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Disclaimer

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s reports have been derived from various
internal and external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime
stakeholders, agencies and open sources. The report aims to undertake analysis
of incidents by establishing trends and anomalies to ensure safety and security
of mariners and seafarers. While due care and effort has been taken to ensure
veracity of data, due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of
information contained therein. The positions of incidents depicted in some
cases may be approximate or indicative. IFC-IOR requests and seeks
assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to undertake
accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis so as to build a comprehensive
picture of existing threats in the maritime domain. The information contained
in the report and the analysis thereon, is not reflective of the views of the
Government of India or Indian Navy in any manner.
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271 incidents were recorded in Feb 26, compared
to 285 incidents in Jan 26. The slight decrease is
attributed to the lesser number of petty thefts in
Singapore Straits and a decrease in attacks by
non-state actors in the Red Sea. The analysis of
these incidents is enumerated in succeeding
paragraphs.

Piracy and Armed Robhery 13 incidents were
recorded compared to 25 in Jan 26. The decline
is likely attributed to the enhanced presence of
multinational naval forces, particularly in West
Asia, which has contributed to a stronger
deterrence posture. Additionally, the reduction
in opportunistic petty theft incidents in the
Singapore Strait has further contributed to the
overall decrease in reported incidents.

Contraband Smuggling 84 incidents were
monitored compared to 70 in Jan 26. Seizure of
high-value  drug consignments, including
methamphetamine, hashish, heroin, ecstasy and
captagon, alongside fuel, wildlife and tobacco
interdictions across the IOR, underscores the
sustained exploitation of maritime corridors by
organised smuggling networks during Feb 26.
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Irregular Human Migration 16 incidents
were recorded, a slight decrease compared to 20 in
Jan 26. Interdictions along the Rudum-Shabwah
coastline in Yemen indicate the continued use of
this stretch as a landing and transit corridor for
irregular migrants attempting onward movement
towards oil-rich states in the region.

Q00 flelfm@g 45  incidents  were  recorded
compared to 44 in Jan 26. 73 fishing vessels were
seized and 359 fishermen were apprehended. Local
IUU fishing incidents were the top contributors
during Feb 26.

111 incidents recorded
compared to 125 in Jan 26. MEDEVAC,
mechanical failures, flooding and vessel detained
were the most frequently reported incidents.

Maritime Security Threats (Hybrid] The escalation
marked by kinetic military action in the Gulf of
Oman, Persian Gulf, Strait of Hormuz and the
Arabian Gulf towards the end of Feb 26 has
heightened risks to commercial shipping,
including the potential for collateral damage and
hybrid threats.

Marine Environment Pollution Nil incidents were
reported during Feb 26.
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13 incidents were recorded compared to 25 in Jan 26. The decline is likely attributed to the enhanced
presence of multinational naval forces, particularly in West Asia, which has contributed to a stronger
deterrence posture. Additionally, the reduction in opportunistic petty theft incidents in the Singapore
Strait has further contributed to the overall decrease in reported incidents.

While there was an overall decline in incidents, attacks and hijackings involving fishing vessels
underscore the persistent threat posed by Pirate Action Groups operating off East Africa. These
occurrences highlight the continued capability and intent of such groups to target commercial vessels in
the region.

IFC-IOR recommends adherence to the practices as elucidated in the Best Management Practices
(Maritime Security).
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84 incidents of contraband smuggling were reported during Feb 26, compared to 70 in Jan 26. The key
seizures of Feb 26 include:

»  Seizures of over 635,000 Yaba pills (USD 2,593,625), by Bangladesh authorities.

»  Seizures of 1.5 tonnes of Methamphetamine and 50,000 liters of diesel (USD 21,465,125) in
the South China Sea, by Malaysia authorities

»  Seizures of 2,250 kg of Captagon pills in Dubai, UAE, hidden in corn sacks during a joint
UAE-Kuwait operation.

»  Seizures of 203 kg of drugs off Dwarka and 528 kg of psychotropic tablets (USD 983,700) in
Mundra Port, by Indian authorities.

IFC-IOR Comment

A persistent flow of Amphetamine-Type Stimulants (ATS) was observed across South and Southeast
Asia, with significant seizures of Yaba tablets in Bangladesh and Captagon pills in Malaysia. The
modus operandi commonly involved the concealment of illicit drugs within domestic consumer
goods to evade detection. Additionally, smuggling of domestic products and fuel recorded an uptick
compared to the previous month, indicating continued exploitation of maritime routes for illicit
trade
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16 incidents of IHM were reported during Feb 26, a slight decrease compared to Jan 26 (20). The key
highlights includes:-

>

>

Apprehension of 620 migrants off Rudum and 200 migrants off Shabwah by Yemen authorities.
Apprehension of 361 migrants and rescue of 22 migrants off Mayotte by France authorities.
Apprehension of 70 migrants off Teknaf by Bangladesh authorities.

Apprehension of seven migrants (04 Uzbekistan and 03 China nationals) attempting to reach
Australia by Indonesian authorities.

Apprehension of a stowaway by the Mauritius authorities.

IFC-IOR COMMENT

IHM incidents during Feb 26 broadly align with the migration patterns observed in Jan 26. However,
overall apprehensions declined, with smugglers decreasing from 47 to 38 in Feb 26, while migrant
apprehensions reduced from 1,665 to 1,305. Interdictions along the Rudum-Shabwah coastline in
Yemen indicate the continued use of this stretch as a landing and transit corridor for irregular migrants
attempting onward movement towards oil-rich states in the region.
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IFC-IOR Comment

A total of 45 IUU fishing incidents were reported in Feb 26 compared to 44 incidents in Jan 26. Of
these, 35 incidents were of local lUU, while 10 incidents were of poaching by foreign fishing vessels.

»  Of the 35 local 1UU fishing incidents, 14 incidents were reported in Malaysia. These incidents
were primarily attributed to fishing activities conducted without valid permits or documentation.

»  1UU fishing poaching incidents continuous to align with Jan 26 (12 incidents), with cross-border
fishing activities remaining the primary contributor. Furthermore, no poaching incidents were
reported off Australia in Feb 26, reflecting the impact of stringent law enforcement measures by
Australia authorities.

From 12 - 13 Feb 26, Djibouti authorities apprehended 24 foreign fishermen and seized four foreign
fishing vessels with fish off Dankali Bank, Djibouti. Reportedly, the fishermen were engaged in illegal
fishing in the country's waters.
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111 maritime incidents were recorded in Feb 26, a slight decrease compared to 125 in Jan 26. The key
highlights of Feb 26 include :

v' MEDEVAC, mechanical failures, flooding and vessel detained incidents were the top contributors.

v 16 vessels were detained across Malaysia, Indonesia, Iran, and India. Vessels were involved in
illegal anchoring, operating with invalid documents, illegal ship-to-ship transfer, fuel smuggling,
and transporting toxic waste without proper documentation.

v" Fishing vessels accounted for the highest number of incidents (24), followed by boats, tankers, cargo
vessels, and other small crafts.

Significant Incident

On 20 Feb 26, a fire incident was reported on board the Liberia flagged passenger vessel WORLD
LEGACY off Raffles Anchorage, Singapore. Reportedly, 658 persons were rescued and one lost his
life. The fire was extinguished by Singapore authorities.
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Amid sharply escalating regional tensions, the maritime security environment in the Strait of Hormuz,
Gulf of Oman, and the Persian Gulf remains highly volatile and unpredictable. The situation continues
to evolve rapidly, characterised by increased military posturing, instances of electronic interference,
and a heightened risk of operational miscalculation. The escalation marked by kinetic military activity
towards the end of Feb 26 across the Gulf of Oman, Persian Gulf, Strait of Hormuz, and the Arabian
Gulf has further elevated risks to commercial shipping, including the potential for collateral damage
and the emergence of maritime security hybrid threats.

ANALYSIS OF INCIDENTS

The Centre monitored two attacks in the Northern Arabian Sea during Feb 26, marking a significant
escalation in hostilities and contributing to the subsequent closure of the Strait of Hormuz.

On 28 Feb 26, two vessels MV SKY LIGHT and MV LCT AYEH were attacked in the Persian Gulf.
Reports indicate that both vessels were struck by projectiles, resulting in major structural damage and
injuries to crew members. Three crew members reportedly lost their lives in the attacks.

Following the incident, MV SKY LIGHT sustained critical damage and subsequently sank on
01 Mar 26.
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IMPACT OF ATTACKS

\“6" n)) Significant GNSS/ GPS jamming and AIS irregularities

&-EV A Anchorages and coastal approaches congested

‘{&QQ Negligible vessel transits around Persian Gulf

? Attacks extending to port infrastructure and vessels in harhours

The measures described in BMP (MS) and IFC-IOR Maritime Security Advisories are recommended
and may be adapted on a case-to-case basis. Any assistance, if required, vessels may contact IFC-
IOR (ifc-ior.qurugram@navy.gov.in)- +91 85275 99898/ +91-124-2208385).
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WEATHER FORECAST — MAR 26

Region | Region 11

Region Il

Region IV

MAR

Region |I: Arabian Sea (AS). March is the first month of pre-monsoon season and fair weather is
likely to prevail over most parts of the sea area. Semi-permanent high-pressure cells over the Arabian Sea
are a characteristic feature of the month. Thunderstorm activity over sea area are likely to start in the
second half of the month and the occurrence would increase gradually till the onset of Southwest
Monsoon. Formation of any cyclonic storm over the Arabian Sea is unlikely in this month.

Region I1: Bay of Bengal.  Fair weather would generally prevail over most parts of the Bay of Bengal.
Possibility of formation of tropical cyclones is likely to be low. Due to the northward shifting of
Intertropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ), a few disturbances are likely to be seen South of the Bay of Bengal.
The mean SST in the Bay of Bengal is likely to be between 26 to 27°C. Calm to smooth sea is likely
over most parts of the Bay of Bengal.

Region 111: Southeast Asia. The average pressure distribution at mean sea level is likely to vary
between 02 - 04 hpa from North to South. In general, isolated localised thunderstorms/ showers over
Sumatra island and Straits of Malacca are likely to occur due to convective activity over the region. The
swell waves are likely to be NE direction with 0.5 — 1.5 m height and SST between 28° - 29°C is
likely to be observed. Tropical cyclones are likely to be least frequent in the month of March but can
rarely originate as remnants from West Pacific systems.

Region 1V: South Indian Ocean. The MSLP over central parts of the Southern 10R is likely to about 1020
hpa which would gradually decrease outwards. High-pressure area would shift towards the West and
is generally likely to be in-between 30°- 40°S and 60°-120°E. Tropical disturbances are likely to be rare
during the autumn months in South IOR.
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