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Disclaimer

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s reports have been derived
from various internal and external linkages such as partner nations,
other maritime stakeholders, agencies and open sources. The report
aims to undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and
anomalies to ensure safety and security of mariners and seafarers.
While due care and effort has been taken to ensure veracity of data,
due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of information
contained therein. The positions of incidents depicted in some cases
may be approximate or indicative. IFC-IOR requests and seeks
assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to
undertake accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis so as to build
a comprehensive picture of existing threats in the maritime domain.
The information contained in the report and the analysis thereon, is
not reflective of the views of the Government of India or Indian Navy
in any manner.
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* GoG - Focus on only Piracy & Armed Robbery incidents
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PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY

12 piracy and armed robbery incidents (actual and attempted) were recorded by the

Centre in Dec 23, compared to 16 incidents in Nov 23. Tankers, dhows, bulk carriers, pleasure
crafts and fishing vessels were reported to be the targeted vessels. The number of perpetrators
involved in these incidents varied from three to a maximum of 20. The regional analysis of Piracy
and Armed Robbery is enumerated in the succeeding paragraphs.

West Asia - Four incidents of hijack and two incidents of suspicious approach were
reported in West Asia. The incidents of hijack were reported onboard fishing dhows Emrat 2,
Al Khair, Al Sagar and a Malta-flagged bulk carrier MV RUEN. All the incidents of the hijacking
were reported off Somalia. It is likely that the perpetrators used the hijacked dhows as mother
ships in attacking/ hijacking other vessels. The incident analysis of MV Ruen revealed that the
mother ship (dhow) remained in the proximity of MV after boarding, till the perpetrators
established control over the vessel as a possible means for a swift escape; in case of intervention
by naval forces. The two incidents of suspicious approaches were reported in the Gulf of Oman
and off Dijibouti. These incidents involved 05-06 small boats with armed perpetrators onboard
approaching the vessels at high speed. In one of the incidents, the boats were observed to be
following the vessel for 90 min and getting detached thereafter. Vessels are advised to extreme
caution, remain vigilant and maintain strict anti-piracy watch and measures.

GUlf Of Guinea - one incident of attack was reported onboard a local fishing vessel off

Brass, Bayelsa State, Nigeria. A group of perpetrators attacked the vessel and stole engines and
fishing gear. One fisherman sustained injuries and one fisherman lost his life in this incident.

East Afl'iCG - Three incidents of sea theft were reported in East Africa, two off Mauritius
and one off Mozambique. The incidents reported off Mauritius involved an unknown number of
perpetrators boarding the pleasure craft while at anchor and escaping with the ship’s items. The
incident reported off Mozambique involved a Liberia-flagged tanker, PACIFIC KOHINOOR which
was boarded while at anchor. In this incident, an unknown number of perpetrators boarded the
vessel and escaped with the ship’s items.

South East Asia - one incident each of sea theft and sea robbery was reported in South
East Asia. The incident of sea robbery was reported onboard the Panama-flagged tanker SHOKAI
at Dumai Anchorage, Indonesia. Four perpetrators armed with long knives boarded the tanker
while at anchor and took one crew member hostage. The duty engineer on routine rounds
spotted the perpetrators and raised the alarm leading to the perpetrators escaping with engine
spares. In the incident of sea theft, an unknown number of perpetrators boarded the Singapore-
flagged bulk carrier KONRAD SCHULTE off Pulau Karimun Kecil, Indonesia. The investigation of
this incident revealed that the perpetrators entered the steering gear compartment through the
poop deck manhole and escaped with the ship’s items. The Centre has monitored that no
incident was reported in the Singapore Straits this month. This has been the lowest number of
Piracy and Armed Robbery incidents recorded in a month in the last two years. The arrest of
perpetrators in the last few months has likely contributed to the reduced number of incidents in
this region.




CONTRABAND SMUGGLING
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CONTRABAND SMUGGLING

76 contraband smuggling incidents were recorded by the Centre in Dec 23, compared to

79 incidents in Nov 23. Drugs smuggling constituted the highest number of reported incidents,
followed by fuel, natural resources, domestic products, alcohol, wildlife and tobacco smuggling.
A detailed analysis of the sub-categories of contraband smuggling is enumerated in succeeding
paragraphs.

Drugs - 23 drug seizures were recorded, with 11 incidents reported inside ports and harbours.

This included 2,252 kg of methamphetamine, 433 kg of cocaine, 235 kg of hashish, 150 kg of
cannabis and 6,000 pregabalin capsules. The remaining 12 incidents were reported at sea,
involving 3,554 kg of hashish, 392 kg of methamphetamine, 283 kg of heroin, 2 kg of ketum
leave, 1,80,0000 of yaba pills and 6,00,000 pregabalin capsules.

Domestic Products - Nine incidents of domestic product smuggling were recorded
this month which involved general cargo ships and motorboats. Three incidents off Philippines,
two incidents each off Malaysia and Myanmar and one incident each off Bangladesh and
Vietham. The domestic products seized in these incidents involved cars, chairs, cooking oil, dry
chilly, food products, goods, rice and household items.

Wildlife - Five incidents of wildlife smuggling were recorded involving two incidents off
Indonesia and one incident each off South Africa, Malaysia and Sri Lanka. The species seized
were abalones, birds, sea cucumbers and shellfish.

Tobacco - Four incidents of tobacco smuggling were recorded comprising two incidents off
India and one incident each off Philippines and Thailand. A total of 950 packets and 1,72,00,000
sticks of cigarettes were seized.

Fuel - 13 incidents of fuel smuggling involving seizure of approximately 255.6 kl of diesel,

4,790 kl of fuel and 400 L of petrol were recorded. These comprised seven incidents off
Vietnam, three incidents off Iran and one incident each off Indonesia, Malaysia and Philippines.

Natural Resources - 14 incidents of natural resources smuggling were recorded
constituting seven incidents off Vietnam, four incidents off Sri Lanka, two incidents off Mauritius
and one incident off Malaysia. The seizures involved 33,900 kg of wood, 2894 kg of kendu leaves,
2,680 cubic meter of sand, 58 pieces of sandalwood, 04 kg of gold and 05 timber logs.

Alcohol - Eight incidents of alcohol smuggling were recorded which comprised five incidents
off Indonesia and one incident each off India, Bangladesh and Malaysia. A total of 5,811 cans,
1,179 L, 428 bottles and 10 cartons of liquor were seized in these incidents.




ILLEGAL UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED (IUU) FISHING

Sub-Category @IUU Fishing - Local @ IUU Fishing - Poaching
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Among these, 30 incidents were local and 33 incidents were of poaching.
Authorities seized 70 fishing vessels and apprehended 392 fishermen. The decrease in the
number of incidents of poaching in North West Australia and the seasonal weather, especially the
NE monsoon, affecting fishing yields in South East Asia is the primary reason for this decrease in
overall figures. The total illegal fish catch recorded was 1,200 kg, with Malaysian authorities
seizing 910 kg. A seizure of approximately 426 m banned nets was also reported off Mauritius.

- 30 incidents of local IUU fishing were recorded,

which comprised 12 incidents off Malaysia, six incidents off Sri Lanka, four incidents off
Mauritius, three incidents off Vietnam, two incidents off Indonesia and one each incident of
India, Malaysia and Philippines. These incidents involved violations of fishing licenses by local
fishermen, illegal fishing techniques, banned fishing methods, use of blast fishing, etc.

- 33 incidents involving foreign fishing vessels were recorded, which

comprised 24 incidents off Australia, four incidents off Sri Lanka, three incidents off Thailand
and two incidents off Myanmar. Most of the poaching incidents were reported off North West
Australia. 202 fishermen were apprehended and 30 boats were seized by the authorities.

Fishing - '.

Vessels Fishers N/—

Involved Involved -.--.--.----' e
o S

Palawan 01 Nov 23 - 31 Jan 24 Galunggong
Philippines 15 Nov 23 - 15 Feb 24 Sardine
Mauritius 01 Dec 23 - 31 Mar 24 Lobster
Oman 01 Dec 23 - 31 Aug 24 Shrimp
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IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION

Sub-Category @ Irregular Human Migration
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IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION

21 IHM incidents were recorded by the

Centre in Dec 23, a 19% decrease from Nov 23

(26 incidents). These comprised six incidents off ‘ ‘ 21 45
Indonesia, five incidents off Mayotte, three

incidents each off Malaysia and Oman and one each Rescued/

off India, Vietnam, Bangladesh and La Réunion.
Migrants were observed using foreign trawlers, 00 0o,

Kwassa-Kwassa, wooden boats, and vyacht, . ‘
underestimating the risks of an irregular journey. N'I l N
MayO t t © - The incidents reported off Missing Dead

Mayotte involved detaining traditional local boats
known as “kwassa-kwassa”, along with suspected

smugglers and irregular migrants. 1,122 irregular 72
migrants and 72 suspected smugglers were rescued
and apprehended respectively. No migrants were Smugglers
reported missing or dead and 74 boats were seized Apprehended
in these incidents.

Apprehended

il

— [

sooog

Significant Incident ib’f 88

On 16 Dec 23, France authorities apprehended 249 Boats
illegal human migrants, 14 suspected smugglers
and seized 14 boats (Kwassa-Kwassa) off Mayotte.
Reportedly, the migrants were attempting to enter
the country illegally.

w

Migration Trends

Region No. Of Rescued/ Dead | Smugglers Boats
Incidents | Apprehended Apprehended Involved

East Africa 1129

West Asia 03 42 - - - 05
South Asia 02 209 - - - 01
South East 10 765 - - - 07
Asia
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MARITIME INCIDENTS
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MARITIME INCIDENTS

Mechanical failure constituted the highest number of reported incidents,
followed by sinking of vessels, aground, MEDEVAC, vessel detained, capsize, SAR and fire.

- 14 incidents of vessels running aground (six incidents in Indian Ocean,

four incidents in South China Sea and one incident each in Bay of Bengal, Andaman Sea, Celebes
Sea and Straits of Malacca & Singapore) were recorded. No oil leak was reported in any of these
incidents and all crew members were reported to be safe.

- 12 incidents of

capsize and 19 incidents of sinking were recorded, with fishing vessels being the primary vessels
involved, a 11% increase compared to Nov 23 (28 incidents of Capsize and Sinking of vessels). A
total of 15 lives were lost in these incidents.

- The Centre

monitored 13 MEDEVAC and 11 SAR operations. The combined SAR and MEDEVAC saw a 40%
decrease from Nov 23 (40 incidents).

- 27 mechanical failure incidents were recorded

on fishing vessels, passenger ships, cargo vessels, pleasure crafts and sailing yachts, compared to
18 incidents in Nov 23. The majority of incidents during this month were reported due to engine
failure. In most incidents, the ship's crew addressed the defects, but in a few cases, vessels
sought assistance from local authorities. Regular inspections, timely repairs and following
recommended operating procedures can significantly reduce the risk of mechanical issues.

Effect of Incidents
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OTHER INCIDENTS
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01 incident recorded

On 04 Dec 23, an incident of cyber attack was
reported on Australian-owned defense shipbuilder,
Austal USA. Reportedly, the attackers have
stolen unspecified data. However, no classified data
or personal data had been stolen.
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2 3 maritime security threats (hybrid)

incidents were recorded by the Centre in
Dec 23. Most of the incidents were reported
off Mokha, Yemen, however one incident of
drone attack was reported in the Arabian
Sea. The analysis of the incidents indicate
that the majority of the vessels targeted
were linked to Israel. However, a few vessels
having no clear linkages with Israel were also
monitored to have been targeted. In the
incidents of suspicious approaches, vessels
transiting through the southern Red Sea have
reported being hailed by an unknown entity
claiming to be the Yemeni Navy or Yemini
Coast Guard, ordering them to change
course to Hodeida Port. Vessels are
recommended not to respond to these calls
and continue their passage in an expeditious
manner.
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WEATHER FORECAST - JAN 24

Region | Region Il

Region Il

Region IV

JAN

SIGNIFICANT WAVE HEIGHT (1n)

Region I: Arabian Sea (AS) - The weather is relatively dry and cool over entire Arabian Sea (AS)
and the Mean Sea Level Pressure (MSLP) over Northern AS is around 1020 hPa. The occurrence of
tropical disturbances is unlikely over AS during this month. The surface winds to south of 25°N
latitude are mainly NEly/ 10-15 Knots, while calm winds are experienced over the North AS. The
rainfall activity over north AS, to the North of 20° N latitude is primarily under the influence of a
passing western disturbance. Sea conditions are relatively smooth (Sea State 2) over North AS
and slight (Sea State 3) over the South AS. Significant Wave Height is about 0.5 m over North AS
and increases southward to 1.0-1.5 m over the South AS.

Region Il: Bay of Bengal - Fair weather conditions prevail over most parts of Bay of Bengal
during the month with surface air temperatures of the order of 20° -24°C. Generally NEly winds
of the order of 05 - 10 Knots prevail over North Bay and 10 - 15 Knots over Central and South Bay.
During this month, the probability of formation of depression/ cyclonic storm is low due to low
Sea Surface Temperatures (SST) and stable atmospheric conditions. However, squally weather
accompanied with thunderstorms is observed over extreme southern parts of Bay and off East
Coast of Sri Lanka. The Sea State over North & Central Bay is of the order of 1-2 and increases
slightly up to 3 over South BOB.

Region lll: Southeast Asia - During this month, slack pressure gradient of the order of 2-4 hPa
prevails over the region with an average MSLP of 1020-1022 hPa. Surface winds are NE-Ely of the
order 15-20 knots over the southern parts of South China Sea. Isolated convective activity is seen
over Sumatra island and Straits of Malacca during late evening/ night hours. The swell waves
from N-NE direction with height of the order of 1.5 - 2.5 m prevail over the region. In addition,
the surface current in SW direction over South China Sea is observed for most duration of the
month.

Region IV: South Indian Ocean - The Inter Tropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ) shifts South of
Equator and is located at about 10°-12°S. The region near ITCZ experiences light winds and
convective activity and formation of tropical disturbances/ storms in the vicinity. These
disturbances initially track W-SW ward and later re-curve towards S-SE around 15-20°S. E-SEly
winds of the order of 10-15 Knots prevail over southwest coast of Africa & coastal Madagascar
and calm/ variable winds prevail near the Mozambique Channel. Strong westerly winds regime
(30-40 Knots), known as Roaring Forties prevail to the south of 35°S.

Note. The above weather report is also published on the IFC-IOR website and available at the
link below for download and reference.

https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior/static/data/reports/weather/IFC_IOR_Weather_Forecast_Jan_2024.pdf
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INFORMATION/EVENTS OF INTEREST

+ Maritime Security Advisory by Directorate General of Shipping, India

For the attention of ship owners, ship managers, shipping agents, RPSL Agents, Ship Masters,

Sea Fearers, Charterers, Recognised Organisation & Recognised Security Organisation

This advisory is issued given further
developments due to the escalation in the
number of security-related incidents in the Gulf
of Aden, Bab-el-Mandeb, Red Sea, Somalia Basin
and Arabian Sea region. The advisory
recommends all stakeholders to inform IFC-IOR
in the event of any incidents or security
escalations while transiting through the Red
Sea, Bab-el-Mandeb, Gulf of Aden, Somalia
Basin, Gulf of Oman, Persian Gulf and Arabian
Sea. In addition, all concerned stakeholders are
advised to refer to Weekly Maritime Security
Updates to obtain the weekly list of security
incidents published by IFC-IOR.

Read More:

https://dgshipping.gov.in/writereaddata/ShippingNot
ices/202312290232380355393MSBDGSCircular270f2023
dated29dec2023approved.pdf
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MINISTRY OF PORTS, SHIPPING AND WATERWAYS

DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF SHIPPING,
MUMBAI

F. No. File No: 28-11/3/2023-MSB Date -29 12 2023
DGS Circular No. 27 of 2023

Sub.: Maritime Securnity Advisory on the security situation in the Persian Gulf, Strait of
Hormuz. Gulf of Oman. Arabian Sea. Gulf of Aden, Bab al Mandeb Strait. Red Sea,
Somali Basin and Arabian Sea region - reg.

For the attention of Ship Owners. Ship Managers. Shipping Agents, RPSL Agents. Ship
Masters, Seafarers, Charterers, 40 ion & ised Security
Organisation, Coastal Indian States including A

Maritime Boards

1. This advisory is is
of security-related incidents in the Gulf of Aden, Bab al Mandeb Strait, Red Sca, Somali Basin

sucd given further developments due fo the escalation in the number

and Arabian Sea region. The Indian govemment consistently monitors the maritime security

environment to ensure the safe and secure passage of vessels, maintain uninterrupted trade

flows, and safeguard Indian ships, crew, and maritime interests.

2. In the cvent of any incidents or security escalation due to incidents stated in this

advisory, the communication
2.1 Contact the nearest coalition warship and Indian Navy vessel using VHF Channel 16,

rotocol to be followed generally is as follows:

provide the current location, describe the situation, communicate the intended course
of action, and seek further guidance
22 Inform the United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations (UKMTO), the vessel's

Company Security Officer. DGComm Centre (dzcommeentre-des@nic.in) with a
copy to IFC-IOR (ifc-ior surugram@navy gov
2.3 Inform other applicable agencies/organisations as relévant based on the region and

type of occurrence (such as MRCC. etc)
3. Gulf of Aden: In the event any vessel receives a VHF communication from entities
claiming to be the "Yemeni Navy" directing them to change course towards Al Hudaydah or
another location on the northwest coast of Yemen, the following steps should be taken

» Spanish Police Seize 7.5 Tonnes of Cocaine Hidden in Frozen Tuna Fish

Spanish police in the northwestern port of Vigo
seized 7.5 tonnes of cocaine hidden inside frozen
tuna fish due to be distributed across Europe. It was
one of the biggest drugs bust by volume. A total of
20 people belonging to two organisations of Balkan
origin have been apprehended in this incident. The
investigation by the Spanish police revealed that an
import company was set up by the smuggling
network to trade frozen fish and seafood

internationally. This company has been involved in
drug smuggling by sending a voluminous flow of
containers by sea from a variety of companies at
origin with the Iberian Peninsula always as the
destination.
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INFORMATION/EVENTS OF INTEREST

* Piracy attack on MV Ruen in Central Arabian Sea: Incident Analysis by IFC-IOR

IFC-IOR monitored a MAYDAY alert raised by MV RUEN and initiated a response through its
international and national linkages. Indian Navy’s assistance was sought, and a maritime
patrol aircraft undertaking surveillance in the area and its warship on anti-piracy patrol in
the Gulf of Aden were diverted to locate and assist MV RUEN. Certain salient observations
from the incident are:-

= Use of Dhow as Mother Ship. Somali pirates hijacked a dhow operating off Somalia
and utilised the same for attacking/ hijacking MV. Utilisation of hijacked dhow
provided reach and sustenance to pirates from mainland Somalia up to the high seas.
It was observed that the dhow maintained in proximity of MV after boarding till the
pirates established control over the vessel, as a possible means for a swift escape in
case of intervention by naval forces.

» Selection of Area of Hijacking. Attack/ hijacking of the MV was undertaken on high
seas (Central Arabian Sea), well clear of shipping/ fishing traffic. Further, the area
chosen by pirates for attacking/ hijacking the vessel was also well clear of
embarkation/ disembarkation point of private Marine Armed Security Personnel
(PMASP) ex-floating armouries. The area of incident also had limited presence of
warships.

» Usage of Citadel/ Safe House. The crew had safely evacuated to the citadel/ safe
house onboard the MV and had established communication with a naval maritime
patrol aircraft.




INFORMATION/EVENTS OF INTEREST

* Impact of attacks in Red Sea on Marine Insurance: IFC-IOR perspective

« Port of Rotterdam
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Around the Cape

of Good Hope

11,755 nautical miles
Cape of Good Hope 49 Days

Recent upsurge in attacks in the Red Sea by non-state actors has led some companies to
reroute their vessels away from the Suez Canal and the strategic Bab-el-Mandeb choke
point. The vessels have been observed taking the longer route around the Cape of Good
Hope to reach Europe and Asia, increasing their transit time. Although the international
forces operating in the area are responding and assisting the vessels transiting through this
region, the risk of major disruption to global trade will remain high as long as commercial
ships operated by various nationalities are being targeted. In addition, the following are the
ill effects of the attacks in the Red Sea:-

v Increase in war risk premium.

v Impact on both global energy security and dry cargo trade especially in Europe.

v Increase in transit time and fuel consumption view longer routes.

v Increase in ‘Dark Ship’ activities.

v Increase in container freight rates.

v" Increase in cargo losses.

v’ Disruption in global supply chains.
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IFC - IOR 5th Anniversary Events (18 - 22 Dec 23)




Visits/ Event

*** End of Report ***

Scan to Access
Working Definitions used for Maritime Safety and

Security Incidents
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CONTACT INFO

@ +91 124-2208385, +91 7428963733

ifc-ior.gurugram @navy.gov.in

https://indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior

® @IFC_IOR

IFC-IOR, Sohna Road, Sector-33,
5 Gurugram 122001, India
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