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Disclaimer

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s reports have been derived from various
internal and external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime
stakeholders, agencies and open sources. The report aims to undertake analysis
of incidents by establishing trends and anomalies to ensure safety and security
of mariners and seafarers. While due care and effort has been taken to ensure
veracity of data, due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of
information contained therein. The positions of incidents depicted in some
cases may be approximate or indicative. IFC-IOR requests and seeks
assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to undertake
accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis so as to build a comprehensive
picture of existing threats in the maritime domain. The information contained
in the report and the analysis thereon, is not reflective of the views of the
Government of India or Indian Navy in any manner.
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306 incidents were recorded in Jul 25, a slight
increase compared to 283 incidents in Jun 25.
The details of these incidents are enumerated in
the succeeding paragraphs.

Piracy and Armed Robhery 18 incidents of piracy
and armed robbery, both actual and attempted
were reported during this month, compared to 22
in Jun 25. Piracy and armed robbery remain
suppressed in all regions except Southeast Asia.
However, the joint operations conducted by
Indonesian authorities, which resulted in the
apprehension of 11  perpetrators, have
significantly reduced the frequency of such
incidents in the region.

Contraband Smuggling 109 incidents of
contraband smuggling were monitored in
Jul 25 compared to 97 in Jun 25. While the
narcotic substances such as methamphetamine,
cannabis, khat, etc. remained the top
contributors in all regions, incidents involving
natural resources, domestic products and alcohol
smuggling were also monitored. The seizure of
weapons off Yemen and the detention of a tanker
suspected of smuggling two million litres of fuel
in the Gulf of Oman were the significant
incidents monitored during Jul 25.

Irregular Human Migration Nine IHM incidents
were recorded in Jul 25 compared to 12 incidents in
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Jun 25. Migration attempts on overcrowded vessels
amid adverse weather conditions have led to
significant loss of life, with 532 migrants reported
dead and another 137 apprehended during the first
half of 2025.

123 maritime incidents were
recorded by the Centre in Jul 25, compared to 111
in Jun 25. July 25 witnessed an increase in
incidents related to heavy weather (43 out of 123
incidents) compared to the previous month.

(00 Ffelfn® 40 1UU fishing incidents were
recorded in Jul 25, compared to 41 in Jun 25.
62 fishing vessels were seized and 297 fishermen
were apprehended. I1UU fishing incidents
remained consistent with previous trends,
predominantly being reported in Southeast Asia
and South Asia.

Maritime Security Threats (Hybrid) Five incidents
were recorded in Jul 25. The month marked the
resumption of attacks on commercial shipping in
the Red Sea, after a six-month lull. The analysis
of incidents indicates that the targeted vessels
were Greek-owned, by such companies whose
vessels had previously visited Israeli ports.
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Piracy and armed robbery remain suppressed in all regions except Southeast Asia.

Sea thefts and robberies (both attempted and actual) continue to be the most prevalent incidents in
Southeast Asia. All the incidents were reported in the Phillip channel, mostly during nighttime.

The modus operandi of perpetrators aligns with previously observed patterns, targeting vessels
transiting at slow speeds with low freeboards.

Petty thefts remain the cause of concern for vessels transiting through the Singapore and Malacca
straits. In a recent joint operations conducted by Indonesian authorities, 11 perpetrators were
apprehended on 09-10 Jul 25. The Centre has monitored a sharp decline in reported incidents since
this joint operation, wherein the last incident was reported on 10 Jul 25 in this region.

IFC-IOR recommends following SOPs as per BMP (MS) and reporting any suspicious activity to
IFC-IOR via email at ifc-ior.gurugram@nic.in



JUN 2025 JUL 2025 12% )

CONTRABAND
SMUGGLING

; ‘. o. 0000‘
&g, 0 ° %o &

MONTHLY COMPARISON m 2024 w2025

g2, 8486 0888 g1g7 sglll 9907 g9l09 102

IlIIIIIIIIIIIII I l I l
Jan Feb

Mar Apr May Jun
ANALYSIS OF INCIDENTS

Sub Category Drug Seizures

Other I % ®m Jul-25 = Jun-25
Drugs
Domestic

Products
01 09
Opioids Cannabinoids

Fuel

Natural
Resources

Wildlife

Alcohol

Tobacco

22
ATS other

Weapons

REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION mJul-24 + Jun-25 ®Jul-25
55 62 64
14 15 26 20 28

West Asia East Africa South Asia South East Asia



CONTRABAND
SMUGGLING

REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION

Tobacco, 1 Domestic
Alcohol. Products, 9
Drugs, 2 2
Natural Resources, 6
Drugs, 10
Fuel, 1
Weapon, 1 '
Tobacco, 5 Wildlife, 12 P
Natural Drugs, Tobacco, 1
Resources, 3 16
Fuel, 11 Alcohol, 2
Other, 2
Eorgesilc Domestic rugs, 8
roducts, Weapon, 1 Products, 2 ’

7 Alcohol, 7

» West Asia Analysis of major seizures reveals that the Golden Crescent region continues to serve
as the principal source of narcotics trafficking, particularly impacting West Asia. In the recent
past, there has been an increase in seizures of narcotic substances off Oman. This is likely due to
the evading tactics employed by the vessels to evade multinational forces operating in the
Northern Arabian Sea. The seizure of a dhow by Yemeni authorities carrying arms and
ammunition, including advanced cruise, anti-ship, anti-aircraft missiles and the detention of a
tanker suspected of smuggling two million liters of fuel in the Gulf of Oman by Iranian
authorities were two significant incidents reported during Jul 25.

» South Asia A slight increase has been observed in the reported incidents. A total of 25 vessels
carrying narcotics were apprehended by the authorities of Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and India.
Methamphetamine, cannabis and tobacco were the major narcotic substances seized in this
region.

» East Africa Two narcotics smuggling attempts in this region were foiled by the law enforcement
agencies. Cannabis and khat were recovered from the narcotics-carrying vessels by the Mauritius
and Tanzania authorities.

» Southeast Asia The law enforcement agencies across Southeast Asia conducted a series of
significant narcotic interdictions across the region. Methamphetamine and cannabis were the
most frequently seized narcotics in the region. The analysis of incidents reveal innovative
concealment methodology, including hiding drugs in passenger vessels.

» While the narcotic substances remained the top contributors in all regions, incidents involving
natural resources, domestic products and alcohol smuggling were also monitored.
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IFC-IOR Comment

IUU fishing incidents this month remained consistent with previous trends, predominantly being
reported in Southeast and South Asia. The main driver of poaching continues to be cross-border
fishing, leading to frequent apprehensions by authorities.

Analysis of the reported incidents reveals that the targeted species most frequently associated with
IUU fishing are as follows:-

* South Asia - Hilsa (Tenualosa ilisha), tiger prawns (Penaeus monodon), Indian salmon
(Polynemus indicus).

» Southeast Asia - Several species of crabs and lobsters, groupers (such as Humphead Wrasse and
Cheilinus undulatus), tunas (Yellowfin and Skipjack), mackerel, snappers, reef fish, blue
swimming crab, and various shrimp species.
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IHM incidents continue to align with previously observed trends. The key observations in Jul 25
include:-

v Apprehension of 150 migrants (120 males and 30 females) off Shabwa, Yemen, whilst attempting to
reach a foreign country illegally by sea.

v Multiple apprehensions of migrants off Mayotte by France authorities.
v" Apprehension of stowaways from a commercial vessel off Port Louis.

v' Apprehension of migrants off Sri Lanka (two migrants) and Bangladesh (20 migrants).

IFC-IOR Comments:

Migration attempts on overcrowded vessels amid adverse weather conditions have led to
significant loss of life, with 532 migrants reported dead and another 137 apprehended during the
first half of 2025. Recent incidents have also highlighted the presence of stowaways in East
African waters, particularly off Mauritius. Investigations indicate that these migrants are driven
by the intent to reach oil-rich nations or countries offering improved living standards in
Southeast Asia, often circumventing legal procedures and documentation requirements.
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« Jul 25 witnessed an increase in incidents related to heavy weather (43 out of 123 incidents)
compared to the previous month.

* The majority of incidents involved small boats experiencing mechanical failures, which
subsequently capsized and sank. This led to a significant increase in SAR operations, as well as in
the number of missing persons and fatalities.

» Heavy weather, non-adherence to local weather warnings and poor maintenance of equipment
are the most likely causes of the reported incidents.

* These incidents underline the severe impact of rough sea conditions on maritime safety and
highlight the urgent need for better weather preparedness, real-time alerts, and stricter safety
protocols for all seafarers.

IFC-IOR Comment

The Centre strongly recommends that seafarers remain vigilant by regularly adhering to weather warnings,
navigating with safety measures in place. Authorities must ensure emergency plans and contact
information for relevant state agencies are readily available.
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The non-state actors resumed attacks on commercial shipping in the Red Sea in early Jul 25 after a six-
month lull. On 06 Jul 25, the Liberian-flagged bulk carrier MAGIC SEAS was struck by armed skiffs
and unmanned explosive vessels near Al Hudaydah, resulting in a major fire and sinking. All crew
members were rescued. The next day, the Liberian-flagged bulk carrier ETERNITY C faced a
coordinated assault involving UAVs, rocket-propelled grenades and explosive surface craft, causing
casualties and its eventual sinking. Ten out of 22 crew members were initially rescued four crew
members were reported dead and six crew members were reportedly taken as hostages. Reportedly, the
hostages were released after more than 20 days.

ANALYSIS OF INCIDENT
» The attack on MAGIC SEAS and ETERNITY C was reported in proximity of Al Hudaydah.

» Full scale attacks using both crewed and uncrewed platforms with different types of missiles was
observed in these attacks.

» The analysis of incidents indicates that the targeted vessels were Greek-owned. Also, other vessels of
these companies had entered Israeli ports in the past, making their sister ships deliberate targets.
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In recent days, two ships have now been attacked in the Red Sea. One has sunk and the other has suffered extensive damage. These vessels have been

attacked with callous disregard for the lives of innocent civilian seafarers and as an inevitable but terrible consequence, seafarers have been killed.

We join with the IMO Secretary General in his denunciation of the attacks and we call on all stakeholders to uphold the safety and security of innocent
civilian seafarers as they pass through this vital waterway, carrying the food, goods and energy the world's economy relies upon. This tragedy
illuminates the need for nations to maintain robust support in protecting shipping and vital sea lanes. We urge that the international standards of

freedom of navigation and the sanctity of human life are recognised, upheld and defended.




Weather Forecast. A monthly weather forecast for the month of Aug 24 has been uploaded on the IFC-
IOR website for reference.

Region IV

Region I: Arabian Sea (AS) — Surface pressure of 1008 -1010 hPa is seen over South Arabian Sea
gradually decreasing towards higher latitudes to about 1000 -1002 hPa over Northern Arabian Sea. The
average Sea Surface Temperature (SST) is likely to be 27 - 28°C over most parts of the Arabian Sea. No
cyclonic storms have ever formed over this region during this month. Moderate to Rough Seas (Sea State
4-5) are likely to prevail over most parts of the Arabian Sea, reducing to sea state 2-3 over the Equatorial
Indian Ocean.

Region I1: Bay of Bengal — The weather over Bay of Bengal is likely to originate between 18°N and
92°E, gradually tracking WNW-ly. In general, weather systems are likely to form to the West of long 80°E
and would tend to curve towards the North. The probability for intensification of these systems into severe
cyclonic storms is likely to be lesser in this month due to high vertical wind shear. The average minimum
Surface (Air) Temperature is likely to be 28 - 32°C over the Bay of Bengal.

Region I11: Southeast Asia — Mean sea level pressure over the area is likely to be of the order of 1004-
1010 hPa. During this month, there is a likelihood of a reduction in swell with a mean height of 0.2 — 1.0
m over most parts of the region. The average minimum Surface (Air) Temperature is likely to be 28-32°C
over the South China Sea and 20-24°C over the Malacca Strait. The sea state is likely to be around 2 - 5
over most parts of the region.

Region 1V: South Indian Ocean — During the month of Aug, the sea level pressure over central parts of
the Southern IOR is likely to be of the order of 1024 hPa over the central parts of the Southern Indian
Ocean. High pressure cells are tentatively seen between 25°-35°S and 40°-80°E. The tropical disturbances
are likely to be absent this month. Dry winds are predominant over the South Indian Ocean Region and
adjoining land masses. The average minimum surface (air) temperature is likely to be 20-27°C over
Southern IOR. Surface current is likely to be maximum off Somalia’s coast and is likely to be of the order
of 0.6-3.1 knots.
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Visit of Maj Gen umald Mohammed Abdullah Alremelthl 'Commander of the
UAE Naval Forces- 09 Jul 25

Visit of 70 member delegation from the International War College, Energy
System Integration Group (ESIG), Cameroon led by General De Brigade NKA
Valere - 10 Jul 25

" —— 0
INFORMATION FUSION CENTRE ‘9
INDIAN OCEAN REGION (IFC-I0R) \o=/

Visit of Royal Thailand Navy delegation to IFC-IOR - 15 Jul 25
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Visit of nine member delegation from Royal Saudi Naval Force - 29 Jul 25
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Vice Admiral Tarun Sobti, Deputy Chief of Naval Staff, inaugurated the state-of-the-art augmented
infrastructure at IFC-10OR, Gurugram on 07 Aug 25 in the presence of Vice Admiral AN Pramod, AVSM,
DGNO, Indian Navy, senior dignitaries from MEA, MoD, DG Shipping of India, resident Defence
Attaches and the International Liaison Officers at IFC-IOR.

The state-of-the-art infrastructure will facilitate hosting of International Liaison Officers (ILOs) from 26
partner countries and constructs like IORA, DCoC/ JA, etc. The presence of ILOs ensures prompt
information sharing and expedites coordination of operational responses. In addition, the newly launched
IFC-IOR Software — MANTRA (Maritime ANalytics Tool for Regional Awareness) will further
strengthen Maritime Domain Awareness by providing robust monitoring of commercial shipping
activities throughout the region.

IFC-IOR's mission aligns seamlessly with the tenets of Mutual and Holistic Advancement for Security
Across the Regions (MAHASAGAR), underscoring the need for security, stability, and prosperity in the
Indian Ocean Region. Through active collaborations with 54 maritime security constructs and 28 partner
countries, IFC-IOR has been instrumental in advancing this vision. This commitment extends beyond
borders and underscores the shared responsibility of all nations to safeguard the vital maritime arteries
that connect us.
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