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Disclaimer

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s reports have been derived

from various internal and external linkages such as partner nations,

other maritime stakeholders, agencies and open sources. The report

aims to undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and

anomalies to ensure safety and security of mariners and seafarers.

While due care and effort has been taken to ensure veracity of data,

due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of information

contained therein. The positions of incidents depicted in some cases

may be approximate or indicative. IFC-IOR requests and seeks

assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to

undertake accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis so as to build

a comprehensive picture of existing threats in the maritime domain.

The information contained in the report and the analysis thereon, is

not reflective of the views of the Government of India or Indian Navy

in any manner.
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* GoG – Focus on only Piracy & Armed Robbery incidents; Mediterranean – Focus on only IHM incidents
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20 piracy and armed robbery incidents (actual and attempted) were recorded by the

Centre in Apr 23, a slight decrease from Mar 23 (21 incidents). Bulk carriers, followed by

tankers, tug boats, barges and container ships, were reported to be the most targeted vessels

this month. The number of perpetrators involved in these incidents varied from a minimum of

one to a maximum of 12. The regional analysis of Piracy and Armed Robbery is enumerated in the

succeeding paragraphs.

SOMS – Three incidents of sea theft and two incidents each of sea robbery and attempted

sea theft were recorded in the Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS) of the Singapore Strait and

Malacca Strait (one incident each of sea theft and attempted sea theft). Perpetrators were

observed operating in groups of three-four. However, two incidents of sea robbery involved six

perpetrators who boarded a bulk carrier and an unmanned barge towed by a tug. Knives have

been observed to be the weapon of choice of the perpetrators in this region during this month.

In most incidents, the perpetrators were found stealing scrap metal and engine spare parts. All

crew members and the vessel were reported to be safe.

Gulf of Guinea – One incident each of hijack, attempted sea robbery, attempted

sea theft and sea theft were recorded in the Gulf of Guinea. The perpetrators were observed

operating in small groups. The incident of hijack was reported onboard SUCCESS 9 a Singapore

flagged oil tanker about 390 nm South of Abidjan, Côte d'Ivoire. In this incident, the perpetrators

boarded and hijacked the oil tanker and there was no communication with the vessel for five

days. A tanker, MONJASA SPRINTER, passing by had earlier picked up a distress call from

SUCCESS 9. The master of MONJASA SPRINTER then reported the location of SUCCESS 9 to the

latter’s Company Security Officer (CSO). A Côte d'Ivoire Navy patrol vessel was deployed to

confirm and board SUCCESS 9. The vessel was later located 65 nm SE of Abidjan, off the Ivory

Coast. The perpetrators abandoned the tanker after stealing cargo and the crew members’

personal belongings. All crew members were reported to be safe.

South China Sea – Three incidents of sea theft and one incident of sea robbery

were reported off Philippines and one incident of sea theft was recorded off Vietnam. The

incident of sea robbery was reported onboard a Panama flagged container ship, EVER BOOMY, at

Manila Anchorage, Philippines. Eight perpetrators armed with knives and iron bars boarded the

vessel while at anchor and escaped with the ship’s properties. One crew member was injured

and no damage to the vessel was reported.

Arabian Sea – An incident of sea theft was reported onboard the Liberia flagged

product tanker SOLAR ROMA at Kandla Anchorage. While carrying out routine maintenance, the

ship's crew noticed some items were missing. CCTV footage ascertained that five perpetrators

boarded the vessel while at anchor and escaped with some ship’s items. All crew members and

the vessel were reported to be safe.

Bay of Bengal – An unknown number of perpetrators boarded the Singapore

flagged bulk carrier PPS LUCK at Berth No.13, Haldia Port and escaped with some engine spare

parts and ship’s stores. All crew members and the vessel were reported to be safe.

Indian Ocean – One incident of sea theft was recorded off Mauritius in which

perpetrators were observed boarding unmanned fishing boat and stealing OBMs.
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65 contraband smuggling incidents were recorded by the Centre in the month of Apr 23,

a 31% decrease from Mar 23 (93 incidents). Drug smuggling constituted the highest reported

incidents, followed by fuel and tobacco smuggling. No incident of weapon and alcohol

smuggling was monitored during this month. The detailed analysis of sub-categories of

Contraband Smuggling is enumerated in succeeding paragraphs.

Drugs – 23 drug seizure incidents were recorded, with six incidents reported inside ports.

Seizures inside ports included 105 kg of methamphetamine, 1.2 kg of cocaine, 12.7 million

amphetamine pills and 41,897 ecstasy pills set to be smuggled via sea route.

Fuel – 17 incidents of fuel smuggling involving the seizure of about 1,513,000 L of diesel,

280,000 L of furnace oil, 5,500 L of petrol and 1,521,500 L of fuel were recorded. These

comprised seven incidents off Vietnam, four incidents off Iran, two incidents each off Thailand

and Malaysia and one incident off Philippines. The fuel smuggling incidents in South East Asia

involved the smuggling of cheaper fuel by oil tankers, fishing vessels and small boats from

countries where the price is comparatively lower. The small vessels utilised were

undocumented and may have likely been used for ship-to-ship fuel transfers. Incidents recorded

in this month reveal a pattern of small vessels coming close to bigger vessels at anchor/ close

to the coast to obtain fuel, which is further landed on to the adjoining state.

Tobacco – Eight incidents of tobacco smuggling were recorded, comprising four incidents

off Malaysia, two incidents off Philippines and one incident each off Vietnam and Kuwait. A

total of 200 master cases, 600 cartons, 758 reams, 18.53 million sticks of cigarettes and 7 tons

of chewing tobacco were seized in these incidents.

Domestic Products – Six domestic product smuggling incidents were recorded this

month. The domestic products seized in these incidents involved cooking oil, furniture, frozen

chicken, mobile phones and various kinds of goods. A significant portion of the incidents

involving the smuggling of domestic products involved small vessels. Smuggling of food products

(both fresh and frozen) were also observed in containers.

Wildlife - Six incidents of wildlife smuggling were recorded by the Centre, comprising four

incidents off India, one incident each off Indonesia and Bangladesh. The species seized in these

incidents were sea cucumber, goats, sheep, lobster seeds, hilsa fish and capiz shells.

Natural Resources – Four incidents of natural resource smuggling were recorded,

comprising one incident each off India, Sri Lanka, Mauritius and Madagascar. The seizures

involved in these incidents included kendu leaves, sand, sandalwood and gem stones.

Others – The Centre also recorded the seizure of 520 tons of fertiliser.
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39 IUU fishing incidents were recorded by the Centre during Apr 23, a 57% decrease

from Mar 23 (91 incidents). 28 incidents were of Local IUU fishing and 11 incidents were of

poaching. 69 fishing vessels and 327 fishers involved in IUU fishing were apprehended this month.

The total fish catch recorded was 2,648 kg, of which Malaysian authorities seized 2,020 kg.

Seizures of approximately 4,20,153 m banned nets were also reported.

Local IUU Fishing – Out of 28 incidents of local IUU fishing, 14 incidents

were reported off Sri Lanka, seven off Malaysia, four off Mauritius, two off Bangladesh and one

off South Africa. Most of these incidents were related to license violations by local and foreign

fishermen, illegal fishing techniques and fishing of banned species.

Poaching – 11 incidents involving foreign fishing vessels were recorded, comprising

four incidents off Malaysia, three incidents off Australia, two incidents off Seychelles and one

incident each off Indonesia and Somalia. The poaching incidents reported off Australia involved

the seizure of fishing vessels and fish catch. The Australian authorities released the fishermen

and fishing vessels in many such instances. The interdiction of foreign fishing trawlers by

authorities across the region was observed due to robust surveillance, timely information

sharing, coordinated patrols and adequate focus on the pertinent issue of poaching. A total of

143 fishers were apprehended in poaching incidents and 20 boats were seized by the respective

authorities.
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120 IHM incidents were recorded by the

Centre in Apr 23, similar to Mar 23. About 83%

of the recorded incidents occurred in the

Mediterranean region. The Centre also

recorded six incidents off Mayotte, four

incidents off Indonesia and Malaysia, two

incidents each off India and Oman and one

incident each off Madagascar and Myanmar.

Migrants were observed using small boats,

passenger vessels, ferries and motor boats.

Mayotte – The incidents reported off

Mayotte involved detaining of traditional local

boats, “kwassa-kwassa”, along with suspected

smugglers and irregular migrants. A total of 660

irregular migrants, 43 suspected smugglers

were rescued/ apprehended, 03 migrants were

missing and 48 boats were seized in these

incidents.

Mediterranean – 100 incidents were

recorded in the Mediterranean in Apr 23,

accounting for a minimal increase compared to

Mar 23 (96 incidents). All incidents were

recorded off Türkiye.

Significant Incident
On 19 Apr 23, Myanmar authorities

apprehended 70 illegal migrants (20 males, 02

females and 48 children) and seven crew

members from a wooden boat about 21 nm SW

of Gaw Yin Gyi Island, Ayeyarwady Division,

Myanmar.
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161 maritime incidents were recorded by the Centre for Apr 23, a 17% increase from

Mar 23 (137 incidents). Mechanical failure constituted the highest number of reported

incidents, followed by capsize, MEDEVAC and sunk incidents. Seven out of 10 incidents of vessel

detention were recorded off Malaysia in Apr 23. Reportedly, all these vessels were operating
without valid documentation.

Aground – 10 incidents of vessels running aground (three incidents in the Indian Ocean, two

incidents in South China Sea and one each incident in the Philippine Sea, Ceram Sea, Sulu Sea,

Suez Canal and Straits of Malacca & Singapore) compared to four incidents in Mar 23 were

recorded. The vessels were subsequently re-floated, no damage or oil leak was reported in any

of these incidents and all crew members were safe.

Capsize and Sinking of Vessels – 22 incidents of capsize and 19 incidents of

vessels sinking at sea were recorded by the Centre during this month, an increase of 14% from

Mar 23. Most of the capsizing and sinking of vessels involved fishing boats, motor boat, small

boats, passenger and local cargo vessels. A total of 33 lives were lost in these incidents.

SAR Operations – The Centre monitored 22 incidents of MEDEVAC and 12 incidents of

SAR operations undertaken by various maritime agencies. The combined SAR and MEDEVAC saw a
slight increase from Mar 23 (33 incidents).

Mechanical Failure – 24 incidents were recorded on motor boats, fishing boats, speed

boats and passenger boats, a 41% increase from Mar 23 (17 incidents). The majority of incidents

during this month were reported due to engine failure. The incidents of mechanical failure may

be attributable to sub-optimal maintenance of machinery. The defects were mostly rectified by

the ship’s crew. However, in some incidents, the assistance of local authorities was also sought

by vessels.
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Maritime Security Threats 

(Hybrid) 

Marine Environment Pollution
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03 incidents recorded

• One oil spill incident was reported at

Dahariz Beach, Salalah, Oman.

• A large number of foam boxes were

found floating in Ha Long Bay, Vietnam.

• A tar-like substance washed ashore at

Trincomalee Beach, Sri Lanka.

No incidents recorded

No incidents recorded

03 incidents recorded

• Two incidents of ransomware attack

targeting Fincantieri Marinette Marine

shipyard, Wisconsin, USA and Lürssen

Shipyard, Berne, Germany, manufacturer of

military vessels and luxury yachts.

• A Distributed Denial of Service (DDOS)

cyberattack was reported at the Port of

Halifax in Nova Scotia and the Ports of

Montreal and Quebec, Canada.
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NATURAL EVENTS

• Severe Tropical Cyclone ILSA was the sixth tropical cyclone

and the fifth severe tropical cyclone in the Australian region

for the 2022/23 season. On 05 Apr 23, ILSA originated as a

tropical low off the coast of Indonesia. It developed into a

tropical cyclone on 11 Apr 23 and intensified into a severe

cyclone on 12 Apr 23 with a maximum wind speed of 260

kmph. Tropical Cyclone ILSA landed about 120 km NE of Port

Hedland, Western Australia on 13 Apr 23. Over the land, ILSA

weakened to a low-end tropical cyclone with 85 kmph winds.

Overall, ILSA caused around USD 26,80,264 in damage and

nine fishermen were reported to be dead.

TROPICAL CYCLONE ILSA

WEATHER FORECAST
Weather Forecast. A monthly weather forecast for the month of May 23 has been uploaded

on the IFC-IOR website for reference.

Region I: Arabian Sea – Surface pressure of 1010 hPa is seen over south Arabian Sea and

gradually decreases towards higher latitudes to about 1006-1004 hPa over north

Arabian Sea off Pakistan coast. Associated with the pressure distribution, the winds are

more Westerly over AS of order 10-15KT. The average sea surface temperatures (SST)

is about 28-30°C over most parts of AS. Most of the cyclonic disturbances during this

month originate between 100°N and 150°N. Most of the Arabian Sea disturbances move

in a North Westerly direction and hit Oman coast. Few moves in Northerly

direction and later recurve towards Konkan, Maharashtra or Gujarat Coast. Surface

current is around 0.5-1.0 m/s over most of central Arabian Sea.

Region II: Bay of Bengal – The weather over Bay of Bengal is generally fair and it tends to

be cloudy in the south Bay and southern parts of central Bay. The month of May is one

of the favourable months for the genesis of cyclones due to high sea surface

temperature values. Most of the weather systems which form over the Bay of Bengal

intensify rapidly, and nearly half of them intensify into cyclonic/severe cyclonic storms.

In Bay of Bengal, weather systems form generally in the area between latitudes 100 to

150 North, east of longitudes 850 East. The systems in this month have a tendency to

move initially in NNW-NW’ly direction. A few of them may cross Tamilnadu, Andhra

Pradesh or Orissa coast. On crossing the Lat 150 North, the systems have a tendency

to move in NNE-NE’ly direction and eventually cross Bangladesh / Myanmar coast.
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The swell conditions over Bay of Bengal during the month are mainly SSW – WSW/ 1.0 –

1.5 M unless affected by weather systems. Over most parts of the Bay of Bengal,

significant Wave height is about 1.25 to 2.25 m, however, along the coastal regions the

wave height is about 1.0 m.

Region III: Southeast Asia - Mean sea level pressure over the area is of the order of 1008-

1010 hpa. SW monsoon over S half of south China Sea begins in May. As the month

progresses a NE going current become increasingly evident on the W side of south

China Sea. During the month, there is a marked improvement in sea states with a mean

frequency of 80% smooth to slight Sea and 10% calms prevailing throughout the area.

The mean sea surface temperatures (SST) is about 28-30°C. The pressure gradient

becomes slack during the transition period in May. Relative humidity is maximum of 70%

over Malacca strait and off Thailand coast.

Region IV: South Indian Ocean - During the month of May, the sea level pressure over central

parts of the Southern IOR is in of the order of 1020 HPa and gradually decreases

northwards to 1010 HPa over Equatorial Indian Ocean and to 990 HPa towards 55°S

latitudes. The pressure gradient over south IOR is of the order of 8-10 h Pa. Tropical

disturbances are rare occurrence during the month. They originate around 100 S and

east of 80°E longitudes and move in a westerly direction and strike east coast of

Madagascar Islands or recurve in south-westerly southerly easterly direction and strike

Madagascar coast or Mauritius Islands and adjoining areas. They have a tendency to

weaken and dissipate over the sea area in the course of their movement. Average

minimum surface air temperatures varies between 10-23ºC is seen South IOR.

Temperatures are around 27ºC over Equatorial Indian Ocean up to 20°S and drastically

reduce to below 0°C towards higher latitudes. Average daily max temperatures vary from

10-28ºC over most parts of South Indian Ocean.

WEATHER FORECAST

INFORMATION/EVENTS OF INTEREST

The dangerous practice of ship-to-ship transfers in the open ocean, as well as the methods

used to obscure ship identities and turning off AIS transponders, were discussed by the Legal

Committee of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) on 04 Apr 23 during the 110 th

session of IMO. The Committee was informed that a fleet of between 300 and 600 tankers

primarily comprised of older ships, including some not inspected recently, having substandard

maintenance, unclear ownership and a severe lack of insurance, was currently operated as a

'dark fleet' or 'shadow fleet' to circumvent sanctions and high insurance costs. This has

increased the risk of oil spill or collision. This could also result in a participating shipowner

evading its liability under the relevant liability and compensation treaties (e.g. International

Convention on Civil Liability for Oil Pollution Damage (CLC) and the International Convention

on Civil Liability for Bunker Oil Pollution Damage (Bunkers Convention)) in the case of other

ships, placing also an increased risk on coastal States and the International Funds for

Compensation for Oil Pollution Damage. Following the discussion, the Committee considered

that ship-to-ship transfers in the high seas were high risk activities that undermined the

international regime with respect to maritime safety, environmental protection and liability
and compensation needed to be urgently addressed. The following recommendations were

brought out by the committee-

• Addressing ship-to-ship Oil Transfers and Tankers in the Dark Fleet
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• Flag States are called upon to ensure that tankers under their flag adhere to measures which

lawfully prohibit or regulate ship-to-ship transfers and that such vessels further adhere to the

spirit of the safety requirements in IMO conventions and practice safe shipping standards to

minimize the risk of oil pollution.

• Flag States should consider requiring that vessels update their ship-to-ship operations

manuals to include notifying their flag State when they are engaged in a mid-ocean operation

• Port States should ensure enforcement of the safety and liability conventions on these vessels

and ensure that ship-to-ship transfer operations are conducted in accordance with the

applicable safety requirements in IMO conventions.

• If the port States become aware of any ships "going dark", they should consider subjecting

such vessels to enhanced inspections as authorized, and notifying the respective vessel's flag

administration, as appropriate.

Source: IMO

• Somalia’s Fisheries Act against Illegal Fishing

According the Ministry of Fisheries and Blue Economy,

several fishing vessels from foreign countries have been

caught illegally fishing in Somali waters. The vessels have

reportedly been operating in the Somali Exclusive Economic

Zone (EEZ) since January 2023, posing a significant threat

to the country’s sustainable fishing regulations, fish stocks,

and overall marine ecology. Earlier this month, Somalia’s

Ministry of Fisheries and Blue Economy demanded that all

foreign fishing vessels illegally operating in Somali waters

leave the Somali Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)

immediately and comply with Somali law and the

conservation management measures of international law.

The government is likely to issue fishing licenses and

agreements to ships fishing in the Somali ocean. The newly

passed fisheries act of Somalia is considered to be critical

in the economic growth of the East African nation and

ensures that Somalia’s fisheries laws align with regional and

international laws. The act also aims at checking illegal

fishing activities by foreign fishing boats in the territorial

waters of Somalia. However, the local fishermen claim

that the move that could undermine their livelihoods, while

others fear a return to piracy.

Source: Ministry of Fisheries, Somalia
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• Deadliest Quarter for Migrants in the Central Mediterranean Since 2017 

The Central Mediterranean route is the overseas crossing

from North Africa to Italy and, to a lesser degree, Malta.

Those migrating on this route generally aim to reach Italian

shores but leave from a variety of North African countries

bordering the Mediterranean. Though in past years most

migrants have departed from Libya, which is a destination

for migrants as well as a transit country, there is also a

proportionally small but growing number of departures from

Tunisia, Egypt, and Algeria. The increasing loss of life on the

world’s most dangerous maritime crossing comes amidst

reports of delays in State-led rescue responses and

hindrance to the operations of NGO search and rescue (SaR)

vessels in the central Mediterranean. The International

Organization for Migration (IOM)’s Missing Migrants

Project documented 441 migrant deaths in the Central

Mediterranean in the first quarter of 2023, the deadliest

first quarter on record since 2017.

Source: IOM

• FSO SAFER: Call for equipment for oil spill response preparedness

IMO is urging Member States to contribute equipment to help UN-led efforts to prevent a

possible catastrophic oil spill from the FSO SAFER, an ageing and rapidly decaying floating

storage offshore (FSO) unit moored 4.8 nautical miles off the Red Sea coast of Yemen. IMO is

providing expertise in oil spill preparedness and response as part of the contingency planning

for a possible oil spill from the FSO SAFER, in line with its mandate set out in the International

Convention on Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and Co-operation. On 09 Mar 23, the UN

Development Programme (UNDP) signed an agreement to purchase a very large crude carrier

(VLCC), the NAUTICA, to take on the oil from the FSO SAFER by emergency ship-to-ship

transfer and is expected to arrive in the Red Sea in early May. Contingency planning for the

transfer operation is, therefore, intensifying. One critical gap identified in Yemen’s

preparedness to respond to an oil spill is the lack of specialized equipment within the

country. Because of lengthy lead times for manufacturing and acquiring oil spill response

equipment, IMO is seeking contributions of used or near-end-of-life spill response equipment

that can be transported to the region within weeks.

Source: IMO
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Piracy & Armed Robbery

• Vessels are strongly recommended to follow respective flag state, IMO and coastal state

guidance.

• Measures for hardening vessels, including those contained in BMP5 or BMP West Africa, are

recommended to be followed. Company Security Officers/ Masters are encouraged to keep

abreast of the latest developments in the transit region.

• Recording, alerting and emergency communication equipment must be kept operational at

all times, while at sea. Photographic/ video evidence is encouraged as it would assist

appropriate investigative agencies.

• As perpetrators have been observed to use the vessel’s tools for breaking into citadels, a

proper mechanism for the safe custody of heavy/ power tools onboard vessels is recommended.

• Suspicious small crafts are to be reported to the nearest coastal state and flag state at the

earliest.

• Vessels are advised of the possibility of mis-identification of small/ fishing vessels, which

sometimes operate as a cluster. Accordingly, adequate caution is to be exercised by vessels

with Privately Contracted Armed Security Personnel (PCASP) embarked.

• Proactive and timely reporting to relevant agencies as per established procedures is critical

to ensure appropriate and timely assistance to vessels under attack.

• When under attack, post raising necessary alerts, vessels are recommended to continue

transmitting on Automatic Identification System (AIS) to enable responders to quickly locate

the vessel and track its movements.

• The Centre strongly advises seafarers to avoid confrontation with perpetrators, especially

when armed. It is likely that the perpetrators may cause harm attempting to escape from the

vessel or may turn violent upon being provoked.

• As incidents in the Gulf of Guinea have been observed more than 250nm from the coast,

relevant company security protocols may be implemented prior closing 300 nm from the coast.

• Continued impetus is recommended on information sharing between coastal states and

relevant agencies, especially in regions with more incidents.
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Maritime Incidents

• Incorrect cargo details and/ or misdeclaration of cargo leads to cargo mishaps at sea.

The importance of correct declarations is to be highlighted to all members involved in the

supply chain.

• Proper cargo and weight management is to be ensured onboard to maintain stability in

prevailing and envisaged sea conditions. Improperly loaded cargo is likely to shift in adverse

weather conditions, thereby leading to stability issues.

• Installation of the latest fire-protection systems, such as infrared cameras and heat

sensors, that can detect and provide quick/ faster reaction time, especially for vessels

carrying hazardous cargo and cargo requiring special attention, such as electric vehicles

with Lithium Ion batteries.

• The Centre strongly recommends the seafarers to monitor weather warnings prior to

putting out to sea.

• Vessels to monitor relevant warnings/ broadcasts whilst at sea are advised to seek

shelter (if feasible) or steer a safe course during periods of heavy weather.

• Vessels are recommended to monitor coastal state guidelines on anchoring locations and

procedures.

• Proactive and timely reporting to relevant coastal agencies is recommended to facilitate

an appropriate response.

• The Centre urges all seafarers to maintain a good lookout for small vessels in distress

and render timely assistance, which is also mandated by SOLAS convention.

• Effective crew change mechanisms may be worked out to minimise chances of human

errors due to possible crew fatigue. Relevant flag state, port state, IMO and industry

guidance may be consulted to ensure timely crew change.
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VISITS

Mr. OKA Masami, Vice Minister of Defense for International Affairs, Japan visited the Centre

on 06 Apr 23.

IFS officers of 2022 batch visited the Centre on 05 Apr 23.

A delegation from Republic of Korea Navy led by RAdm Junjae IM, visited the Centre on 13

Apr 23.
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VISITS

A delegation from Diplomatic Academy of Vietnam led by Prof. Nguyen Thi Lan Anh, DG,

East Sea Institute, visited the Centre on 19 Apr 23.

*** End of Report ***

EVENTS

The Centre conducted the maiden Maritime Data Management Course for Eastern Africa

Standby Force (EASF), Kenya from 24 – 28 Apr 23.
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Scan to Access 

Working Definitions used for Maritime Safety 

and Security Incidents




