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Disclaimer

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s reports have been derived

from various internal and external linkages such as partner nations,

other maritime stakeholders, agencies and open sources. The report

aims to undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and

anomalies to ensure safety and security of mariners and seafarers.

While due care and effort has been taken to ensure veracity of data,

due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of information

contained therein. The positions of incidents depicted in some cases

may be approximate or indicative. IFC-IOR requests and seeks

assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to

undertake accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis so as to build

a comprehensive picture of existing threats in the maritime domain.

The information contained in the report and the analysis thereon, is

not reflective of the views of the Government of India or Indian Navy

in any manner.
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* GoG – Focus on only Piracy & Armed Robbery incidents; Mediterranean – Focus on only IHM incidents

Piracy & Armed 

Robbery

Contraband 

Smuggling
IUU Fishing

Irregular Human 

Migration
Maritime Incidents

Maritime Security 

Incidents (Hybrid)

Marine Environment 

Pollution

Cyber Security 

Threats
Others

18 23 20
11

14 16
10 12 12 9 9

17
8

45 44
55

63 66

56
58

65
70 70

91 87
83

30
37

40
46

40

44

55 56
50

67

49

75

58

83

107 103

87

114

86

114

197
202

194

179

158 158

105

94 79

109

79

119

104

139

158

139 144

109

120

0

40

80

120

160

200

240

N
u
m

b
e
r 

o
f 

In
c
id

e
n
ts

Trend Analysis of Incidents Over Past 12 Months
(Dec 21 - Dec 22 )

Piracy & Armed Robbery Contraband Smuggling IUU Fishing Irregular Human Migration Maritime Incident

Overview

3



SE Asia, 4

Gulf Of Guinea, 2

East Africa, 1

South Asia, 1

Night

PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY

4

2

3

1

1

1

1

4

1

6

3

2

1

1

6

1

1

5

1

2

Suspicious Approach

Attempted Boarding

Attempted Sea Theft

Attempted Sea
Robbery

Illegal Boarding

Sea Theft

Sea Robbery

Attack

Kidnap

Hijack

Hijack & Kidnap

Dec 21

Nov 22

Dec 22

0602

Day

20
17

16

11 12

13

9 10

10

17

15

18

23

20

11

14 16

10

12 12

9 9

17

8

J
a
n

F
e
b

M
a
r

A
p
r

M
a
y

J
u
n

J
u
l

A
u
g

S
e
p

O
c
t

N
o
v

D
e
c

Comparison of Incidents

2021 2022



08 piracy and armed robbery incidents (actual as well as attempted) were recorded

by the Centre in Dec 22. This was a 53% decrease in the number of incidents as compared

to Nov 22 (17 incidents). A total of three incidents of sea theft, two incidents of attempted

sea robbery and one incident each of hijack & kidnap, attack and sea robbery were recorded

by the Centre. Six incidents occurred during the night and two incidents in the daytime.

SOMS – During the month of Dec 22, two incidents of attempted sea robbery and one

incident of sea robbery were reported in the Eastbound Lane of the Traffic Separation

Scheme (TSS). These incidents were reported at night onboard two bulk carriers and a crude

oil tanker. Perpetrators armed with knives boarded the vessels whilst underway and

reportedly escaped with machinery parts and a mobile phone. The number of perpetrators

varied from a minimum of two to a maximum of seven. All crew members and vessels were

reported to be safe.

Gulf of Guinea – One incident each of attack and hijack & kidnap was

recorded in GoG in Dec 22. The incident of attack involved an oil tanker whereas the hijack

and kidnap incident was reported onboard a passenger vessel whilst underway. The oil tanker

was approached by an unknown number of perpetrators in a boat, who fired several shots

and fled. There was no damage to the vessel and all crew members were safe. In the

incident of hijack & kidnap around nine perpetrators in a fast boat approached, fired upon

and boarded the passenger’s vessel. Reportedly, the perpetrators took two crew members

hostage, stole portable communication equipment and escaped. The remaining crew

members and the vessel were reported to be safe.

South China Sea - One incident of sea theft was recorded off Vietnam

in Dec 22. This incident was reported onboard a barge towed by a tug, which was boarded by

two perpetrators whilst underway. The authorities approached the barge and alerted the

master about the presence of two perpetrators onboard who were found unloading scrap

metal onto a small boat. The authorities apprehended two perpetrators and seized a wooden

fishing boat with 1.5 tons of scrap iron which was alongside the barge.

Indian Ocean – One incident of sea theft was recorded off Mauritius in

Dec 22. The incident involved an unmanned catamaran which was boarded by an unknown

number of perpetrators at anchorage during the night time. Reportedly, the perpetrators

stole a dinghy, OBMs and fenders.

Arabian Sea – One incident of sea theft was recorded off India in Dec 22.

The incident involved a chemical tanker which was boarded by three perpetrators, whilst at

anchorage. Reportedly, the perpetrators escaped in a small boat with steel stool pieces. All

crew members and the vessel were reported to be safe.
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83 contraband smuggling incidents were recorded by the Centre in the month of Dec

22, a slight decrease from Nov 22 (87 incidents). Drug smuggling constituted 27% of the
recorded incidents, followed by domestic products and fuel smuggling.

Drugs – 22 drug seizure incidents were recorded in Dec 22, a 27% decrease from Nov 22 (30

incidents). A total of seven incidents of drug seizures were reported inside ports, the seizures

at ports primarily involved 106 kg of Hashish, 71.2 kg of methamphetamine, 45 kg of heroin

and 1.7 million captagon pills set to be smuggled via sea route.

Domestic Products – 17 incidents of domestic product smuggling were recorded in

Dec 22, which comprised seven incidents off the Philippines, four incidents off Malaysia, three

incidents off Indonesia, two incidents off India and one incident off Myanmar. The domestic

products seized in these incidents involved 100 tons of electrical and electronic waste, 50,000

kg of onions, 1400 pieces of airpods, 3110 kg of frozen pork, 1450 kg of beef shank, 1338

pieces of cosmetics, 400 kg of cooking oil, 234 number of photocopier machines and
87 cellphones.

Fuel – 14 incidents of fuel smuggling involving the seizure of about 631,130 litres of fuel

and 64 drums of diesel were recorded in Dec 22. These comprised eight incidents off

Vietnam, three incidents off Malaysia and one incident each off Philippines, Mauritius and
Iran.

Tobacco – 11 incidents of tobacco smuggling were recorded by the Centre in Dec 22,

which comprised four incidents each off Malaysia and Philippines, two incidents of Vietnam

and one incident off Indonesia. A large number of cigarettes (405,000 packs, 707 master

cases, 3,019 reams, 895 boxes, 86 cartons and 18.6 million sticks ) were seized during this

month.

Natural Resources - 10 incidents of natural resource smuggling were recorded by

the Centre in Dec 22, which comprised three incidents off Sri Lanka, two incidents each off

Philippines, India and one incident each off Thailand, Malaysia and Mauritius. The seizure

involved in these incidents includes kendu leaves, rubber sheets, sandalwood and wooden
logs.

Alcohol – Four incidents of alcohol smuggling were recorded by the Centre in Dec 22,

which comprised three incidents off Malaysia and one incident off Indonesia. A total of 46
bottles, 1,920 cans and 68,263 litres of alcohol were seized in these incidents.

Wildlife - Three incidents of wildlife smuggling were recorded by the Centre in Dec 22,

which comprised one incident each off Indonesia, Malaysia and South Africa. The species

seized in these incidents were monkeys, chickens, abalone and birds.

Weapons – One incident each of weapon smuggling was recorded in the Gulf of Oman

and the Philippine Sea in Dec 22. A total of one million rounds of 7.62 mm, 25,000 rounds of

12.7 mm, 7,000 proximity fuses, 2,100 kg of propellant were seized from a fishing vessel in
the Gulf of Oman and firearms were seized from a passenger ship in the Philippine Sea.
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58 IUU fishing incidents were recorded by the Centre during Dec 22, a decrease

of about 23% from Nov 22 (75 incidents). A 37% decrease from Nov 22 (35 incidents) was

observed in the number of poaching incidents as compared to Nov 22. A total of 59 fishing

vessels and 305 fishers were involved in the IUU fishing in Dec 22. The total quantity of

fish catch accounts for 16,845 kg, out of which 6,000 kg was seized from three

mechanised boats by Indian authorities. Seizures of banned nets accounting for

approximately 732 m and 22 sets of fishing nets were also recorded in these incidents.

Local IUU Fishing – Out of 36 incidents of local IUU fishing, 17

incidents were reported off Malaysia, six incidents each off Sri Lanka and Mauritius, four

incidents off India and one incident each off Philippines, Indonesia and Oman. Reportedly,

the fishers were fishing without valid documents and using banned fishing methods. A total

of 128 fishers were apprehended and 34 fishing boats were seized by the local authorities.

Some fishers were also apprehended for fishing in prohibited zones.

Poaching – 22 incidents of Poaching by foreign fishing vessels were recorded

in Dec 22. Apprehension of foreign fishers undertaking poaching in waters of another

country was also reported in Australia (14 incidents), Malaysia (four incidents) and

Maldives, Pakistan, India and Sri Lanka (one incident each). A total of 177 fishermen were

apprehended in poaching incidents and 25 boats were seized by the local agencies.
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ILLEGAL UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED (IUU) FISHING
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Region Duration Remarks 

South Africa 01 Sep 22 – 14 Jan 23 African Penguin

Seychelles 15 Oct 22 – 14 Jun 23 White Teat Fish

Philippines 15 Nov 22 – 15 Feb 23 Pelagic Species

India (East Coast) 01 Nov 22 – 31 May 23 Turtles

Oman 01 Dec 22 – 31 Aug 23 Shrimp

Fishers 
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158 IHM incidents were recorded by the

Centre in Dec 22, the same as compared to

Nov 22. About 87% of the recorded incidents

occurred in the Mediterranean region. A large

number of incidents in the Mediterranean

could be attributed to the continued presence

of law enforcement agencies, enhanced

reporting and favourable weather conditions.

Five incidents off Mayotte, three incidents

off Indonesia, two incidents each off

Australia, Myanmar, Malaysia and Sri Lanka

and one incident each off Reunion, Mauritius
and Oman were also recorded by the Centre.

Mayotte – The five incidents

reported off Mayotte involved detaining of

traditional local boats “kwassa-kwassa” along

with suspected smugglers and irregular

migrants. A total of 1080 irregular migrants,

52 suspected smugglers and 78 boats were
seized in these incidents.

Mediterranean – 138

incidents were recorded in the Mediterranean

in Dec 22, a slight (13%) decrease from

incidents recorded in Nov 22 (158 incidents).

134 incidents were recorded off Türkiye, two

incidents off Libya and one incident each off

Tunisia and Lebanon. The large number of

incidents recorded in the Mediterranean

region involved the usage of inflatable boats
and lifeboats.
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Region Rescued/ 

Apprehended

Missing Dead Smugglers 

Apprehended

Boats

Involved

East Africa 1139 - - 53 80

West Asia 08 - - - -

South Asia 386 - - 06 05

South East Asia 257 - 20 - 08

Mediterranean 5379 - 02 36 153

Migration Trends
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120 maritime incidents were recorded by the Centre for Dec 22, a slight increase

from Nov 22 (109 incidents). The increase in maritime incidents as compared to Nov 22 is

attributable to the prevailing weather conditions in the IOR and adjoining seas, particularly

in South East Asia. A increase in both collision and SAR incidents (16 incidents) were

recorded as compared to Nov 22 (06 incidents). Three incidents of vessels being detained

off Malaysia by coastal authorities were recorded this month, same as Nov 22. Reportedly,

the vessels were involved in unauthorised anchoring and without valid documentation in
these three incidents.

Aground – A 50% increase was observed in the number of incidents involving vessels

running aground during this month. 12 incidents of vessels running aground were recorded -

four incidents each in the South China Sea and the Indian Ocean, two incidents in the Java

Sea and one each incident in the Philippine Sea and Sulu Celebes Sea.

Capsize and Sinking of Vessels – 09 incidents of capsizing and 22 incidents

of vessels sinking at sea were recorded by the Centre during this month, which was an

increase of 15% from Nov 22. Majority of the capsize and sinking of vessels incidents
involved small boats such as fishing boats, wooden boats etc.

SAR Operations – 09 incidents of both MEDEVAC and SAR operations, undertaken by

various maritime agencies, were monitored by the Centre during this month. The combined
SAR and MEDEVAC saw a slight decrease from Nov 22 (19 incidents).

Mechanical Failure – 20 incidents of mechanical failure were recorded by the

Centre during this month, which was about an 18% increase from Nov 22. The majority of

incidents were reported due to engine failure during this month. However few incidents of

mechanical failure were reported due to fuel shortage, pipe explosion and failure of the

water pump. The mechanical failure may be attributable to low maintenance of machinery.
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OTHER INCIDENTS
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Maritime Security Threats 

(Hybrid) 

Marine Environment Pollution

Cyber Security IncidentsOthers

02 incident recorded

• A cyber attack was reported on

Voyager Worldwide, maritime

technology company in Singapore on 02

Dec 22. Reportedly, all systems have

been taken offline at the navigation

services.

• A cyber attack was reported at Port

of Lisbon, Europe on 25 Dec 22,

hampering the port’s website and

internal computer systems.

.

[ 03 incidents recorded

• 03 incidents involved seizure of oil tankers

in the Red Sea (likely conflict related).

03 oil spills recorded

• One each oil spill was reported at

Tanjung Uncang, Indonesia and Port Louis

Harbour, Mauritius.

• An oil spill was reported from a vessel

after colliding with another vessel due to

dense fog at Tulatuli Majher Char,

Bangladesh.

No incidents recorded
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NATURAL EVENTS

On 08 Dec 22, Tropical Cyclone ‘Mandous’

originated in the Bay of Bengal and continued

moving westwards over the Bay of Bengal with

a windspeed of 85 kmph, towards the southeast

coast of India. TC ‘Mandous’ developed into a

severe tropical cyclone storm and brought

extremely heavy rainfall to the southern parts

of India and Sri Lanka coast. On 10 Dec 22, TC

‘Mandous’ made landfall near Puducherry and

Sriharikota, India and was subsequently

downgraded to a Tropical Depression.

Tropical Cyclone (TC) ‘MANDOUS’ in the Bay of Bengal 08 Dec 22

Weather Forecast. A monthly weather forecast for the month of Jan 23 in the IOR region has

been uploaded on IFC-IOR website for reference.

WEATHER FORECAST

• Region I: Arabian Sea – The occurrence of tropical

disturbances is unlikely over Arabian Sea during this month. The

surface winds to south of 25°N latitude are mainly NEly/ 10-15

Knots, while calm winds are experienced over the North Arabian

Sea. Sea conditions are Relatively Smooth (Sea State 2) over

North Arabian Sea and Slight (Sea State 3) over the South

Arabian Sea .

• Region II: Bay of Bengal – During this month, the probability

of formation of Depression/ Cyclonic Storm is low due to low

Sea Surface Temperatures (SST) and stable atmospheric

conditions. The Sea State over North & Central Bay is of the

order of 1-2 and increases slightly up to 3 over South BOB.

• Region III: Southeast Asia - Surface winds are NE-Ely of the

order 15-20 Knots over the Southern parts of South China Sea.

The swell waves from N-NE direction with height of the order of

1.5 - 2.5 m prevail over the region. In addition, the surface

current in SW direction over South China Sea is observed for

most duration of the month.

• Region IV: South Indian Ocean - Strong Westerly winds

regime (30-40 Knots), known as Roaring Forties prevail to the
South of 35oS.



INFORMATION/EVENTS OF INTEREST

16

The Indian Ocean Piracy High Risk Area was established in 2010

during the height of the Somalia piracy threat to demarcate area

where enhanced vigilance was required to avoid attacks. A group

of international shipping bodies comprising of International

Chamber of Shipping (ICS), BIMCO, International Marine

Contractors Association (IMCA), INTERCARGO, INTERTANKO and Oil

Companies International Marine Forum (OCIMF) had previously

informed the International Maritime Organization (IMO) of the

decision to remove the Indian Ocean Region Piracy HRA completely

wef 01 Jan 23.

Source: International Shipping Bodies

• Indian Ocean High Risk Area for Piracy Removed on 01 Jan 2023

Coastal communities are among those most affected by the effects

of climate change. Rising sea levels, for instance, increase the

vulnerability of coastal cities and communities to flooding, erosion

and inundation. This is a particular concern to Southeast Asian

countries with long maritime borders and high percentages of the

population living in the coastal areas. Rising sea levels and

extreme weather events threaten the accessibility, availability,

and safety of maritime infrastructure and assets. In view of the

growing recognition of the security implications of climate change

and the specific challenges facing Southeast Asian countries,

particularly the militaries, the region should consider developing a

better understanding of the security implications of climate

change in the maritime space.

• Climate-Induced disasters as an evolving threat to SouthEast Asia’s Maritime Security

Source: S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies

• Enhancing global responses to synthetic drug challenges

The last few years have seen a rapid increase in the affordability,

availability and potency of synthetic drugs around the world. In

response, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)

Synthetic Drug Strategy has developed a framework to guide

international, regional and national action to address this growing

global problem. The strategy has achieved tangible impacts in a

range of cross-cutting areas related to synthetic drugs including

forensic science, criminal justice, cybercrime, sea and air

trafficking and maritime crime. However, ideas for new

collaborations on emerging threats, gaps and needs in global

responses and the priorities for future action will guide the work

of the Synthetic Drug Strategy in the coming years.

Source: UNODC
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The international subsea cable sector is booming. More than 450

submarine cables carry about 95% (or more, the percentage is

contentious and continually debated) of all international telecom

service traffic, together with the ever-increasing data traffic

generated by the hyperscale cloud companies and big streaming

content providers. Thus, more and more submarine systems are

either being deployed or planned to help satisfy the insatiable

demand for greater capacity, scale and reach. The continuing

growth of the subsea cable sector will continue to flourish, with

more than $10bn set to be invested in the 2022-2024 period.

However, with the increasing demand for connectivity and

bandwidth, cable systems remain vulnerable to attacks.

Source: Telegeography Report

• The International Subsea cable sector growing globally

• Over 1,500 seafarers were abandoned in 2022

In 2021, the authorities saw ‘an alarming spike’ in cases of ships

and crew being abandoned by owners in the wake of the Covid

pandemic. The trend continued throughout 2022, which ended up

being the worst year on record. A total of 1,555 seafarers and 113

ships have been abandoned this year, the highest number of cases

since records began. The insidious culture of seafarer

abandonment is a direct result of a lack of effective enforcement

of human and labour rights protections in the industry. Earlier this

month a joint IMO/ILO working group agreed on a new set of

guidelines to address the significant rise in cases of abandonment

being reported. The guidelines draw on relevant ILO international

labour standards, notably the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006,

which requires flag states to ensure a financial security system is

in place for ships. They also encourage port states to pay

particular attention to this financial security during their

inspections of foreign ships that visit their ports. The new

guidelines, however, are voluntary and non-binding and add little

to the existing requirements established under the MLC, 2006.

Source: Lloyds Maritime Insurance Report

The Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC 79) of the

International Maritime organization (IMO) has made progress

towards revising the Initial IMO GHG Strategy and working towards

adopting a strengthened revised Strategy in mid-2023 at MEPC 80.

The Committee reaffirmed its commitment to adopt a revised IMO

GHG Strategy and continue its work on identifying the GHG

reduction measures on priority.

• Marine Environment Protection Committee Progress on GHG (Greenhouse Gas

Emissions) Strategy.

Source: IMO
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• UNODC combats migrant smugglers

Migrant smuggling is a global, organized crime that endangers the

lives and safety of migrants. Smugglers take advantage of people

who are escaping poverty, natural disaster, conflict or

persecution, or lack of employment and education opportunities

but do not have the option to migrate legally. Irregular migrants

are targeted by criminal organizations as easy sources of profit.

UNODC's Global Maritime Crime Programme has developed

regional standardized training on encounters with migrants'

vessels at sea and established a regional training centre in

Trinidad and Tobago to improve such operations in the Caribbean.

Additionally, it has provided access to technology and equipment

to support states detect and deter migrant flows at sea while

promoting the safety of both boarding teams and migrants.

Source: UNODC

• United States Agency for International Development (USAID) Commences five-year

Ocean Plastics Reduction Project in Sri Lanka and Maldives

The United States Agency for International Development (USAID)

announced the official launch of a planned five-year project in

Sri Lanka and Maldives to reduce environmental plastics by

decreasing the industrial use of plastic and improving integrated

solid waste management practices in the two countries. The

project’s overall goal is to increase participation in solid waste

management and reduction programs, preventing thousands of

tons of plastic from leaking into the environment. Combatting

plastic pollution will reduce threats to marine ecosystems and

livelihoods, food security, and ultimately, human health.

Source: USAID

• Asia-Europe Underwater Cable Communication System Repairs

The Department of Fisheries of Myanmar announced a warning

for vessels to follow maritime warnings regarding the repair of

the Asia-Europe underwater cable communication system. The

repair work will be progressed from 20 Dec 22 to 01 Feb 23 due

to the interruption of the Asia-Europe international

communication which was broken on 05 Nov 22. Vessels are

advised not to pass through, drop anchor and lay fishing gear

within 04 km from the places where the repair works are to be

carried out.

Source: Department of Fisheries, Myanmar
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VISITS

Rear Admiral Emmanuel Slaars, Joint Cdr of French forces in IOR, ALINDIEN, visited the

Centre on 13 Dec 22.

*** End of Report ***
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