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Disclaimer

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s reports have been derived from various

internal and external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime

stakeholders, agencies and open sources. The report aims to undertake analysis

of incidents by establishing trends and anomalies to ensure safety and security

of mariners and seafarers. While due care and effort has been taken to ensure

veracity of data, due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of

information contained therein. The positions of incidents depicted in some

cases may be approximate or indicative. IFC-IOR requests and seeks

assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to undertake

accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis so as to build a comprehensive

picture of existing threats in the maritime domain. The information contained

in the report and the analysis thereon, is not reflective of the views of the

Government of India or Indian Navy in any manner.
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283 incidents were recorded in Jun 25, a slight

decrease compared to 302 incidents in May 25.

The details of these incidents are enumerated in

the succeeding paragraphs.

Piracy and Armed Robbery 22 incidents of piracy

and armed robbery, both actual and attempted

were reported during this month, compared to 27

in May 25. In Singapore Straits and Phillip

Channel, the perpetrators continue to target

opportune targets such as bulk carriers, tugs

and barges, vessels with low freeboard

transiting at slow speeds.

Contraband Smuggling 97 incidents of

contraband smuggling were monitored in

Jun 25 compared to 110 in May 25. The

enhanced deployment of multinational forces,

persistent adverse weather conditions and the

kinetic operations in the Northern IOR have

collectively disrupted narcotics loading at ports

of origin and impeded distribution activities

throughout the region. These combined factors

may have contributed to the observed reduction

in contraband smuggling incidents.

Irregular Human Migration Nine incidents of

irregular human migration were recorded in Jun

25, compared to 13 in May 25. Notable IHM

incidents in Jun 25 included the death of 8

migrants and 22 reported missing off Djibouti.

In a series of operations off Mayotte, France

authorities apprehended over 230 migrants and

10 suspected smugglers.

Maritime Incidents 111 maritime incidents were

recorded by the Centre in Jun 25, compared to 97

in May 25. Incidents due to heavy weather

witnessed an uptick during this month. A slight

increase in the number of incidents involving

collision, grounding, mechanical failures and

capsize of vessels was observed this month,

reflecting a trend consistent with previous years.

41 IUU fishing incidents were

recorded in Jun 25, compared to 97 in May 25.

79 fishing vessels were seized and 358 fishermen

were apprehended. The reported IUU fishing

incidents witnessed a notable decrease during

Jun 25. This is likely attributable to adverse

weather conditions and evolving evading tactics

employed by fishermen in the IOR.

Three incidents of

maritime environmental pollution were reported

during this month, including a 20,000-litre oil spill

off Thailand from the tanker PHOENIX

JAMNAGAR, microplastic and chemical pollution

along Sri Lanka’s northern coast linked to the

sunken MSC ELSA 03 and a major oil spill

covering 15 square km off Oman following a

tanker collision near Khorfakkan Anchorage.
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Gulf of Guinea

One incident involving kidnapping in the Gulf of Guinea included the following: -

• 08 Jun 25 – An unknown number of armed perpetrators attacked multiple passenger boats along the

Bonny River, Nigeria, kidnapping three passengers. All passengers were subsequently rescued by local

authorities.
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ARMED ROBBERY

South Asia

Three incidents were reported in Bay of Bengal: One off India and two off Bangladesh : -

• 01 Jun 25 - Ten perpetrators armed with knives boarded the Liberia flagged bulk carrier STELLAR

INDIGO while at anchor off Chattogram anchorage, Bangladesh. The perpetrators escaped with ship’s

items. All crew members are safe.

• 19 Jun 25 - Five perpetrators in a fishing boat illegally boarded the Antigua & Barbuda flagged

supply ship GH PATHFINDER at anchor off Kakinada, Andhra Pradesh, India. The crew sighted the

perpetrators and all five were later apprehended by India authorities. All crew members are safe.

• 21 Jun 25 - Eight perpetrators armed with knives boarded the Cyprus flagged container ship

NORDTIGER while it was anchored at Chattogram anchorage, Bangladesh. The perpetrators escaped

with ship’s items. All crew members are safe.

Southeast Asia

• In Jun 25, 18 incidents of piracy and armed robbery were recorded, with the majority

(14 incidents) occurring in the Philip Channel and the Singapore Straits, highlighting persistent

security challenges in this vital maritime corridor.

HIGHLIGHTS

✓ Piracy and Armed robbery incidents continue to remain low in all regions except petty thefts in

South East Asia.

✓ In Singapore Straits and Phillip Channel, the perpetrators continue to target opportune targets

such as bulk carriers, tugs and barges, vessels with low freeboard transiting at slow speeds.

✓ South Asia: India and Bangladesh ports witnessed petty thefts at anchorages. Three out of four

incidents of petty thefts reported off Indian coast in 2025 have occurred in vicinity of Kakinada

port.

✓ IFCIOR recommends to follow SOPs as per BMP (MS) and report any suspicious activity to

IFC-IOR via email at ifc-ior.gurugram@nic.in

IFC-IOR Comment
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CONTRABAND

SMUGGLING

West Asia

A similar trend of drugs and alcohol smuggling was observed during Jun 25 as compared to May 25.

Oman law enforcement agencies were successful in intercepting substantial quantities of narcotics,

including heroin, hashish, cannabis, methamphetamine, tobacco and alcohol. The other significant

incidents reported in this region include the following:-

✓ Seizure of 1,577 kilograms of cannabis and 187 kilograms of methamphetamine onboard an

unflagged dhow by France authorities off Oman on 11 Jun 25.

✓ Seizure of 1,442 kilograms of cannabis, 172 kilograms of hydro, and 666 kilograms of opium, with an

estimated value of USD 3,843,236 by Egyptian authorities on 02 Jun 25.

✓ Seizure of 1,719,806 amphetamine pills concealed within an equipment shipment at Jeddah Port by

Saudia Arabia authorities on 13 Jun 25.

East Africa The last two months have witnessed only one incident of contraband smuggling. This is

likely due to the increased presence of multinational forces and unfavourable weather conditions. In

addition, the kinetic action in the Northern IOR has likely impacted the loading of narcotics at landing

points and further distribution in the littoral countries of this region. The reported incident includes the

seizure by Kenyan authorities of 27,000 kilograms of macadamia nuts falsely declared as tarpaulins.
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SMUGGLING

South Asia

A notable decrease has been observed in the contraband smuggling incidents (drugs, natural resources

and domestic products) during Jun 25. The onset of southwest monsoon and heavy weather in this

region is likely to have contributed to this trend. A few significant seizures reported during Jun 25 are

mentioned below:-

✓ Seizure by Sri Lanka authorities on 21 Jun 25 of 7,106 kilograms of Kendu leaves.

✓ Seizure by Indian authorities on 22 Jun 25 of 9,210,000 sticks of cigarettes concealed within a

shipping container falsely declared as sanitary fittings.

✓ Seizure by Bangladesh authorities on 14 Jun 25 of 100,254 methamphetamine pills, 1.015 kilograms

of cannabis and 291 sacks of urea fertilizer.

South East Asia

Drugs, fuel and domestic products continue to be top contributors to contraband smuggling incidents in

this region. 32 incidents of contraband smuggling were reported off Indonesia during Jun 25. The other

significant seizures in this region are mentioned below:-

✓ Seizure by Thailand authorities on 21 Jun 25 of 2,399 kgs of methamphetamine off the coast of

Rayong.

✓ Seizure by Indonesian authorities, of approximately 5,376 liters and 584 bottles of alcoholic

beverages.

✓ Seizure by Indonesian authorities on 21 Jun 25 of a significant quantity of illicit cigarettes, with an

estimated market value of USD 5,984,900.

HIGHLIGHTS

IFC-IOR Comment: The slight decrease in the number of incidents is primarily due to the onset of

southwest monsoon in the IOR. Furthermore, the enhanced deployment of multinational forces,

persistent adverse weather conditions and the kinetic operations in the Northern IOR have collectively

disrupted narcotics loading at ports of origin and impeded distribution activities. These combined

factors have contributed to the observed reduction in contraband smuggling incidents.
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IRREGULAR 

HUMAN MIGRATION

REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION

Migration 

Trends
No of Incidents

Rescued/ 

Apprehended

Smugglers 

Apprehended
Boats Involved

West Asia 01 29 - 01

East Africa 05 353 10 21

South Asia 02 05 - -

Southeast Asia 01 01 - 01

West Asia - On 10 June 25, an incident of irregular human migration was recorded off

the coast of Oman, involving 29 migrants attempting to enter the country illegally by sea.

East Africa - France authorities foiled multiple irregular migration attempts in Jun 25,

involving migrants trying to enter the French territory of Mayotte from Comoros. A total

of 233 irregular migrants and 10 suspected smugglers were apprehended and 20 kwassa-

kwassa boats were seized. Additionally, an incident near Djibouti saw 150 migrants forced

off a boat, resulting in eight fatalities and 22 persons reported missing.

South Asia - India and Sri Lanka reported one incident each involving illegal migrants in

Jun 25. In India, three migrants were found abandoned on a sandbar near Dhanushkodi. In

Sri Lanka, two migrants were apprehended while attempting to re-enter the country off

Delft Island.

pared
Southeast Asia - On 14 Jun 25, one incident of irregular human migration was recorded

off Tanjung Harapan, Malaysia, wherein one migrant was apprehended. No missing

persons or fatalities were reported in this incident.

HIGHLIGHTS
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IUU

FISHING

REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION

Fishermen Apprehended / Boats Seized

HIGHLIGHTS

IFC-IOR Comment

The reported IUU fishing incidents have witnessed a notable decrease during Jun 25.

This is likely attributable to adverse weather conditions and evolving evading tactics

employed by fishermen in the IOR. Further, the departure of foreign flagged fishing

vessels from IOR is also a likely reason for decrease in poaching events reported in this

month.
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Tanker Collision in West Asia 

• 17 June 25 - UAE Coast Liberia flagged VLCC FRONT EAGLE (fully laden) collided with

Antigua & Barbuda flagged ADALYNN (in ballast). ADALYNN caught fire; Front Eagle suffered

minor deck fire and hull damage. All crew members of both vessels were safely evacuated by UAE

Coast Guard and no injuries were reported. The preliminary investigations reveal that the likely

cause of the collision is navigational error in congested waters and GNSS/AIS jamming in the

region.
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HIGHLIGHTS

Major Fire onboard a container ship off India

• 09 June 25 – Singapore flagged vessel WAN HAI 503, enroute to Mumbai from Colombo, reported

an explosion and fire 78 NM off Kerala. 18 out of 22 crew members were rescued by Indian Navy/

Coast Guard; four crew members went missing. The vessel carried more than 1,700 containers,

including 143 containers containing hazardous cargo. Approximately 40 containers were reported

lost overboard. A major firefighting/salvage operation has been launched by Indian Navy/ Coast

Guard. No major oil spill was detected and environmental monitoring and investigations are

ongoing.

Vessel carried 1,700+ containers, including 143 containers having

hazardous cargo; 40 containers lost overboard.

✓ As the southwest monsoon continues to progress in the IOR, there has been a slight increase in the

number of incidents involving collision, grounding, mechanical failures and capsize of vessels,

reflecting a trend consistent with previous years.

✓ Furthermore, the analysis of incidents reveals that heavy weather not only affects small vessels such

as fishing boats, but larger vessels have also been impacted. The number of incidents involving

larger vessels was on a higher side during Jun 25.

✓ IFC-IOR strongly recommend that seafarers remain vigilant by regularly adhering to weather

warnings, navigating with safety measures in place and ensuring that emergency plans and contact

information for relevant state authorities are readily available.

IFCIOR Recommendation
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SPOT ANALYSIS OF GPS INTERFERENCE:  

PERSIAN GULF, STRAIT OF HORMUZ & GULF OF OMAN

The Persian Gulf, Strait of Hormuz, and Gulf of Oman have witnessed a sharp escalation in GPS

jamming and electronic interference, particularly since mid-2025 amidst heightened regional tensions.

Reports indicate that nearly 1,000 ships per day experienced GPS disruptions in these strategic

waterways, with incidents peaking at over 1,150 vessels in a single day. Based on analysis of AIS data

received at the Centre, several vessels were monitored over land in the Persian Gulf, Strait of

Hormuz and Gulf of Oman.

The AIS transmission appeared upto 295 nm landward from the coast. AIS signals were increasingly

appearing in Iranian ports, the Omani desert, and around Dubai - due to widespread GPS jamming

in the region.

This interference, including both jamming and spoofing, has resulted in false vessel positioning,

navigational errors, and even collisions, notably impacting tanker and cargo traffic through one of the

world’s most vital maritime corridors.

As the commercial vessel traffic remained normal amidst the heightened situation, GPS interference

and jamming continues to exist. This may impact the vessels navigating through this vital maritime

corridor.



Region I: Arabian Sea (AS) – Surface pressure of 1010 -11 hPa is seen over south Arabian Sea

gradually decreasing towards higher latitudes to about 1000-998 hpa over north Arabian Sea (AS). The

average sea surface temperatures (SST) is about 28 - 29°C over most parts of AS. During this month, nil

cyclonic storms have originated over AS. Surface current is likely to be around 1.0 – 1.4 m/s over most of

SE Arabian Sea.

Region II: Bay of Bengal – Weather systems over Bay of Bengal (BOB) originate between latitudes 18 0

North, west of longitude 90 0 East and gradually move in WNW direction. The tracks of these

disturbances are largely confined to the latitude in a belt from 20°N to 25°N. The total number of cyclonic

disturbances in the past 30 years is 14. The swell conditions over Bay of Bengal during the month are

mainly SW/ 2.0 – 2.5 m (likely Sea State 3-4) unless affected by weather systems. Over most parts of the

Bay of Bengal, significant wave height is likely about 1.75 to 2.5 m. However, along the coastal regions the

wave height is likely about 1.5 m.

Region III: Southeast Asia – Mean sea level pressure over the region varies likely between 1013 - 1009

hpa. During this month, occurrence of thunderstorms/ showers over Sumatra island and Straits of

Malacca is fairly common. Increase in swell from SW’ly direction with a likely mean height of 1.5 - 2.0 m

over most parts of open sea is also observed. A strong NE’ly current is seen over south China sea for most

duration of the month.

Region IV: South Indian Ocean – The mean sea level pressure over parts of the Southern IOR is likely

of the order of 1020 hPa gradually decreasing to 1011hpa on lower latitudes. The pressure gradient over

south IOR is likely of the order of 8-10 hpa. SST over the region vary between 28- 30ºC. The swell waves

are from SE over North IOR with likely mean wave height of 1.5-2.0 m and from NE- E/ 2.5 - 3.5 m in South

IOR.

WEATHER FORECAST – JUL 25



E EVENTS

Visit of Capt Nojo Masashi, Chief Instructor, Joint Staff College, Ministry of Defence, 

Japan - 09 Jun 25

Visit of Yokosuka Council on Asia-Pacific Studies (YCAPS) - 17 Jun 25
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