
MONTHLY
MARITIME
SECURITY
UPDATE

SEP 25



Disclaimer

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s reports have been derived from various

internal and external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime

stakeholders, agencies and open sources. The report aims to undertake analysis

of incidents by establishing trends and anomalies to ensure safety and security

of mariners and seafarers. While due care and effort has been taken to ensure

veracity of data, due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of

information contained therein. The positions of incidents depicted in some

cases may be approximate or indicative. IFC-IOR requests and seeks

assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to undertake

accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis so as to build a comprehensive

picture of existing threats in the maritime domain. The information contained

in the report and the analysis thereon, is not reflective of the views of the

Government of India or Indian Navy in any manner.
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265 incidents were recorded in Sep 25, similar to

Aug 25. The analysis of these incidents is

enumerated in the succeeding paragraphs.

Piracy and Armed Robbery Eight incidents were

reported during Sep 25 compared to five in Aug

25. In the recent past, petty thefts in Southeast

Asia have reduced significantly.

Contraband Smuggling 78 incidents of

contraband smuggling were monitored in Sep 25

compared to 86 in Aug 25. The Centre has

observed consistent distribution of incidents

across all regions, except West Asia, which

reported fewer events (five incidents in Sep 25

compared to 14 in Aug 25).

Irregular Human Migration 20 incidents of

irregular human migration were reported during

Sep 25, compared to 13 in

Aug 25. The slight increase is attributed to

migration attempts observed off Djibouti and

Indonesia.

44 IUU fishing incidents were

recorded in Sep 25, compared to 50 in Aug 25.

The seizure of 1,200 kg of sea cucumbers by

Australian authorities was a notable event during

Sep 25.

Maritime Incidents 110 maritime incidents were

recorded by the Centre in Sep 25 compared to 107

in Aug 25. The detention of vessels off the

Malaysian coast has witnessed an uptick in last two

months. 14 vessels were detained by Malaysian

authorities for operating without valid documents

in Aug 25 and Sep 25.

Maritime Security Threats (Hybrid) Three maritime

security threats (hybrid) incidents were reported

during Sep 25, compared to one incident in Aug

25. The attack on MV MINERVAGRACHT marked

the first successful missile attack in the Gulf of

Aden since Aug 24. Heavy GPS interference was

also reported by the vessels transiting through the

Persian Gulf, Bab-el-Mandeb, Gulf of Aden and

Red Sea.

Marine Environment Pollution Two incidents of oil

spills were recorded during Sep 25. The first

incident was reported off Fulidhoo Island,

Maldives, on 24 Sep 25. The second incident was

reported following a collision between the

Singapore-flagged tanker MARINE DYNAMO and

the Malta-flagged bulk carrier FLAG GANGO,

which occurred off Singapore on 25 Sep 25. .
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Seven incidents of piracy and armed robbery were reported during Sep 25, compared to five incidents in

Aug 25. The key highlights of Sep 25 include:-

✓ Sea thefts and robberies (both actual and attempted) continued to be the frequently reported

incidents.

✓ An incident of a suspicious approach 540 nm E of Socotra was monitored. Reportedly, a merchant

vessel was approached by a dhow towing four skiffs.

✓ One incident of sea robbery on a vessel underway in Phillip channel and two incidents of sea thefts

(both actual and attempted) off anchorages were reported in the restricted waters of Southeast Asia.

The overall reduction in incidents can be attributed to the decisive action by Indonesian authorities

in July 25 and robust law enforcement by other regional agencies.

IFC-IOR Comment

A few suspicious approaches were also monitored in the central Arabian Sea during Sep 25.

These incidents involved a mother vessels towing several skiffs alongside. The use of a mother

vessel to deploy and tow skiffs is a recognised modus operandi of pirates, enabling coordinated

attacks. The observed methodology is consistent with known pirate tactics, particularly observed

in late 2023 and early 2024 off Somali coast.



CONTRABAND

SMUGGLING

MONTHLY COMPARISON

ANALYSIS OF INCIDENTS

Sub Category

03
other

12
ATS

04
Cannabinoids

Nil
Opioids

09%
Aug 25 Sep 25

Drug Seizures

86 78

82 84
108

81 88 99 89 102 86 68
92 7871 86 88 87

110 97 109
86 78

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

2024 2025

2

8

6

2

9

13

14

32

2

7

9

6

11

5

23

15

Weapons

Tobacco

Alcohol

Wildlife

Natural

Resources

Fuel

Domestic

Products

Drugs

Other
Sep-25 Aug-25

REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION

3 5 36 3619 3 24 405 3 20 50

West Asia East Africa South Asia South East Asia

Sep-24 Aug-25 Sep-25



CONTRABAND

SMUGGLING

REGIONAL DISTRIBUTIONREGIONAL DISTRIBUTION

Domestic 

Products, 11
Drugs, 4

Natural 

Resources, 

3

Tobacco , 1
Wildlife, 

1

South

Asia

Alcohol, 9

Domestic 

Products, 

11

Fuel, 5

Natural 

Resources, 8

Tobacco, 5

Wildlife, 4

Drugs, 8

South 

East Asia

Drugs, 1

Tobacco, 

1

Wildlife, 

1

East

Africa

Drugs, 2
Domestic 

Product, 1

Weapon, 2

West 

Asia

HIGHLIGHTS

78 incidents of contraband smuggling were monitored in Sep 25 compared to 86 in Aug 25. The Centre

observed a relatively consistent distribution of incidents across all regions, except West Asia, which

reported fewer events (five incidents in Sep 25 compared to 14 in Aug 25).

Significant seizures during Sep 25 include:

✓ Seizure of 719 drones concealed aboard a sailing vessel intercepted at Parsain Harbour, Iran.

✓ Seizure of cheetah cubs recovered off the coast of Somalia, highlighting the ongoing illicit trade in

exotic wildlife.

✓ Seizure of 155,000 ecstasy pills and 1,80,000 litres of fuel by Indonesian authorities.

✓ Seizure of 14.85 million amphetamine pills by Saudi Arabian authorities.

IFC-IOR Comment

An analysis of drug trafficking incidents over the past three years reveals a consistent pattern of

exploitation of well-established maritime smuggling corridors following the retreat of the Southwest

monsoon winds in the IOR. While the recorded number of incidents in Sep 25 shows a decline, this

appears to be primarily attributable to a temporary reduction in reported events off West Asia.

Therefore, this decrease should not be interpreted as a sustained disruption in smuggling activity.

On the contrary, historical patterns suggest a high probability of renewed exploitation of these drug

smuggling routes in the coming weeks.
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44 IUU fishing incidents were recorded in Sep 25, compared to 50 in Aug 25.

Local incidents (33) remained consistent with the previous month’s incidents. The majority of local

IUU fishing incidents were reported off Malaysia and Mauritius waters.

Poaching incidents (11) witnessed a slight decrease compared to Aug 25. Incidents off Australian EEZs

were the significant contributors to poaching activities during Sep 25.The seizure of 1200 kg of sea

cucumbers by Australian authorities was a notable event during Sep 25.
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REGIONAL DISTRIBUTION

Migration 

Trends

HIGHLIGHTS

20 incidents of irregular human migration were reported during Sep 25, compared to 13 in

Aug 25. The slight increase is attributed to migration attempts observed off Djibouti and Malaysia. The

other key highlights of Sep 25 include:-

✓ In the recent past, the IHM events off Indonesia and Malaysia have been mostly related to labour

migration.

✓ The migrants have been observed undertaking their journeys on speedboats, fishing vessels and small

unseaworthy boats.

✓ A few instances of migrants comprising women and children were also observed during this month.

✓ Incidents off Djibouti and Yemen coasts have witnessed an uptick in migrant casualties in the last two

months, wherein over 415 migrants were rescued, 12 smugglers were apprehended, 132 migrants

went missing and 56 migrants have lost their lives.

Significant Incident:

On 25 Sep 25, Yemen authorities apprehended 224 migrants (147 male and 77 female), three

suspected smugglers and seized a boat in the Red Sea off Yemen. Reportedly, the migrants were

attempting to enter the country illegally by sea.

No of Incidents
Rescued/ 

Apprehended

Smugglers 

Apprehended
Boats Involved

West Asia 03 246 03 02

East Africa 08 306 13 15

South Asia 01 06 - -

Southeast Asia 08 111 07 07
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IFC-IOR Recommendation 

IFC-IOR recommends adherence to safety protocols, routine maintenance of equipment, proactive

and timely reporting to relevant coastal/ law enforcement agencies for facilitating a timely

response during an emergency. In case of any emergency situation, the vessels may contact

IFC-IOR at ifcior.gurugram@nic.in .

110 incidents were recorded in Sep 25, similar to Aug 25. However, a slight uptick was observed in

MEDEVAC and vessel detention incidents.

The key highlights during Sep 25 include:-

✓ Mechanical failure, MEDEVAC, grounding and vessel detentions were the top contributors during

Sep 25.

✓ Fishing vessels were predominantly impacted, with frequent capsizing, grounding and mechanical

issues. These incidents often escalated into Search and Rescue (SAR) and MEDEVAC operations,

resulting in multiple rescues, missing persons and fatalities.

✓ In the recent past, incidents related to detention of vessels have been monitored off the Malaysian

coast. A total of 32 vessels have been detained by Malaysian authorities for operating without valid

documents in the last four months.
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Three maritime security threats (hybrid) incidents were reported off Yemen in Sep 25, compared to

one incident in Aug 25. The attacks were reported on the Marshall Islands-flagged bulk carrier

AGIOS NEKTARIOS I and the Netherlands-flagged cargo ship MV MINERVAGRACHT, which was

targeted twice during Sep 25.

➢ MV MINERVAGRATCH (IMO No. 9571521, MMSI 246769000) is a Dutch flagged multipurpose

cargo vessel owned through Dutch entities. The vessel is commercially managed by Amsterdam-

based Spliethoff Group, a privately held Dutch shipping company with a fleet of approx 115

multipurpose and heavy lift vessels, headquartered in Amsterdam, with commercial offices in

several regions including USA (Houston, Texas) and Canada (Quebec).

➢ Ownership records confirm that the MV MINERVAGRACHT has no affiliation with Israel.

Furthermore, AIS tracking data shows that none of the vessels operated by the associated shipping

company have entered Israeli ports within the past year.

➢ The attack on MV MINERVAGRACHT marks the first successful missile attack on a commercial

vessel in the Gulf of Aden since Aug 24.

➢ Notably, this was the second incident involving MV MINERVAGRACHT in recent weeks. On 23 Sep

25, a projectile narrowly missed the MINERVAGRACHT while en route to Djibouti. The recurrence

of such incidents suggests the vessel may have been under targeted surveillance, rather than being

randomly attacked.

Key Facts – Missile Attack on MV MINERVAGRACHT

Attacks Summary | Since Nov 23 

138
Missile

Attacks

116
Drone

Attacks

MINERVAGRACHT

23 Sep 25

MINERVAGRACHT

29 Sep 25

AGIOS NEKTARIOS I

04 Sep 25
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THREAT ( HYBRID )

GPS Interference

IFC-IOR Recommendations

During Sep 25, GPS interference and spoofing incidents were increasingly reported across the Red

Sea, Bab-al-Mandeb Strait, Gulf of Aden, Strait of Hormuz, and the Persian Gulf. These disruptions

have been linked to regional geopolitical tensions. Vessels transiting through the Red Sea, Bab-al-

Mandeb Strait, Gulf of Aden, Strait of Hormuz and the Persian Gulf have experienced erratic

positioning, signal loss and AIS inconsistencies, severely impacting navigational accuracy and

operational safety.

A thorough threat assessment by the Company Security Officer is needed before planning/ scheduling

transit through conflict-related areas in consultation with MARSEC Centres and Fusion Centres in

IOR.

Before transiting through this region, the shipping company may seek input on recent incidents/ attacks

from the IFC-IOR, MICA Centre and UKMTO .

General briefing to the crew about the contingency/ emergency plan.

The vessels are advised to keep their engines ready for high-speed transit while transiting through the

affected areas.

The measures described in BMP (MS) are recommended and may be adapted on a case-to-case basis.

For reporting any suspicious activity and for seeking any assistance, the Master is recommended to

contact IFC-IOR, MICA Centre and UKMTO .



WEATHER FORECAST –OCT 25

Weather Forecast. A monthly weather forecast for the month of Oct 25 has been uploaded on the IFC-IOR

website for reference.

Region I: Arabian Sea (AS) – October is the transition month when SW’ly winds retreat southwards and

are likely to be replaced by the NE’ly winds. During this month, the Arabian Sea (AS) is prone to

formation of cyclonic disturbances that generally track Westward. However, to the East of 70°E,

some of these disturbances are likely to move NNWwards and later re-curve towards the Northeast. A

total of 14 cyclonic disturbances have occurred in the region during the last 30 years. The average Sea

Surface Temperature (SST) is likely to be 26°C to 27°C over the West-central AS and 29°C over the

South AS. The significant wave height is likely to be 1.5 - 2.0 m over the East-central AS and likely to

increase southwards to 2.5 – 3.0 m over the equatorial Indian Ocean.

Region II: Bay of Bengal (BoB) – A seasonal low pressure area establishes over the Central and

Southern Bay of Bengal (BoB), which is likely to shift southwards resulting NNEly to NEly winds

over the area. The average wind speed over the North BoB is likely to be 10 knots and over the southern

parts, it is likely to be of the order of 15 - 20 Knots. During the past 30 years, a total of 24 depressions

(frequency 1.40 per year) have developed over the BOB. Sea state during the month is likely to be

2, except in Southeast BoB, where the sea state is likely to be 3. The direction of swell over most parts of

Bay of Bengal is likely to be S – SW’ly with a height of the order of 0.6 - 1.2 m.

Region III: Southeast Asia – During this month, sea level pressure is likely to be of the order of 1015 -

1020 hPa and observed to the north of 15°N. Surface winds are predominantly likely to be N-NE’ly/15 -20

knots over most parts of the open sea. Moderate swell waves from the Northeast with a mean height of 1.0

–1.5 m are likely to be experienced over the South China Sea. Most tropical disturbances over the Gulf of

Thailand and South China Sea are likely to be remnants of systems that originated from West Pacific

between the latitudes 125° – 140°E.

Region IV: South Indian Ocean – The sea level pressure over the northern parts of Southern IOR is likely

to be of the order of 1022 hPa, gradually decreasing to 1012 hPa towards the lower latitudes. A region

of high pressure is likely to be seen between latitude 25-35°S and longitude 50-90°E. Generally,

tropical disturbances are likely to originate near 70°E and 10°S and move Westwards or recurve towards

the Northeast. Strong winds from the southeast of the order of 15-20 Knots are likely to be seen

from the equatorial Indian Ocean up to 30°S. Surface Current varies from 0.3 –1.0 m/s over Southern IOR

and relatively stronger currents up to 1.2 m/s are likely to be seen along t h e Southeast African coast

and the Malacca Straits. Moderate swell of the order of 2.0-2.5m from t h e Southerly direction is

likely to be seen over South IOR, decreasing to 1.0 m towards equatorial IOR.



E EVENTS

Visit of Adm Dinesh K Tripathi, Chief of the Naval Staff, Indian Navy - 12 Sep 25

Visit of RAdm (Retd) Jacques Riviere, Head of Quality Safety Security & Environment 

(QSSE) for Asia-Pacific Region CMA-CGM - 15 Sep 25

Visit of Major General Paul Owuor Otieno, Commander of the Kenya Navy - 30 Sep 25
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