MONTHLY
MARITIME
SEGURITY
UPDATE

MAY 25

INFORMETION FUSION CENTRE
INDIAN OCEAN REGION




Disclaimer

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s reports have been derived from various
internal and external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime
stakeholders, agencies and open sources. The report aims to undertake analysis
of incidents by establishing trends and anomalies to ensure safety and security
of mariners and seafarers. While due care and effort has been taken to ensure
veracity of data, due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of
information contained therein. The positions of incidents depicted in some
cases may be approximate or indicative. IFC-IOR requests and seeks
assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to undertake
accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis so as to build a comprehensive
picture of existing threats in the maritime domain. The information contained
in the report and the analysis thereon, is not reflective of the views of the
Government of India or Indian Navy in any manner.
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302 incidents were recorded in May 25,
marking a 10% increase, compared to 274 in
Apr 25.

Piracy and Armed Robhery 27 incidents of piracy
and armed robbery, actual and attempted, were
reported, marking a 69% increase from 16
incidents in Apr 25. Three incidents reported in
the Gulf of Guinea involved hijacking, sea theft
and kidnapping. A total of 20 incidents were
monitored in Southeast Asia, majority of which
occurred in the Philip Channel and Singapore
Straits (15). South Asia witnessed two incidents
of armed robbery at Mongla Port and Chattogram
Anchorage in Bangladesh. Of the two incidents
reported in East Africa, one involved an armed
attack on a Russian-flagged fishing vessel off
Mozambique.

Contraband Smuggling 110 incidents were
monitored in May 25, compared to 87 in Apr 25.
30 incidents of drug seizures were reported
across all regions, including large quantities of
ATS (5780 kg & 550,117 pills), cannabinoids
(1180 kg) and opioids (1480 kg).

Irregular Human Migration 13 incidents were
recorded in May 25, compared to 21 in Apr 25.
Notable incidents included a failed attempt to
migrate 132 personnel originating from Horn of
Africa to Yemen, aboard an overcrowded vessel.
Another incident involved sinking of two vessels
with 514 foreign migrants off Myanmar coast,
resulting in an estimated 427 deaths.
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lieriiime IEllEms 97 maritime incidents were

recorded by the Centre in May 25, compared to 99

in Apr 25. Mechanical Failures (15), Vessel

detentions (14) and MEDEVAC (14) were the top
contributors.

QU0 [felfn@® 52 incidents were recorded in
May 25, compared to 47 in Apr 25.
106 fishing vessels were seized and 463 fishermen
were apprehended.

Maritime Security Threats [(Hybrid) One incident of
‘Threats Over Radio’ was recorded on 10 May 25.
The master of a merchant vessel reported a small
craft that had collided with it about 80 nm NW of
Jebel Ali, UAE. Reportedly, the craft was seen
transferring crew members to another small craft.
In addition, the master also reported receiving
VHF messages from an entity claiming to be local
authorities, asking them to stop and allow
representatives to board.

Cyber Security Threats On 18 May 25, several
vessels reportedly experienced GPS interference in
Strait of Hormuz. The disruptions lasted for several
hours, affecting navigation systems and forcing
vessels to rely on backup methods.

Marine Environmemt Pollution One incident of
maritime environment pollution was reported,
involving an oil spill from the Liberia-flagged
container ship MSC ELSA 3 about 38 nm SW of
Kochi, India.
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PIRACY AND
ARMED ROBBERY

HIGHLIGHTS
Gulf of Guinea

Two significant incidents in the Gulf of Guinea included the following: -

* 06 May 25 - Hijack of a speedboat with 13 passengers by armed perpetrators off Okrika, Nigeria
during which two additional boats carrying goods were seized.

* 30 May 25 - Attack on the Curacao-flagged vessel ORANGE FROST off Sdo Tomé and Principe,
where six armed attackers injured one crew member, abducted another and damaged ship equipment.

East Africa

* One significant incident was reported on 12 May 25 wherein the Russia-flagged fishing vessel
ATLANTIDA came under gunfire from unidentified armed perpetrators while underway off
Mozambique. All crew members remained unharmed.

South Asia

Two incidents of armed robbery were reported in Bangladesh: -

* 26 May 25 - 14 armed perpetrators boarded MV SEJYOTI at Mongla Port, tied up seven crew
members. The perpetrators stole crane grabs, wire ropes, engine parts, fuel and mobile phones.

* 28 May 25 - Five perpetrators armed with knives boarded the MV MOUNT ASO at Chattogram
anchorage, escaping with six oxygen cylinders.

South East Asia

* In May 25, a total of 20 incidents of piracy and armed robbery were recorded, with the majority
(15 incidents) occurring in the Philip Channel and the Singapore Straits, highlighting persistent
security challenges in this vital maritime corridor.

* Rising Incidents in_Phillip Channel/ Singapore Strait. While the incidents had dropped to six in
Apr 25, the number of incidents in May 25 jumped back to 15 incidents, aligning with the trend
observed earlier in the year—I11 incidents in Jan 25, 13 in Feb 25 and 18 in Mar 25.

Shared Vigilance by Vessels in Vicinity. In one notable incident, perpetrators were observed
boarding a vessel from the stern while it was underway. This was witnessed by another ship sailing
directly behind the targeted vessel. This highlights the need for vessels transiting the Singapore

Strait to maintain vigilant lookouts not only for their own ships but also for other vessels. In the
densely packed traffic of the Singapore Strait and Phillip Channel, this shared vigilance creates a
powerful deterrent, as the close proximity of vessels means any attempt to board a ship is highly
likely to be witnessed and reported by another nearby vessel, disrupting the element of surprise on
which attackers depend.
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West Asia

* Oman authorities conducted five drug and alcohol seizures, involving methamphetamine, morphine,
psychotropic pills and cannabinoids, highlighting synthetic and non-synthetic drugs smuggling off
Oman’s coast. The incidents suggest a trend of using boats to transport contraband, often involving
foreign nationals.

* 08 — 14 May 25 - The French Naval Ship FLOREAL intercepted four dhows in the Arabian Sea,
seizing 1,259.85 kg of methamphetamine, 203.8 kg of heroin and 3,521.4 kg of cannabis, valued at
USD 79,920,000.

* 22 May 25 - HMS LANCASTER, operating in Arabian Sea under CTF 150, seized 1,000 kg of heroin,
660 kg of hashish and 6 kg of amphetamine (Captagon) from a dhow in the Northern Arabian Sea,
with an estimated worth of USD 1,000,000,000.

East Africa

* East Africa saw a significant decline in contraband smuggling, wherein only one incident was
recorded.

* 05 May 25 - French authorities seized a boat carrying an undetermined number of turtles off Itsamia,
Comoros.



South Asia

* Bangladesh authorities carried out 15 seizures involving yaba (methamphetamine), weapons,
ammunition, liquor and various domestic goods, including fertiliser, cement and anaesthetic drugs.

* 22 May 25 - A major operation led to the confiscation of 12.5 million sticks of cigarettes at
Chattogram Port, Bangladesh.

* Sri Lanka authorities carried out 13 seizures involving drugs, tobacco, natural resources (kendu
leaves) and domestic products.

» 28 May 25 - In a significant case, two fishing trawlers carrying 503.6 kg of methamphetamine and
275.5 kg of heroin were seized off Dikovita, Sri Lanka.

South East Asia

* Indonesia - Authorities undertook 33 seizures involving major drug and tobacco shipments.

* 13 May 25 - Seizure of 705 kg of methamphetamine and 1.2 tons of cocaine worth
USD 425,920,000 from the fishing trawler AUNGTOETOE 99 off Tanjung Balai Karimun,

Indonesia.

* 21 May 25 - Seizure of MV SEA DRAGON with 1.8 T of methamphetamine concealed in
cooling tanks off Karimun, Indonesia.

* Malaysia — Authorities undertook eight seizures involving drugs, domestic products, fuel and wild

life.

* 16 May 25 - Seizure of 300 kg of methamphetamine worth USD 2,334,267 from a foreign boat off
Sungai Ayam, Malaysia.
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IRREGULAR
HUMAN MIGRATION

Migration Rescued/ Smugglers
Trends Apprehended | Apprehended
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West Asia. One incident was recorded off Yemen, a significant decrease from 08 in Apr 25, involving
132 migrants who failed to migrate from the Horn of Africa to Yemen.

East Africa. France authorities foiled multiple irregular migration attempts in May 25, involving
migrants trying to enter the French territory of Mayotte from Comoros. A total of 237 irregular migrants
and 12 suspected smugglers were apprehended wherein 20 kwassa-kwassa boats were seized.

Southeast Asia. The majority of irregular human migration incidents occurred in Indonesia (07),
followed by Malaysia and Myanmar (01 each). Indonesia authorities repeatedly intercepted migrants
attempting both illegal entry and exit by sea, including non-procedural migrant workers and foreign
nationals. Between 09-10 May 25, a failed IHM incident off Myanmar resulted in capsizing of two
boats carrying 514 irregular migrants, resulting in the deaths of 427 people.
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IUU in Australia’s Northern & Western Seas. The high incidence of foreign fishermen engaging in
IUU fishing in Australian waters is possibly driven by a confluence of factors - depleted fish stocks in
adjacent countries as a result of overfishing, high market value of Australian species such as sea
cucumber (trepang), shark fin and reef fish in Asian markets, poverty and lack of alternatives combined
with geographical proximity to accessibility by neighboring countries being some of them.
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Vessel Detentions in Southeast Asia

* A total of 14 vessel detentions were recorded, all of which were reported in Southeast Asia,
mainly in Malaysia (13). Notably, on 16 May, Malaysia detained a Liberia-flagged container
vessel for anchoring without permission 22.5 nm southwest of Sekinchan, highlighting increased
enforcement on foreign commercial shipping compliance.



Impact of Southwest Monsoon

* The onset of the Southwest Monsoon in the Indian Ocean has led to a rise in weather-related
maritime incidents, including groundings, sinkings, and capsizing. In May 25, Indian cargo vessel
MSV HAIL MARY ran aground on a reef near Lh. Gaaerifalhu, Maldives, highlighting risks even
for large ships. All seven crew were safe, and response efforts were swift. Mariners are advised to
exercise caution, particularly in reef-dense areas, as monsoon conditions intensify in the coming
weeks.

Distress onboard MSC ELSA 3

* 25 May 25 - The Liberian-flagged container vessel MSC ELSA 3 (IMO 9123221) sank
approximately 38 nm off Kochi after developing a 26° starboard list due to flooding. The ship was
enroute from Vizhinjam to Kochi, carrying 640 containers—including 13 with hazardous cargo and
12 with calcium carbide—as well as 84.44 MT of diesel and 367.1 MT of furnace oil. All 24 crew
members of Russian, Ukrainian, Georgian, and Filipino nationality, were rescued by the Indian
Navy and Indian Coast Guard (ICG).

al containers—12 with reactive calcium
, which reacted with seawater, forming
oast. Monsoon conditions caused 50
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Region I: Arabian Sea (AS). Surface pressure of 1008 hPa is seen over the south Arabian Sea decreasing
towards higher latitudes to about 1000-998 hpa over north Arabian Sea off Pakistan coast. The average Sea
Surface Temperature (SST) is likely to be 28°- 30° C over most parts of AS. Most of the cyclonic
disturbances are likely to originate between 10°N and 15°N, and thereafter, likely move in North
Westerly direction towards Oman coast, with few moving towards Northerly direction and subsequently
likely to recurve towards West coast of India. Surface current is around 0.5 - 1.0 m/s over most of the
central Arabian Sea.

Region Il Bay of Bengal. The weather over Bay of Bengal is most likely to be cloudy and also tends to be
cloudy in the south and the southern parts of the central bay. In general, weather systems are likely to form
in BOB between latitudes 10° to 15° North, east of longitudes 85° East. These systems are likely to move
initially in the NNW-NW’ly direction and are less likely to intensify into a cyclonic storm The swell
conditions over the Bay of Bengal during the month are mainly SW-SSW/ 1.5-2.0 m (Sea State 3-4) unless
affected by weather systems. Over most parts of the Bay of Bengal, the significant wave height is likely to
be 1.25 to 2.25 m However, along the coastal regions, the wave height is likely to be 1.0-1.5 m.

Region III: Southeast Asia. Mean sea level pressure over the area is likely to be of the order of 1008-1010
hpa. The average pressure gradient varies to the order of 04 - 06 hpa from North to South. SW monsoons
over the southern half of the South China Sea have begin in end May. In general, thunderstorms/ showers
over Sumatra Island and the Straits of Malacca are likely due to active monsoon conditions over the region.
The swell waves are SW’ly over most parts of the open sea, with a mean height of 1.5-2.0 m in the North &
2.0 - 3.0 m in South and SST between 28° - 29°C can be observed during this month. A NE’ly current is
generally seen along the west of the South China Sea for most duration of the month.

Region IV: South Indian Ocean. During the month of June, the sea level pressure over central parts of the
Southern IOR is likely to be of the order of 1020 hPa, gradually decreasing northwards. The pressure
gradient over south IOR is of the order of 8-10 HPa. High pressure cells have probably shifted towards the
west and are tentatively seen between 30°- 40°S and 60°-110°E. Mean sea level pressure value is likely to
further decrease to less than 990 hPa below 55°S latitudes. Temperatures are likely to be 27- 29°C over the
South Indian Ocean up to 20°S and likely to reduce drastically to 05-10°C beyond 50°S. The swell waves are
from SE over most parts of the open sea, with a likely mean height of 1.5-2.5 m in the North and 2.5 - 3.5 m
in South IOR.
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Turn-Around of UK and Maldives ILOs — 09 May 25
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