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Overview 

 

The prevailing security environment in the Northern Indian Ocean Region, particularly in areas 

encompassing the Persian Gulf, Strait of Hormuz and the Gulf of Oman, remains volatile. Recent 

incidents involving projectiles, uncrewed aerial vehicles/ surface vessels and other forms of kinetic 

activity directed towards commercial shipping indicate a heightened threat profile for merchant vessels 

transiting these waters. 

 

Current Threat Environment 

 

✓ The Centre has monitored a total of 22 attacks as 12 Mar 26, 1300 UTC. Recent maritime 

security incidents indicate that commercial vessels may face risks from a range of hostile 

activities, including missile or projectile strikes, uncrewed aerial vehicle (UAV) attacks, armed 

approaches by unidentified craft and collateral damage arising from regional hostilities.  

 

✓ These threats may manifest with minimal warning and may target vessels irrespective of flag, 

ownership or cargo profile. Vessels at anchor, awaiting orders or operating in proximity to 

strategic chokepoints, may remain particularly vulnerable due to limited manoeuvrability.  

 

✓ Additionally, the dense traffic environment in the Strait of Hormuz and adjoining waters 

complicates early detection of suspicious approaches, increasing the importance of continuous 

monitoring and early reporting mechanisms. 

 

✓ Significant GPS spoofing and interference have been reported by the vessels in the region. 

 

✓ Chinese crew and ownership identifiers continue to appear in AIS broadcasts, indicating that 

some vessels may be signalling neutrality while attempting to mitigate potential targeting risks 

during transit. Multiple vessels have been switching off AIS transponders prior to and during 

transit.  

 

✓ Transit activity through the Strait of Hormuz continues to remain significantly suppressed 

during the last two days, with AIS data indicating only two outbound transits and no inbound 

crossings recorded as of 10 Mar 26, reflecting the continued impact of prevailing security 

concerns on commercial shipping movements. 

 

✓ Port disruptions are increasingly affecting logistics networks across the Persian Gulf and 

adjoining maritime corridors, with supply chains for dry bulk, metals, fertilisers, and crude oil 

coming under simultaneous strain. 

 

 

 



 

Analysis of Attacks Since 28 Feb 26 

 

✓ The analysis of incidents indicates the threat envelope continues to expand geographically. The 

reported attacks were predominantly concentrated in the Strait of Hormuz, off the coast of Oman, 

near UAE ports, extending into the Persian Gulf and Arabian Gulf . 

 

✓ The first attacks (01– 02 March) were concentrated near the Hormuz chokepoint and Gulf of 

Oman approaches. By 04–05 March, the SONANGOL NAMIBE was hit SE of Kuwait - the 

northernmost strike recorded, some 500 miles from the strait. The 11 Mar 26 attacks on ONE 

MAJESTY at anchor in Sharjah port extend the threat inside UAE territorial waters.  

 

✓ Time of Attacks:-  Most occurred during daylight or unspecified times, but patterns suggest 

opportunistic strikes on transiting vessels, often in the morning or afternoon. 

 

➢ Pre-dawn / early morning (0300 - 0800 local): MKD VYOM USV attack. Night 

operations suit USV and drone employment, which are harder to detect and intercept 

in low-light conditions 

 

➢ Daytime attacks (0800 - 1600L): STENA IMPERATIVE (Bahrain port), HERCULES 

STAR - suggest a level of operational confidence that daylight does not deter IRGC 

forces 

 

➢ No clear single 'peak' window - attacks span 24 hours, consistent with a coordinated 

multi-platform campaign rather than opportunistic strikes 

 

✓ Unknown projectiles/ drones/ USV are being used. Strikes often target engine rooms or above 

waterline to cause fires/explosions, leading to abandonment or sinking. 

 

✓ The breakdown of vessel types confirms there is no 'safe' category. Crude/ Product tankers, 

container ships, bulk carriers and salvage/ support vessels were targeted in the attacks.  

 

✓ Most of the attacks occurred during daylight or unspecified times, but patterns suggest 

opportunistic strikes on transiting vessels, often in the morning or afternoon.  

 

Recommendations 

 

✓ Vessels intending to transit through the Gulf of Oman, Strait of Hormuz Persian Gulf and 

Arabian Gulf are recommended to have an updated threat assessment by the shipping company 

to ensure safe passage. 

 

✓ The vessel undertakes internal audits and thorough checks of the following systems/equipment 

before entering the Red Sea:-  

 

• Firefighting systems. 

• Ship's Security Alert System (SSAS), Public Announcement (PA) systems and emergency 

alarms to alert crew members. 

• AIS, radar and other important navigation and communication equipment. 

 

✓ General briefing to the crew about the contingency/ emergency plan before leaving harbour. 



 

 

✓ All vessels operating in the region are encouraged to provide transit details to  

IFC-IOR and keep regular contact with IFC-IOR, Maritime Security Centres and DG 

Communication Centre for updates and advice. Masters should inform their CSO, who may liaise 

with the following Reporting Centres as required: 

 

• IFC-IOR – Email: ifc-ior.gurugram@navy.gov.in | Tel: +91 85275 99898 / +91-124-

2208385 

 

• DG Commn Centre (DG Shipping) – Email: dgcommcentre-dgs@nic.in | Tel: +91-

86575494760 / +91-8657549752 / +91-22-22613606 
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