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1. Amid sharply escalating regional tensions, the maritime security environment in the Strait of
Hormuz (SoH), Gulf of Oman and the Persian Gulf remain highly volatile and unpredictable. The
situation continues to evolve rapidly, with increased military posturing, electronic interference and
heightened risk of miscalculation.

2. Present Situation.  In light of the recent escalation involving kinetic military action within
the region, the threat environment for commercial shipping has heightened across the Gulf of Oman,
Persian Gulf, Strait of Hormuz and Arabian Gulf. The evolving operational landscape presents increased
risks to commercial shipping, including the potential for collateral damage, miscalculation and hybrid
threats. The Centre is closely monitoring the developments in these areas in coordination with regional
and international partners and the following are germane:-

. 03 confirmed projectile hits on the following commercial ships have been reported as of
AM 02 March 2026:-

— 28 Feb 26: SKYLIGHT (IMO 9330020) was hit approximately five nautical miles

north of Musandam's Khasab Port, Oman, injuring 4 crew members. 20 crew members
were evacuated following the attack.

— 01 Mar 26: MKD VYOM (IMO 9284386) hit by a projectile off Oman, causing an
explosion & fire about 44.4nm NW of Muscat. 01 crew member reported dead and the
remaining 21 crew members were reported to be safe.

— 01 Mar 26: HERCULES STAR (IMO 9916135) hit by a projectile 20 nm off Mina
Saqr, United Arab Emirates, causing a fire that was later extinguished. Reportedly, the
vessel continued its voyage.

o Significant GPS spoofing and interference have been reported by vessels in the region.
o Traffic congestion at anchorages near the Strait of Hormuz, off Oman and UAE.

o Significant reduction in vessel transit through the Gulf of Oman, the Persian Gulf, the
Strait of Hormuz and the Arabian Gulf.

o War risk premium remains elevated.

o Heightened risk to commercial vessels from drones/ missiles/ projectiles.



3.

Recommendations. Be advised that multiple radio transmissions have been reported stating that

passage through the Strait of Hormuz is “not allowed” or “effectively closed” due to “insecure
conditions.” While no internationally recognised legal blockade has been formally declared, transit
through the SoH is currently subject to security declarations issued by regional authorities. All vessels
are strictly advised to:

4.

o Closely monitor navigational warnings and security advisories issued by IFC-IOR,
MARSEC Centres and local authorities.

o Comply with promulgated instructions and evolving regulatory or security notifications.

o Exercise heightened caution during transit and maintain continuous situational
awareness.

As anticipated, widespread GPS jamming, signal degradation and AIS interference continue to

affect vessels operating in the region. These disruptions may persist or intensify.

5.

6

All vessels are strongly advised to:

. Maintain a high state of navigational vigilance.

. Cross-check GPS data with radar, gyro, visual bearings, ECDIS overlays and other
independent navigation systems.

. Immediately implement contingency navigation procedures upon detecting anomalous
positioning data.

. Brief bridge teams on electronic warfare-related navigational risks prior to entering
affected waters.

In addition to previously advised recommendations, vessels must ensure the following prior to

and during transit:

e  Conduct updated company-level threat assessments specific to the SoH and adjoining
waters.

. Undertake comprehensive checks of Firefighting systems, Ship Security Alert System
(SSAS), Public Address (PA) systems, Emergency alarms, AIS, radar and communication
equipment.

e  Conductshipboard drills covering Loitering munitions, Unmanned Surface Vehicle (USV)
threats and Boarding or asymmetric attack scenarios.

o Maintain engines in readiness for high-speed transit where operationally feasible.

o Maintain continuous communication with the Company Security Officer (CSO).



7. All vessels transiting the region are strongly encouraged to voluntarily submit transit details via
the IFC-10OR Ship Reporting Form and maintain regular contact with IFC-IOR and other reporting
centres. Regular monitoring of advisories promulgated by MARSEC Centres remains essential.

8. Inform the CSO of the vessel who can communicate with the following Reporting Centres:-

o IFC-IOR (ifc-ior.gurugram@navy.gov.in ) +91 85275 99898/ +91-124-2208385.

o DG Commn Centre ( dgcommcentre-dgs@nic.in ) +91-86575494760/ +91-8657549752
/+91-2222613606.
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