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Disclaimer

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s reports have been derived
from various internal and external linkages such as partner nations,
other maritime stakeholders, agencies and open sources. The report
aims to undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and
anomalies to ensure safety and security of mariners and seafarers.
While due care and effort has been taken to ensure veracity of data,
due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of information
contained therein. The positions of incidents depicted in some cases
may be approximate or indicative. IFC-IOR requests and seeks
assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to
undertake accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis so as to build
a comprehensive picture of existing threats in the maritime domain.
The information contained in the report and the analysis thereon, is
not reflective of the views of the Government of India or Indian Navy
in any manner.
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* GoG - Focus on only Piracy & Armed Robbery incidents

Trend Analysis of Incidents
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PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY

Sub-Category ® Attempted Boarding ®Kidnap ® Sea Robbery @ Sea Theft @ Suspicious Approach
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PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY

10 piracy and armed robbery incidents (actual and attempted) were recorded by the

Centre in Aug 23, a 54% decrease from Jul 23 (22 incidents). Bulk carriers (05), followed by
cargo vessel (01), container ship (01), fishing vessel (01), supply vessel (01) and catamaran (01)
were reported to be the targeted vessels this month. The number of perpetrators involved in
these incidents varied from one to a maximum of eight. The regional analysis of Piracy and
Armed Robbery is enumerated in the succeeding paragraphs.

SOMS - Three incidents of sea theft and one incident of sea robbery were recorded in the

Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS) of the Singapore Strait (all in the Eastbound lane). Perpetrators
were observed operating in groups of two to four. Knives have been used as the primary weapon
of choice. The perpetrators have stolen ship properties, personal belongings and scrap metal in
the incidents. All crew members and vessels were reported to be safe.

GUlf Of GU’nea - One incident each of attempted boarding and kidnapping was

reported in the Gulf of Guinea on 05 Aug 23. The incident of attempted boarding was reported at
Takoradi Anchorage Area, Ghana. Around five perpetrators approached the supply vessel ANGGUN
in a canoe at the port quarter during night time and attempted to board the vessel twice with in
48 hours. Alert crew raised the alarm and the perpetrators aborted the boarding and moved away
from the vessel. The kidnapping incident was reported off the Opobo river, onboard a fishing
vessel. An unknown number of perpetrators boarded the vessel and kidnapped two fishermen.
Both the fishermen were, subsequently, released on 16 Aug 23.

SOU t h Ch ina Se d - One incident of sea robbery was reported onboard the Malta

flagged container ship CNC PLUTO at Manila anchorage, Philippines. Eight perpetrators armed
with guns boarded the vessel while at anchor and stole a cell phone. All crew members and the
vessel were reported safe.

EaSt Afrlca - One incident of sea theft was reported onboard the crewless

catamaran while moored inside the lagoon at Grand Gaube, Mauritius. An unknown number of
perpetrators escaped with two shafts and gearboxes.

Malacca Stra’t - One incident of sea robbery was reported onboard the United

States flagged bulk carrier SLNC SEVERN at berth 112, Belawan Port, Indonesia. Three
perpetrators armed with knives boarded the vessel at anchor and escaped with ship’s items.

Red Sea - An incident of a suspicious approach was reported on board a cargo vessel off

Yemen. One skiff (length -12m, breadth -01m) with six perpetrators onboard approached the
cargo vessel at 25 knots and maintained the same course. On seeing the Armed Security Team
onboard the cargo vessel, the skiff altered course and aborted the approach.




CONTRABAND SMUGGLING
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CONTRABAND SMUGGLING

88 contraband smuggling incidents were recorded by the Centre in Aug 23, a 31%

increase compared to Jul 23. Drug smuggling constituted the highest reported incidents,
followed by natural resources, fuel, domestic products, tobacco and Wildlife smuggling. A
detailed analysis of sub-categories of Contraband Smuggling is enumerated in succeeding
paragraphs.

Drugs - 35 drug seizures were recorded, with three incidents reported inside ports and

harbours (5 kg of cannabis, 2 million Captagon pills and 1.04 kg of Cocaine). The balance
incidents were reported at sea, involving seizure of 561.235 kg of cannabis, 560 kg of cocaine,
0.026 million ecstasy pills, 1690 kg of hashish, 1 kg of heroin, 32 kg of marijuana, 0.7 million of
yaba pills and 558.613 kg of methamphetamine.

Natural Resources - 17 incidents of natural resource smuggling were recorded,
comprising nine incidents off Sri Lanka, three incidents off India, two incidents off Vietnam and
one incident off Qatar. The seizures involved 5,953.8 kg of kendu leaves, 50,712 kg of areca
nuts, 250 m3 of sand, 722 kg of sea cucumber, 14.8 kg of gold and 567 kg of sea shells.

Fuel - 15 incidents of fuel smuggling involving seizures of approximately 6,08,254 L of diesel

and 1,975 L of petrol fuel were recorded. These comprised seven incidents each off Malaysia
and Vietnam and one incident off Philippines.

Domestic Products - Eight domestic product smuggling incidents were recorded this

month which involved small vessels. Three incidents were reported off Malaysia, two incidents
each off Indonesia and Myanmar and one incident off Vietham. The domestic products seized in
these incidents involved animal feed, chicken egg, cooking oil, cosmetic products, gas
cylinders, perfumes, polyester, synthetic products and used clothes.

Tobacco - six incidents of tobacco smuggling were recorded comprising two incidents off
Malaysia and one each off Indonesia, Oman, Philippines and Thailand. A total of 17,500 packets,
47,000 boxes and 2.8 million sticks of cigarettes were seized.

Wildlife - Four incidents of wildlife smuggling were recorded, comprising two incidents

reported off Indonesia and one each off Malaysia and India. The species seized were birds, sea
cucumbers and turtle eggs.

Weapons - Two incidents of weapon smuggling were recorded off Mauritius and Sri Lanka.
Seizures included flashlights and explosives (non-electric detonators and setup charges). These
explosives were likely to be utilised for blast fishing.

Alcohol - one incident of alcohol (120 L of liquor) smuggling was recorded off Malaysia.




ILLEGAL UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED (IUU) FISHING

Sub-Category @IUU Fishing - Local @ IUU Fishing - Poaching
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ILLEGAL UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED (IUU) FISHING

7 3 IUU fishing incidents were recorded by the Centre in Jul 23. An increase of 28%

compared to Jul 23 (57 incidents) is observed. Among these, 38 incidents of local and 35
incidents of poaching were reported. Authorities seized 92 fishing vessels and apprehended 567
fishermen. The total fish catch recorded was 10,261 kg, with Malaysian authorities seizing 2,820

kg.

LOCGl IUU FiSh ing - 38 incidents were recorded which comprised 11

incidents off Malaysia, eight off Philippines, five off Sri Lanka, four each off Vietham and
Indonesia, three off Oman and one each off Bangladesh, Bahrain and Mauritius. Most of these
incidents involved violations of fishing licenses by local and foreign fishermen, illegal fishing
techniques and fishing of prohibited species.

POG Ch ’ng - 35 incidents involving foreign fishing vessels were recorded. 26 incidents

were reported off Australia, four off Indonesia, two each off Thailand and Sri Lanka and one off
Maldives. The interdiction of foreign fishing trawlers by authorities across the region was
observed due to robust surveillance, timely information sharing, coordinated patrols and
adequate focus on the pertinent issue of poaching. 330 fishermen were apprehended and 38
boats were seized by the authorities.
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IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION

Sub-Category ® Irregular Human Migration
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IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION
22 IHM incidents were recorded by the 6

Centre in Aug 23, a 29% increase from Jul 23 ‘ ‘ 794

(17 incidents). These comprised six incidents
off Mayotte, four off Malaysia and four off €3
Philippines. Additionally, three incidents were

Rescued/
reported off Oman, three off Djibouti, and one Apprehended
incident each off Indonesia and Myanmar. o900 0o,
Migrants were observed using small boats. ‘9
Mayotte - The incidents reported off 57 . 28
Mayotte involved detaining traditional local Missing Dead

boats known as “kwassa-kwassa”, along with
suspected smugglers and irregular migrants. A
total of 415 irregular migrants and 26

suspected smugglers were rescued and 31
apprehended respectively. No migrants were
reported missing or dead and 37 boats were
seized in these incidents.

Smugglers
Apprehended

Significant Incidents ‘.-f 52

= On 26 Aug 23, Djibouti authorities seized a
boat with 118 irregular migrants (87 males
and 31 females) and apprehended three
suspected smugglers off Ras-Bir, Djibouti.

Boats

Comment- The majority of migrants were
Ethiopian, While the suspected smugglers were
of Yemeni nationals.

Migration Trends

Region No. Of Rescued/ Dead | Smugglers Boats
Incidents Apprehended Apprehended Involved

East Africa

West Asia 04 62 24 11 - 04
South Asia 01 08 33 17 - 01
South East 09 125 - - 02 08
Asia
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MARITIME INCIDENTS

Sub-Category @Aground @ Capsize @ Collision @Death  Fire @Flooding @Man Overboard ® Mechanical Failure @ MEDEVAC @Others @ SAR @ Sunk @ Vessel Detained @ Violent Confrontation
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MARITIME INCIDENTS

Mechanical failures constituted the highest number of
reported incidents, followed by sunk, fire and MEDEVAC. Four out of seven vessel detention
incidents for operating without valid documents were recorded off Malaysia.

- 12 incidents of vessels running aground (four incidents in the South China Sea,
three each in the Indian Ocean and Java Sea, one each in the Bay of Bengal and Maldives),
representing a 20% decrease compared to Jul 23 (15 incidents). No oil leak was reported in any of
these incidents and all crew members were safe.

- 18 incidents of capsize and 22 incidents of
sinking were recorded, with fishing vessels being the primary vessels involved, an increase of 18%
from Jul 23 (34 incidents). A total of 40 lives were lost in these incidents.

- The Centre monitored 21 MEDEVAC and 15 SAR
operations. The combined SAR and MEDEVAC saw a 3% increase from Jul 23 (35 incidents).

- 31 mechanical failure incidents were recorded on fishing vessels,
passenger ships and cargo vessels, a 15% increase from Jul 23 (27 incidents). The majority of
incidents during this month were reported due to engine failure and running out of fuel. The
incidents of mechanical failure are attributable to heavy weather and sub-optimal machinery
maintenance. The defects were mostly rectified by the ship’s crew. However, in some incidents,
assistance from local authorities was sought by vessels.

Effect of Incidents

Incidents Affecting
Vessels, 136

Incidents Affecting
Individuals, 31
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OTHER INCIDENTS

Sub-Category @ Marine Environment Pollution
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An Incident of Marine Environment

Pollution was reported Off Phuket,
Thailand 04 Aug 23

Maritime Security Threats Marine Environment Pollution

Hybrid
(Hy ) 01 incident

* An incident of oil slicks caused by fuel

L. used by marine vessels was recorded on

No incidents recorded four beaches at Phuket, Thailand, on 04
Aug 23.

Others Cyber Security Incidents
01 incident

* An incident of damage to a submarine
No incidents recorded cable was reported off Abidjan, Cote
d’lvoire, on 06 Aug 23.
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WEATHER FORECAST - Sep 23

Region Il

Region Il

Region IV

LonaITUDE
SEP SIGNIFICANT WAVE HEIGHT (m)

Region I: Arabian Sea (AS) - Surface pressure ranging between 1008 -1010 hPa is seen over
South Arabian Sea, which gradually decreases to about 1000 -1002 hPa towards the Northern
Arabian Sea. The average Sea Surface Temperatures (SST) of about 27 - 28°C prevail over most
parts of the Arabian Sea. No cyclonic storm has ever formed over this region during this month.
Moderate to rough Seas (Sea State 4-5) prevail over most parts of the Arabian Sea, reducing to
Sea State 2-3 over the Equatorial Indian Ocean.

Region II: Bay of Bengal - The weather systems over the Bay of Bengal (BOB) originate South
of latitude 18°N and West of longitude 092°E, gradually tracking WNW ward. The systems
forming to the West of longitude 080°E, tend to curve towards the north. A total of 14 cyclonic
disturbances have formed in the Bay during the past 30 years. The probability for
intensification of these systems into Severe Cyclonic Storms is very less in this month due to
high vertical wind shear. The average minimum surface (air) temperature of 28 - 32°C is seen
over the Bay of Bengal.

Region Ill: Southeast Asia - The mean sea level pressure over the region varies from 1004 -
1010 hPa. During this month, there is a reduction in swell with a mean height of 0.2 - 1.0 m
over most parts of the region. Average minimum surface (air) temperatures of 28 - 32° C are
seen over the South China Sea and 20 - 24° C over the Malacca Strait. The sea state is around 2
- 5 over most parts of the region.

Region IV: South Indian Ocean - During this month, a maximum sea level pressure of the order
of 1024 hPa is seen over the central parts of the southern Indian Ocean. High pressure is seen
between 25°- 35°S and 040°- 080°E. The tropical disturbances are almost absent in this
month. Dry winds are predominant over the south Indian Ocean region and adjoining land
masses. The average minimum surface (air) temperature varies between 20 - 27°C in southern
IOR. Surface current is maximum off Somalia coast and is of the order of 0.6 - 3.1 kn.

Note. The above weather report is also published on the IFC-IOR website and available at the
link below for download and reference.

https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior/static/data/reports/weather/Weather Forecast Aug 23.pdf
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INFORMATION/EVENTS OF INTEREST

» Signing of White Shipping Information Agreement.

The signing of the Standard Operating VH
Procedure (SOP) for the exchange of White
Shipping Information between Indian Navy &
Philippine  Coast Guard, signifies a
significant step in enhancing maritime
cooperation and security between the two
countries. The exchange of White Shipping
Information pertains to the sharing of
information related to commercial and non-
military vessels operating in each other's
waters.

This cooperation will assist both countries in monitoring their respective maritime domains
more effectively and responding to potential threats or challenges. The signing of the SOP
in New Delhi during the visit of the Commandant of the Philippine Coast Guard to India
underscores the commitment of both nations to strengthening their maritime ties and
promoting regional stability. This agreement between the Philippine Coast Guard and the
Indian Navy to exchange information on merchant shipping will enable the practical
implementation of this data exchange.

« Malaysian Authorities Detain Diesel Misappropriation Syndicate.

Malaysian law enforcement agency has taken
action against a syndicate involved in the
unauthorized acquisition of diesel from a
prominent oil and gas company in the country.
Subsequent investigations have unveiled that
the syndicate, composed of individuals
occupying diverse roles within the shipping
sector, was operational along the East Coast of
the country. Operating since 2021, the
syndicate's actions have resulted in losses
amounting to RM 13.5 million for the oil and gas
company.

Upon investigation, it was discovered that the syndicate had been reselling surplus diesel that
was originally designated for individual marine logistic vessels. These transactions took place
at prices varying between RM1.80 and RM1.98 per liter. The profits from these sales were then
divided among the crew members on active duty. The police seized a total of two vehicles,
sixteen mobile phones, two oil tank depth gauges, three seals from different companies, and
additional items associated with the illicit misappropriation operations. Ongoing
investigations are focused on identifying any other individuals implicated in the syndicate's
operations and determining the scope of the unlawful activity's proliferation.

16




INFORMATION/EVENTS OF INTEREST

IFC-IOR Comments. IFC-IOR monitored 76 incidents of smuggling of diesel between Jan-
Aug 2023. Nearly 7.5 million liters of diesel were seized in first half this year. Viewed
from the context of the Indian Ocean Region (IOR), the recent crackdown by Malaysian
law enforcement on the illicit diesel smuggling syndicate holds immense significance. The
strategic maritime position of Malaysia's East Coast has long been pivotal for Indian Ocean
shipping and trade routes. The unapproved procurement and subsequent resale of diesel
not only present economic hurdles but also amplifies security apprehensions within this
critical region. The disclosure that individuals within the maritime industry were
implicated in this syndicate emphasizes the imperative for increased vigilance and
collaborative efforts among nations to counter such unlawful operations.

« Drug trafficking cartels manifest greater attraction towards narco-submarines.

A significant event involved the discovery of
two concealed vessels: one in the
Colombian Pacific, which contained two
tons of cocaine and two bodies, and one in
a Spanish estuary off the coast of the
Atlantic. A Low Profile Vessel (LPV) allows
Colombian drug traffickers to operate just
beneath the surface of the water, thus
avoiding radar detection.

This vessel has the capability to remain submerged for 18 consecutive hours. It possesses
the potential to transport as much as nine million tons of cocaine, and its exterior is coated
with Kevlar and carbon fibre, making it challenging to trace. These purpose-built crafts
play a central role in the drug smuggling efforts of Colombian cartels. They take various
routes, spanning from the Pacific toward Central America (United States), across the
Caribbean, and even crossing the Atlantic to reach Europe and East Africa.

Destructive fishing techniques present a significant challenge to the sustainability of
fisheries in Oman.

A significant portion of Oma’s population
depends on fishing for their livelihood.
According to the Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries, and Water Resources (MAFWR),
there are approximately 1,494 fishing vessels
and boats in Oman, highlighting the
government's strong emphasis on the
importance of its fisheries industry.

17




INFORMATION/EVENTS OF INTEREST

The sustainability of small pelagic fish stocks, such as sardines and ribs, is achieved through
the regulation of fishing operations. This involves establishing legislative and regulatory
frameworks that define the allowable quantities and sizes for annual fishing. Additionally,
fishing areas are designated on an annual basis to mitigate the adverse impact of excessive
fishing pressure on various fishing sites.

+ The ISRO-developed safety device for fishermen has undergone a successful test at
Neendakara.

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has
reached a major milestone with the successful
testing of ‘Nabhmitra," an innovative safety device
developed at ISRO's Space Applications Centre in
Ahmedabad. This device is designed to improve
the safety of fishermen during their sea voyages.
The testing occurred in Neendakara where the
device was installed on a fishing vessel. Nabhmitra
operates using advanced satellite communication
technology, enabling seamless two-way messaging
between fishing boats and maritime authorities at
sea.

Key features and functions of ISRO's Nabhmitra Device:

1. Weather and Cyclone Warnings: The device provides critical weather updates and
cyclone warnings in the local language to fishing boats.

2. Distress Messages: Fishermen can send distress messages to authorities in emergencies,
quickly alerting them to situations such as capsizing or fires with a single button press.

3. Emergency Connectivity: Upon receiving a distress signal, the control centre is
immediately notified, along with the distressed fishing boat's precise location.

4, Navigational Assistance: Nabhmitra serves as a navigational tool, offering information
about shipping channels and maritime boundaries.

5. Fishing Field Identification: Beyond safety, the device assists in identifying fishing
fields, enhancing the efficiency and productivity of fishing operations.

« Surge in sea robbery cases around Singapore Straits.

The Singapore Strait stands as a significant | -
global shipping route, accommodating nearly ||~ =V N
1,000 ships daily. This traffic has been growing |: SR ppeRaN
due to expanding maritime trade as pandemic | 1 pudliice Se
restrictions have lifted. The rise in sea robbery | = e
incidents, particularly in the Singapore Strait SNy AL
and other areas in Asia, is a concerning trend Sy & O\
that poses significant challenges to maritime i b i SNE
security and regional stability. These incidents . e
may have serious economic, humanitarian, and |, '
security implications. -
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INFORMATION/EVENTS OF INTEREST

The concentration of incidents in the Singapore Strait is particularly worrying due to its
strategic importance as one of the busiest and most critical maritime chokepoints in the
world. The strait connects the South China Sea and the Indian Ocean, making it a crucial
route for global trade and energy shipments. The high incidents of sea robberies in this area
can disrupt international trade, increase insurance costs for shipping companies, and raise
concerns about the safety of seafarers. The concentration of these incidents around
Singapore, Johor, Batam, and Bintan highlights the importance of addressing maritime
security challenges in these areas. These regions are strategically located and serve as
critical maritime chokepoints, making them attractive targets for criminal activities such as
piracy and armed robbery.

IFC-IOR Comments. In light of the alarming rise in sea robbery incidents, particularly in
the Singapore Strait and other key areas across Asia, it is imperative that comprehensive
and collaborative measures are taken to address this escalating threat to maritime
security and regional stability. IFC-IOR monitored 22 incidents of attempted as well as
actual incidents of sea robbery between Jan-Aug 2023 in Singapore Strait and the
Singapore Strait alone witnessed 09 incidents of ships undergoing sea robbery between
January and June this year, marking an increase from the 07 cases recorded in the first
half of 2022. Knives were employed by the perpetrators in 17 of the incidents, but the
crew remained unharmed. In 11 instances, no items were stolen.

* Indonesia, Malaysia, and Singapore are in discussions regarding the safety of maritime
activities in the Straits of Malacca and Singapore.

Officials from Indonesia, Malaysia, and — ; L
Singapore recently convened for the 46t —
Technical Tripartite Experts Group (TTEG) T™
meeting to strengthen maritime safety and 14/
protection in the Straits of Malacca and [PROJECT CO-ORDINATION
Singapore (SOMS). The meeting, organised by - ’
the Malacca Straits Council (MSC) included
discussions on cooperation mechanisms,
progress updates, and the development of
standard operating procedures (SOP) for SOMS
maritime safety.

Emphasis is on the critical role of the Straits of Malacca and Singapore (SOMS) as a vital and
strategic maritime route, characterized by its high traffic volume, extensive distances, and
geographical significance. This makes it an ongoing challenge for the three coastal countries
to ensure maritime safety, environmental protection, and maritime security in the region.
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INFORMATION/ EVENTS OF INTEREST

+ Boosting the Endurance of Underwater Cables in the Indo-Pacific

About 95-99% of global transoceanic digital
communication occurs through undersea
cables which offer high capacity, low
latency and reliability despite the rise of
alternatives like satellite communication.
Anchors and deliberate actions often cause
damage to undersea cables. Cables are
frequently laid over existing ones to
increase efficiency, creating vulnerable
points for damage.

To proactively address the challenges associated with undersea cables and ensure the
security, resilience, and efficient management of this critical infrastructure, governments
and regional/international organizations may consider the following actions:

v" Improve government policymaking and coordination on undersea cable protection.

v" Invest in expansion and incentivize diversification of undersea cable networks in
the Indo-Pacific.

Promote partnership among regional governments and commercial stakeholders.
Improve domain awareness and information-sharing on threats to undersea cables.
Build up regional capacity for cable repair.

AN

IFC-IOR _Comments. IFC-IOR monitored an incident involving damage to a submarine
cable off the coast of Abidjan, Céte d'lvoire on 06 August, 2023. This incident resulted in
a complete outage that impacted all Internet Service Providers utilizing the SAT 3 link in
Mayotte and Reunion Island. As a result of the outage, customers experienced slow
loading times and failures when trying to load web pages. The incident occurred in the
Gulf of Guinea (GoG) region and had an impact on both Mayotte and La Reunion.
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VISIT/ SEMINARS

IFC-IOR participated in India-UK Joint Maritime Security Workshop organized by
Directorate General of Shipping, Govt. of India & Department for Transport, U.K- 03 Aug
23

IFC-IOR participated in the harbour phase of exercise SEACAT conducted under the aegis of
U.S. 7th Pacific Fleet at Singapore from 14-18 Aug 23
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CONTACT INFO

@ +91 124-2208385, +91 7428963733

ifc-ior.gurugram @navy.gov.in

https://indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior

® @IFC_IOR

IFC-IOR, Sohna Road, Sector-33,
5 Gurugram 122001, India
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