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1. The security environment in the Persian Gulf, Strait of Hormuz and Gulf of Oman remains highly 

unstable, with a sustained risk of further incidents. Confirmed missile, drones and USV attacks have 

been reported on commercial vessels, while some vessels were hit by debris. 

 

2. The overall threat level to merchant shipping in the Gulf of Oman, Persian Gulf, Strait of Hormuz 

and Arabian Gulf remains high, with a tangible risk of collateral damage and misidentification.  

IFC-IOR is monitoring developments in close coordination with regional and international partners and 

the following points are highlighted for mariners: 

 

• Multiple commercial vessels have reportedly been hit or affected by missiles/projectiles 

since the onset of the regional crisis: 

 

− 28 Feb 26. LCT AYEH (IMO 1075181, UAE flag) was attacked near Zirku, 

approximately 70 NM northwest of Abu Dhabi, and hit by shrapnel, causing visible deck 

damage, with one crew member injured, hospitalised and stable. 

 

− 01 Mar 26. At 1400 LT, SKYLIGHT (IMO 9330020, Palau flag) was struck by a 

projectile (missile/drone) approximately 5 NM north of Khasab Port, Oman, causing fire 

onboard. One crew member was injured but stable, while two crew members were reported 

dead later. 

 

− 01 Mar 26. At 0950 LT, MKD VYOM (IMO 9284386, Marshall Islands flag) was 

attacked by an unmanned surface vehicle approximately 50 NM northwest of Muscat, struck 

above waterline, causing explosion and fire in the engine room, resulting in one fatality; 

hull breached but afloat, vessel towed to undisclosed location, remaining crew evacuated. 

 

− 01 Mar 26. HERCULES STAR (IMO 9916135, Gibraltar flag) was struck by an 

unknown projectile approximately 17 NM northwest of Mina Saqr, UAE. The projectile 

caused fire, which was extinguished. Vessel continued voyage under own power, no injuries 

or fatalities reported. 

 

− 02 Mar 26.  At 0300 LT, STENA IMPERATIVE (IMO 9666077, USA flag) was 

attacked by two unknown projectiles while berthed at Khalifa bin Salman Port, Bahrain. 

Fire onboard was extinguished with the vessel berthed at port. Crew was reported safe and 

shifted to a hotel, while one shipyard worker was killed ashore and two seriously injured by 

debris. 

 

− 02 Mar 26. OCEAN ELECTRA (IMO 9402782, Liberia flag) was struck by a drone/ 

missile approximately 35 NM west of Sharjah, UAE enroute to Al-Hamriya port, Dubai. 

All crew were reported safe. 



 

− 03 Mar 26. LIBRA TRADER (IMO 9562673, Marshall Islands flag) reported drone 

debris falling on deck at Fujairah anchorage. All crew members were reported safe. 

 

− 03 Mar 26. GOLD OAK was struck by an unknown projectile approximately 7 NM 

east of Fujairah with damage to steel plating reported, with no fire or flooding incident. All 

crew were safe. 

 

− 04 Mar 26. At 1600 LT, SAFEEN PRESTIGE (IMO 9593517, Malta flag) was struck 

by a missile through the hull off Salib, Oman, while eastbound in the Strait of Hormuz, 

causing engine room fire. Crew abandoned the vessel safely. 

 

− 04 Mar 26. At 2220 UTC, SONANGOL NAMIBE (Bahamas flag) was hit by an 

unknown object at anchorage approximately 30 NM southeast of Mubarak Al Kabeer, 

Kuwait, causing flooding and an oil spill from one cargo tank. All crew were reported to be 

safe. 

 

• Electronic interference continues to degrade GNSS/GPS and AIS reliability across the Strait 

of Hormuz approaches, Gulf of Oman and parts of the Persian Gulf, resulting in positional 

inaccuracies, AIS anomalies and reduced vessel tracking integrity, complicating navigational 

safety and overall situational awareness. 

 

• Anchorages and coastal approaches off Oman and the UAE remain congested as ships delay 

or alter transits, increasing the risk of navigational incidents in restricted waters. 

 

• War-risk insurance premiums and conditions for the region remain elevated and may 

continue to influence routing and timing decisions by shipowners and operators. 

 

3. Radio Transmissions and Navigational Information. All ships are advised to: 

 

• Continuously monitor navigational warnings and security advisories from IFC-IOR,  

DG Shipping and other recognised Maritime Security Centres and regional authorities. 

 

• Follow promulgated Flag State, Coastal State and port authority instructions as they evolve, 

including any temporary routing, anchoring or reporting requirements. 

 

• Regularly cross-check GPS positions with radar ranges, gyro headings, visual bearings, 

ECDIS overlays and other independent means. 

 

• Given the large number of vessels currently anchored/ plying on both sides of the Strait of 

Hormuz awaiting transit, Masters are advised to exercise extreme caution while navigating 

through these congested waters and remain alert to sudden GPS position jumps to avoid collision 

risks. 

 

• Brief bridge teams on the nature of electronic warfare-related risks such as spoofed AIS 

data, false targets and suspicious VHF calls before entry into the affected zones. 

 

• Treat unsolicited VHF communications cautiously, and verify the identity and authority of 

any station issuing instructions, using official contact lists wherever possible. 

 



4. In addition to earlier guidance, ships planning to transit the SoH, Gulf of Oman, Persian Gulf 

and nearby waters should ensure the following measures are in place before and during transit: 

 

• An updated voyage and area-specific threat assessment has been carried out at the company 

level, taking into account recent incidents and the proximity of military activities. 

 

• Firefighting arrangements, SSAS, PA systems, emergency alarms, AIS, radar, GMDSS and 

internal communications are checked and confirmed to be fully operational before entering high-

risk waters. 

 

• Drills have been conducted covering loitering munitions, USV threats, missile/drone 

impacts and potential boarding or asymmetric attack scenarios, tailored to the vessel’s profile. 

 

• Main engines and steering systems are maintained in a state that supports rapid manoeuvre 

and, where safe, higher-speed transit through exposed areas. 

 

• Time spent drifting or at anchor in known high-risk zones is minimised and routes/patterns 

that create predictability are avoided, insofar as operationally practicable. 

 

• Continuous communication is maintained with the Company Security Officer (CSO), with 

clear internal procedures for escalation and reporting of incidents or suspicious activity. 

 

5. All vessels operating in the region are encouraged to provide transit details to  

IFC-IOR and keep regular contact with IFC-IOR, Maritime Security Centres and DG Communication 

Centre for updates and advice.  

 

6. Masters should inform their CSO, who may liaise with the following Reporting Centres as 

required: 

 

• IFC-IOR – Email: ifc-ior.gurugram@navy.gov.in | Tel: +91 85275 99898 / +91-124-

2208385 

 

• DG Commn Centre (DG Shipping) – Email: dgcommcentre-dgs@nic.in | Tel: +91-

86575494760 / +91-8657549752 / +91-22-22613606 

 

 

Crew safety should remain the overriding factor in all operational decisions , alongside compliance 

with flag State directions, company policies and applicable international obligations. 
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