at Manila Port, valued at
USD 1.82 million.

* Vietnam. Authorities seized 94,000 litres of fuel in three separate incidents.
* Brunei. Authorities seized a boat carrying 1,250 cartons of cigarettes.
The seizure of a large quantity of heroin indicates a

potential surge in opioid trafficking in the region, despite a
decline in production in recent years.

B On 05 Apr 25, Sri Lanka authorities seized 191.75 kgs
of heroin in a major drug interdiction operation.

| Image Courtesy:- https://navy.lk
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West Asia

* Oman. Authorities apprehended 100 foreign individuals in seven incidents, marking a 30%
increase compared to three in Mar 25. Recorded incidents indicate consistent attempts by foreign
migrants to enter the country.

* Yemen. One IHM incident was recorded in Apr 25, a significant decrease from seven in Mar 25.
The incident involved 165 migrants from African nations aboard a single overcrowded vessel. This
migration route continues to witness unsafe practices, often resulting in high fatalities due to
overloaded boats and unfavourable sea conditions.

East Africa

* Mayotte. THM towards Mayotte declined in Apr 25. While the number of recorded incidents (04)
was similar to Mar 25, the number of migrants apprehended/ rescued dropped by 26%, from 285 in
Mar 25 to 216 in Apr 25.

South Asia

* Bangladesh. One incident of IHM was recorded wherein authorities apprehended 214 foreign
migrants attempting to reach another foreign country onboard a fishing trawler.

Southeast Asia

* Indonesia. Seven incidents involving 92 migrants were recorded in Apr 25, compared to three
incidents involving 85 migrants in Mar 25.
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Local. Out of the 29 reported incidents, 12 occurred off the coast of Malaysia, while five each
incidents were reported off Philippines and Indonesia. Additionally, there were two incidents each
off India and Vietnam and one incident each off UAE, Bahrain and Mauritius. The actions taken
were aimed at curbing illegal fishing practices, such as use of banned nets, trawling without valid
documentation, and fishing in protected and prohibited areas. Local agencies arrested fishermen for
these violations and targeting protected species.

Poaching. 18 incidents were recorded in Apr 25. Poaching in Australia constituted 13 of the
reported incidents. Australia authorities apprehended 11 foreign fishing vessels and 65 fishermen
engaged in poaching activities within Australian waters. The fishing vessel and fishermen were
subsequently released by the Australian authorities Poaching incidents were also reported off
Indonesia (three), Maldives and Malaysia (one each).

Major Seizures : 5,000 kg of fish catch (Malaysia) and 6.9 kg of fish catch (Indonesia).

Illegal gear : Blast fishing, hulbot-hulbot, cyanide, electrofishing, electric stun devices and
Unauthorised fishing nets.

Violations : Without valid documents, breaching of protected zones and illegal fishing.
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¢ Grounding and Mass Rescues in Southeast Asia

On 19 Apr 25, the Philippines-flagged passenger/Ro-Ro vessel MV LITE FERRY 5 ran aground off
Jagna Port, Bohol. In a significant rescue operation, Philippine authorities successfully evacuated all
500 passengers from the vessel.



Collision of vessels

On 25 Apr 25, a collision was reported between Panama flagged container vessel KMTC
SURABAYA and Hong Kong flagged bulk carrier GLENGYLE in the Long Tau river, Vietnam
closer to Hochi Mingh city. The GLENGYLE partially sank as she sustained damages to her stern
causing an oil spill. Consequently, Vietnam authorities had to act swiftly to control the situation.

Vessel Detained

A total of 16 incidents of vessel detention were reported during Apr 25, all from Southeast Asia.
This marks a more than threefold increase compared to Mar 25. Of these incidents, 14 were
reported from Malaysia, indicating stringent enforcement of local and international legal
frameworks related to maritime security and vessel safety.

Medical Assistance at Sea

On 04 Apr 25, an Indian Navy warship provided critical medical assistance to an injured Pakistani
crew member onboard the fishing vessel ABDUL REHMAN HANZIA in the mid-Arabian Sea.
During the incident, an intricate surgery was performed at sea, spanning several hours to suture
three severely mutilated fingers, successfully preventing their permanent loss.

provides medical
el ABDUL REHMAN
Pakistani fisherman.
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Region I: Arabian Sea (AS). A surface pressure of 1010 hpa is likely to be observed over the
southern Arabian Sea and is expected to decrease towards higher latitudes, reaching approximately
1006-1004 hpa over the northern Arabian Sea off the coast of Pakistan. Associated with this pressure
distribution, winds over the Arabian Sea are likely to be westerly, with speeds around 10-15 knots.
The average sea surface temperatures (SST) are expected to range from 28°C to 30°C over most parts
of the Arabian Sea. Most cyclonic disturbances this month are likely to originate between 10° N and
15° N. The majority of these disturbances are expected to move in a northwesterly direction and make
landfall on the coast of Oman. Only a few will travel in a northerly direction before curving towards
the Konkan, Maharashtra, or Gujarat coasts. Over 30 years from 1988 to 2017, there have been seven
recorded cyclonic disturbances in the Arabian Sea. Additionally, the surface current in most of the
central Arabian Sea is likely to be around 0.5-1.0 m/s.

Region II: Bay of Bengal. The weather over the Bay of Bengal is expected to be fair and cloudy in
the southern Bay and the southern parts of the central Bay. May is one of the favorable months for the
formation of cyclones due to high sea surface temperatures. Most weather systems that develop over
the Bay of Bengal intensify rapidly, with nearly half becoming cyclonic or severe cyclonic storms.
Typically, these weather systems form in the area between latitudes 10° to 15° North, east of
longitudes 85°. During this month, the systems are likely to initially move in a north-northwest to
northwest direction. Some may cross the coasts of Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, or Odisha. Upon
crossing latitude 15° North, the systems are expected to shift to north-northeast to northeast direction,
eventually crossing the coasts of Bangladesh or Myanmar. The swell conditions over the Bay of
Bengal during May are likely to be from the southwest to west-southwest, with heights between 1.0
and 1.5 m, unless impacted by weather systems. In most parts of the Bay of Bengal, significant wave
heights are expected to range from 1.25 to 2.25 m, while along the coastal regions, the wave height
expected is approximately 1.0 m.

Region III: Southeast Asia. In May, the mean sea level pressure in the area is expected to range from
1008 to 1010 hpa. The southwest monsoon over the southern half of the South China Sea begins
during this month. As the month progresses, a northeast-going current becomes increasingly evident
on the western side of the South China Sea. Throughout May, sea conditions are expected to improve
significantly, with a mean frequency of 80% for smooth to slight seas and 10% for calm conditions.
The mean sea surface temperature (SST) is expected to be between 28°C and 30°C. During this
transitional period, the pressure gradient is likely to become relaxed. Additionally, relative humidity is
expected to reach a maximum of 70% over the Malacca Strait and off the coast of Thailand.



Region IV: South Indian Ocean. During the month of May, the sea level pressure over the central
parts of the Southern Indian Ocean is expected to be around 1020 hpa. This is likely to decrease
northwards to 1010 hpa over the Equatorial Indian Ocean and further decrease to 990 hPa towards
55°8S latitudes. The pressure gradient over the South Indian Ocean is anticipated to be approximately
8-10 hpa. Tropical disturbances are expected to be rare during this month. They are likely to originate
around 10°S and east of 80°E longitude, moving in a westerly direction towards the east coast of
Madagascar. Alternatively, they may recurve in a south-westerly or southerly direction, impacting the
coast of Madagascar or the islands of Mauritius and nearby areas. These disturbances tend to weaken
and dissipate over the sea as they continue to move. The average minimum surface air temperatures
are expected to range between 10-23°C. Temperatures are projected to reach around 27°C over the
Equatorial Indian Ocean up to 20°S, with a significant drop to below 0°C at higher latitudes. Average
daily maximum temperatures are likely to vary from 10-28°C over most parts of the South Indian
Ocean.
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Visit of VAdm Ignacio Villanueva Serrano, Commander, Operation
ATALANTA, EUNAVFOR - 17 Apr 25
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Visit of a 18 diplomats from IORA countries undergoing Ist Special
Course SSIFS-MEA - 30 Apr 25




INFORMATION FUSION CENTRE

) INFORMATION FUSION CENTRE
~/_INDIAN OCEAN REGION

@ IFC-IOR, Sohna Road, Sector - 33, Gurugram, India

https://ifcior.indiannavy.gov.in Scan for
® @IFC_IOR ik




