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Disclaimer

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s reports have been derived from various
internal and external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime
stakeholders, agencies and open sources. The report aims to undertake analysis
of incidents by establishing trends and anomalies to ensure safety and security
of mariners and seafarers. While due care and effort has been taken to ensure
veracity of data, due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of
information contained therein. The positions of incidents depicted in some
cases may be approximate or indicative. IFC-IOR requests and seeks
assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to undertake
accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis so as to build a comprehensive
picture of existing threats in the maritime domain. The information contained
in the report and the analysis thereon, is not reflective of the views of the
Government of India or Indian Navy in any manner.
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278 incidents were recorded in Dec 25, compared to 305 incidents in Nov 235.
The analysis of these incidents is enumerated in succeeding paragraphs.

Piracy and Armed Robhery A total of 12 piracy
and armed robbery incidents were reported
during Dec 25. Southeast Asia continued to
record low-level petty thefts, primarily involving
tug and barge combinations, while West Asia
witnessed suspicious approach incidents with no
escalation. The Gulf of Guinea remained a
region of concern, with one incident of
kidnapping underscoring the persistence of high-
risk threats despite ongoing security measures.

Contraband Smuggling 96 incidents of
contraband smuggling were monitored in Dec 25
compared to 90 in Nov 25. Domestic products
and drug smuggling incidents were most
frequently reported in Dec 25.

irregular Human Migration Seven incidents
of Irregular Human Migration were reported
during Dec 25 compared to 16 in Nov 25.
Apprehension of eight stowaways in East Africa
was the significant incident during Dec 25.

(00 Fishing A total of 36 incidents of IUU
fishing were recorded in Dec 25, compared to 55
incidents in Nov 25. The decrease in [UU fishing
incidents is attributed to a lower number of local
IUU fishing incidents in Dec 25.

125 maritime incidents were
recorded by the Centre in Dec 25 compared to 129
in Nov 25. Mechanical failure, MEDEVAC, Sunk
and Capsize constituted the most frequently
reported incidents, driven primarily by one major
fire-related incident involving mass rescued.

Maritime Security Threats (Hybrid) Nil incidents
were reported during Nov 25.

Marine Environment Pollution Two incidents were
reported during the month. An oil spill near
Colombo Harbour, Sri Lanka, was successfully
contained, while a vessel grounding off Quelimane
Port, Mozambique, resulted in oil pollution and
chromium ore discharge.
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12 incidents of piracy and armed robbery were reported during Dec 25, compared to
15 in Nov 25. The key highlights of Dec 25 include.-

v' Southeast Asia continued to record petty theft incidents in line with previous trends. Tugs and barges
being towed were the primary targets.

V' The Gulf of Guinea recorded one kidnapping incident during the month, first such incident recorded
since Jun 25. While such incidents have remained low for majority of the year, vessels operating in
the region need to maintain continued vigilance and alertness towards such threats.

v West Asia witnessed suspicious approach incidents where-in vessels were approached by group of
skiffs before aborting after crew raised alarm.
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96 incidents of contraband smuggling were monitored in Dec 25, compared to 90 in Nov 25. The month
saw a surge in methamphetamine seizures in South Asia, fuel interdictions in the Persian Gulf and
South China Sea and tobacco in Southeast Asia. The key highlights of Dec 25 include:-

Weapon, 1

v’ Seizure of a fishing vessel with 172 kg of methamphetamine and 21 kg of heroin off Dikowita
Fisheries Harbour, Sri Lanka, with five suspects apprehended — 24 Dec 25.

v’ In two separate incidents, 1,500 kg of hashish in the Arabian Sea and 500 kg of methamphetamine
with 3,500 bottles of foreign liquor (estimated value USD 132,000,000) were seized in Gadani,
Pakistan — 07 and 15 Dec 25.

v’ Seizure of a fishing vessel with 63 kg of methamphetamine and 14 kg of heroin off Kalpitiya, Sri
Lanka, with four suspects apprehended and two dinghies seized — 05 Dec 25.

v’ In two separate incidents, a total of 68,000 methamphetamine pills (yaba) were seized in Cox’s Bazar
and Teknaf, Bangladesh (estimated value USD 305,527) — 18 and 22 Dec 25.

v’ Interception of the Liberia-flagged tanker ICE ENERGY carrying 6,000,000 L of fuel off Jask, Iran,
with 18 crew on board — 12 Dec 25.

v’ In six separate incidents, a total quantity of approximate 7,234 master cases of illicit cigarettes was
seized at multiple locations across Basilan and Jolo, Philippines (estimated value USD 6,985,640) —
04 to 28 Dec 25.

IFC-IOR Comment

In Dec 25, the Indian ocean Region witnessed high-value and large-volume seizures, indicating more
organized operations. A surge in barter trade was observed in South Asia, with a total of 14 incidents
recorded during Dec 25. The Bangladesh authorities seized various domestic products, primarily
cement, fertilizer and medicines, which were being exchanged for Yaba (methamphetamine-type
narcotic drugs) originating from a foreign country.
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07 incidents of irregular human migration were reported during Dec 25, compared to 16 in Nov 25. Key
highlights include :-

* French authorities apprehended 149 migrants in two separate incidents off Mayotte, reflecting
sustained enforcement activity.

+ FEight stowaways were handed over off Mauritius.

* Two incidents were recorded off Malaysia involving apprehension of migrants along with vessel
seizures reflecting sustained coastal enforcement amid attempts to illegally enter Malaysia by sea in
search of better livelihood opportunities.

IFC-IOR Comment

This year, eight incidents involving stowaway migrants, mostly originating from West African
countries, were recorded off Port Louis, Mauritius. This recent trend observed may be attributed to
re-routing of traffic around the Cape of Good Hope. Destination of stowaways, in majority of
incidents, were reported to be South-East Asian countries (mainly China).
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IFC-IOR Comments

A total of 36 incidents were recorded in Dec 25, of which 24 were local IUU Fishing and 12 poaching.

Month-on-month, local IUU incidents have seen a 48% decline while poaching incidents witnessed a
50% increase.

Total catch seizure increased by 78 % compared to Nov 25 owing to a seizure by Bangladesh

authorities involving Bangladesh fishing trawler with 16 fishermen and 6,000 Kg of fish upon
determination that prohibited trawling gear were being used.
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125 incidents were recorded in Dec 25, nearly inline with Nov 25. A slight uptick was observed in
mechanical failure and fire incidents.

The key highlights include .-
v’ Mechanical failure, MEDEVAC, Sunk and Capsize incidents are top contributors during Dec 25.

v Maritime enforcement increased across the Southeast Asia region, resulting in multiple vessel
detentions for lacking valid documentation. A notable case involved a tanker off Hai Phong,
Vietnam carrying 15,000 kg of fuel oil without valid documentation.

* On 07 Dec 25, an incident of fire was reported onboard passenger vessel BARCELONA VA off
Talise Island, Indonesia where 568 passengers were rescued. Three personnel lost their lives and an
unknown number of passengers were reported missing.



WEATHER FORECAST - JAN 26

Region | Region Il
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Region I: Arabian Sea (AS) — The Mean Sea Level Pressure (MSLP) is likely to be of the order of 1011 -12
hPa over the South Arabian Sea (AS) and gradually increase to about 1017-18 hPa over the North AS. There
is a considerable reduction in the frequency of storms during this month. The average Sea Surface
Temperature (SST) is likely to be about 24°- 26°C over most parts of AS. The sea conditions are relatively
smooth over the North AS and slight to moderate over the South AS. The significant wave height is likely to
be of the order of 1.0 - 1.5 m over south AS and likely to decrease northwards to about 0.5 - 1.0 m over North
AS.

Region II: Bay of Bengal — The seasonal low pressure area is likely to shift southwards this month and is
seen to the south of Latitude 5°N. During this month, most of the cyclonic storms are likely to originate
between Latitudes 5°N - 10°N. The sea state during this month over the Bay of Bengal (BOB) is likely to be
2, which may deteriorate under the influence of weather systems. The swell is likely to be NE — Ely and with
a height of 0.8 to 1.5 m over most parts of the Bay except South BoB where it is likely to be 1.5 to 2.0 m.

Region III: Southeast Asia — During the month of January, the mean sea level pressure is likely to be of the
order of 1019 - 1020 hPa in area North of 15°N. NEly surface winds are likely to be of the order of 15 - 20
Knots gusting upto 30 knots in open sea. Significant waves from NEIly direction with a height of about

1.5 - 2.5 m are likely to prevail over the South China Sea and decrease to around 0.5 m over the Malacca
Strait.

Region IV: South Indian Ocean — During this month, peak summer is likely to be experienced over the
Southern Hemisphere with sea level pressure of about 1020 hPa, decreasing Northwards to 1010 hPa near
the equatorial Indian Ocean. The occurrence of tropical disturbance is more common during this month and
they usually originate between 10°S to 15°S Latitudes & between 90°E and 120°E Longitudes. These systems
track is likely to be towards W-SW and may re-curve towards S-SE after crossing 15°S Latitude. Average
minimum air temperatures are likely to vary between 18°- 24°C in the South Indian Ocean.
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Visit of VAdm SN Ghormade (Retd), Secretary General of the Colombo
Secumjy Conclave (Desig) — 19 Dec 25
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Visit of Indonesia delegation — 30 Dec 25
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