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Disclaimer

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s reports have been derived

from various internal and external linkages such as partner nations,

other maritime stakeholders, agencies and open sources. The report

aims to undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and

anomalies to ensure safety and security of mariners and seafarers.

While due care and effort has been taken to ensure veracity of data,

due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of information

contained therein. The positions of incidents depicted in some cases

may be approximate or indicative. IFC-IOR requests and seeks

assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to

undertake accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis so as to build

a comprehensive picture of existing threats in the maritime domain.

The information contained in the report and the analysis thereon, is

not reflective of the views of the Government of India or Indian Navy

in any manner.
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25 piracy and armed robbery incidents (actual and attempted) were recorded by the

Centre in Jun 23, a 127% increase from May 23 (11 incidents). Bulk carriers followed by oil

tankers, container ships and pleasure crafts were reported to be the targeted vessels this month.

The number of perpetrators involved in these incidents varied from a minimum of one to a

maximum of four. The regional analysis of Piracy and Armed Robbery is enumerated in the

succeeding paragraphs.

SOMS – Six incidents of attempted sea robbery, three incidents of sea theft and one

incident of sea robbery were recorded in the Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS) of the Singapore

Strait (seven in the Eastbound lane and three in precautionary area of the TSS) and Malacca

Strait (one incident of attempted sea robbery). Perpetrators were observed operating in groups

of one-four. Knives and shovel have been observed to be the weapon of choice of the

perpetrators in this region during this month. In most incidents, the perpetrators were found

stealing ship properties, consumable items and electronic devices. All crew members and vessels

were reported to be safe.

Gulf of Guinea – One each incident of hijack, attack, sea robbery, kidnap and

sea theft were reported in the Gulf of Guinea. The perpetrators were observed operating in

small groups. The incident of hijack was reported onboard two passenger vessels with 12

passengers off Akukutoru Lga, Nigeria. In this incident, an unknown number of perpetrators

boarded the vessels while transiting from Abonnema to Kula in River State, Nigeria and hijacked

both vessels without taking any passengers as hostage. Reportedly, some passengers jumped

overboard to avoid being kidnapped and one female passenger lost her life. The incident of

attack occurred onboard China flagged fishing vessels HAI LU FENG 13 and HAI LU FENG 14 off

Douala, Ghana. In this incident an unknown number of perpetrators approached in several speed

boats to attack the fishing vessels while underway. Subsequently, onboard security team returned

fire in which one perpetrator lost his life. One incident of kidnap was reported on 26 Jun 23

onboard a private boat off Ikorodu, Lagos, Nigeria. In this incident an unknown number of

perpetrators boarded the private boat, attacked and kidnapped all eight workers in transit.

Later, all workers were released on 02 Jul 23.

South China Sea – One incident of sea theft was reported onboard Liberia

flagged container ship MERKUR HORIZON at Manila Anchorage, Philippines. An unknown number

of perpetrators boarded the vessel while at anchor and escaped with ship’s properties. All crew

members and the vessel were reported to be safe.

Red Sea – One incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard Malta flagged LPG

carrier INNOVATOR about 21 nm South of port Saleef, Yemen.

Strait of Hormuz – One incident of suspicious approach was reported onboard

bulk carrier VENTURE about 27 nm North of Mina Saqr, UAE.

East Africa – Six incidents of sea theft were recorded off La Mivoie, Mauritius in

which an unknown number of perpetrators boarded the unmanned pleasure crafts moored inside

the lagoon, stole electronic devices, craft’s items, consumable items (fuel & kitchen accessories)

and two small sized pleasure crafts.
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62 contraband smuggling incidents were recorded by the Centre in the month of Jun

23, a 42% decrease from May 23 (107 incidents). Drug smuggling constituted the highest

reported incidents, followed by fuel, domestic products and natural resource smuggling. The

detailed analysis of sub-categories of Contraband Smuggling is enumerated in succeeding

paragraphs.

Drugs – 18 drug seizure incidents were recorded, with 13 incidents reported inside ports and

harbours. The estimated seizures included 302.2 kg along with 32 packets of cocaine, 226.95 kg

of cannabis, 49.12 kg of heroin, 29.12 kg of methamphetamine, 25.336 kg of synthetic drugs

and 4,50,309 narcotic tablets to be smuggled via sea route.

Fuel – 14 incidents of fuel smuggling involving seizure of about 1,549,000 L of diesel fuel

were recorded. These comprised nine incidents off Vietnam, two incidents off Thailand and one

incident each off Philippines, Malaysia and Iran.

Domestic Products – 11 domestic product smuggling incidents were recorded this

month. These comprised three incidents off Malaysia, two incidents each off Myanmar and Sri

Lanka, and one incident each off Indonesia, Philippines, India and Saudi Arabia. The domestic

products seized in these incidents involved cosmetics, engine oil, clam seeds, e-cigarettes,

spray guns, toys, buffalo meat, kasturi limes, pregabalin capsules, disassembled vehicles, cable

tray, rice and various kinds of goods. A significant portion of the incidents involving smuggling

of domestic products involved small vessels.

Natural Resources – 10 incidents of natural resource smuggling were recorded,

comprising six incidents off India, two incidents off Sri Lanka and one incident each off Vietnam

and Mauritius. The types of seizures included kendu leaves, gold, sand and sandalwood.

Tobacco – Four incidents of tobacco smuggling were recorded, comprising two incidents

off Malaysia and one incident each off Vietnam and Indonesia. A total of 3460 packets of

cigarettes, 0.28656 million sticks of cigarettes were seized in these incidents.

Wildlife - Three incidents of wildlife smuggling were recorded by the Centre, comprising

two incidents off India and one incident off South Africa. The species seized in these incidents

were cattle, sea cucumbers and abalones.

Weapons – Two incidents off Sri Lanka were recorded under this category. The types of

seizures included Gelignite Sticks and water gel sticks. These sticks were likely to be utilised

for blast fishing.
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54 IUU fishing incidents were recorded by the Centre during Jun 23, a decrease of 4%

compared to May 23 (52 incidents). 37 incidents were of Local IUU fishing and 17 incidents

were of poaching. 106 fishing vessels and 405 fishers involved in IUU fishing were apprehended

this month. The total fish catch recorded was 6,970 kg of which Malaysian authorities seized

2,370 kg. Seizure of approximately 105 m banned nets off Mauritius was also reported.

Local IUU Fishing – Out of 37 incidents of local IUU fishing, nine

incidents each were reported off Sri Lanka and Malaysia, seven off Philippines, three each off

Mauritius, Vietnam, two Off Bangladesh, one each off India, Mayotte, Qatar and Indonesia. Most

of these incidents were related to license violations by local and foreign fishermen, illegal fishing

techniques and fishing of banned species.

Poaching – 17 incidents involving foreign fishing vessels were recorded, comprising

five off Australia, four off Malaysia, two incidents each off Sri Lanka and Thailand, one each off

Philippines, Indonesia, Djibouti and Iran. The interdiction of foreign fishing trawlers by

authorities across the region was observed due to robust surveillance, timely information

sharing, coordinated patrols and adequate focus on the pertinent issue of poaching. 125 fishers

were apprehended in poaching incidents and 21 boats were seized by the authorities.
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Oman 01 Dec 22 – 31 Aug 23 Shrimp

India (East/ West Coast) 01 Jun – 31 Jul 23 All Fishing
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13 IHM incidents were recorded by the

Centre in Jun 23, a 52% decrease from May 23

(27 incidents). These comprised six incidents

off Indonesia, four incidents off Mayotte, one

incident each off Malaysia, Djibouti and

Mauritius. Migrants were observed using small

boats, speed boats and motor boats.

Mayotte – The incidents reported off

Mayotte involved detaining of traditional local

boats, “kwassa-kwassa”, along with suspected

smugglers and irregular migrants. A total of 447

irregular migrants and 28 suspected smugglers

were rescued/ apprehended. No migrants were

reported missing or dead and 42 boats were

seized in these incidents.

Significant Incident
On 13-14 Jun 23, Djibouti and France

authorities rescued 192 irregular migrants (116

males and 76 females from a boat off Ras Bir,

Djibouti. Humanitarian assistance in the form

of food and water was provided to the

migrants upon their arrival at the fishing port,

before they were transferred to the competent

authorities for repatriation to their country of

origin.
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117 maritime incidents were recorded by the Centre for Jun 23, a 29% decrease from

May 23 (164 incidents). Mechanical Failure constituted the highest number of reported

incidents, followed by Fire, MEDEVAC incidents. 04 out of 05 incidents of vessel detention were

recorded off Malaysia in Jun 23. Reportedly, all these vessels were operating without valid
documentation.

Aground – Nine incidents of vessels running aground (four incidents in the Indian Ocean, two

incidents in Java Sea and one incident each in South China Sea, Palk Bay and Arafura Sea) a slight

decrease compared to May 23 were recorded. The vessels were subsequently re-floated with two

vessels sustaining hull damages. No oil leak was reported in any of these incidents and one crew

member lost his life in one incident.

Capsize and Sinking of Vessels – Six incidents of capsize and five incidents of

vessels sinking at sea were recorded during this month, a decrease of 65% from

May 23. Fishing vessels were involved in the majority of capsizing and vessel sinking incidents. A

total of seven lives were lost in these incidents.

MEDEVAC and SAR Operations – The Centre monitored 13 incidents of MEDEVAC

and eight incidents of SAR operations undertaken by various maritime agencies. The combined

SAR and MEDEVAC saw a 49% decrease from May 23 ( 41 incidents).

Mechanical Failure – 30 incidents were recorded on fishing vessels, oil tankers, cargo

vessels, a 59% increase from May 23 (19 incidents). The majority of incidents during this month

were reported due to engine failure. The incidents of mechanical failure may be attributable to

sub-optimal maintenance of machinery. The defects were mostly rectified by the ship’s crew.

However, in some incidents, the assistance of local authorities was also sought by vessels.
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01 incident

• A fishing aggregate device entangled

with marine debris was located and

removed from the Utunda Marine Natural

Park. 200 m of the reef was affected and

damages to colonies of Acropora (corals)

were also reported.

No incidents recorded

02 incidents recorded

• A ransomware attack by hackers was

reported on several shipping and logistics

websites in Israel, on 06 Jun 23.

• A ransomware attack by hackers was

reported on several websites of the ports

of Rotterdam, Amsterdam and Groningen

in Netherlands, Hackers disrupted website

services for two days, on 06 Jun 23.

01 incident

• Yemen authorities seized a

consignment of drones and

telecommunication equipment (meant to

guide drones) inside a truck at Southern

Port of Aden, Yemen.



Region I: Arabian Sea (AS) – Surface pressure of 1010 -11 hPa is seen over south Arabian Sea

and gradually decreases towards higher latitudes to about 1000-998 hpa over north Arabian Sea

(AS). The average sea surface temperatures (SST) is about 28 - 29°C over most parts of AS.

During this month, nil cyclonic storms have originated over AS. Surface current is around 1.0 –

1.4 m/s over most of SE Arabian Sea.

Region II: Bay of Bengal – Weather systems over Bay of Bengal (BOB) originate between

latitudes 18 0 North, west of longitude 90 0 East and gradually move in WNW direction. The

tracks of these disturbances are largely confined to the latitude in a belt from 20°N to 25°N.

The total number of cyclonic disturbances in the past 30 years is 14. The swell conditions over

Bay of Bengal during the month are mainly SW/ 2.0 – 2.5 m (Sea State 3-4) unless affected by

weather systems. Over most parts of the Bay of Bengal, significant wave height is about 1.75 to

2.5 m, however, along the coastal regions the wave height is about 1.5 m.
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NATURAL EVENTS

▪ Extremely Severe Cyclonic Storm BIPARJOY originated from

a depression on 06 Jun 23 in the Arabian Sea and intensified

into a cyclonic storm.

▪ BIPARJOY made it’s movement northeastward, towards

Gujarat coast, India strengthening to a tropical cyclone and

further intensified into an extremely severe cyclonic storm

with maximum winds speed of 165 km/h on 14 Jun 23.

▪ On 16 Jun 23, BIPARJOY made landfall in Naliya, Gujarat,

India and was downgraded to a depression and further into

a low pressure area on 19 Jun 23. 4,600 villages were

affected, 23 people were injured and 17 people were

reported dead.

TROPICAL CYCLONE BIPARJOY (06 Jun – 19 Jun 23)

WEATHER FORECAST – JUL 23

Weather Forecast. A monthly weather forecast for the month of Jul 23 has been uploaded on

the IFC-IOR website for reference.
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Region III: Southeast Asia – Mean sea level pressure over the region varies between 1013 -

1009 hpa. During this month occurrence of thunderstorms/ showers over Sumatra island and

Straits of Malacca is fairly common. Increase in swell from SW’ly direction with a mean height

of 1.5 - 2.0 m over most parts of open sea is also observed. A strong NE’ly current is seen over

south China sea for most duration of the month.

Region IV: South Indian Ocean – The mean sea level pressure over parts of the Southern IOR is

of the order of 1020 hPa and gradually decreases to 1011hpa on lower latitudes. The pressure

gradient over south IOR is of the order of 8-10 hpa. SST over the region vary between 28- 30ºC.

The swell waves are from SE over North IOR with mean wave height of 1.5-2.0 m and from NE-

E/ 2.5 - 3.5 m in South IOR.

WEATHER FORECAST

INFORMATION/ EVENTS OF INTEREST
• Synthetic Drugs in East and Southeast Asia – Latest Developments and Challenges : UNODC 

Report

UNODC report highlights that the synthetic drug market in

East and Southeast Asia is diversifying. High volumes of

methamphetamine continues to be produced and trafficked

out from the region while the production of ketamine and

other synthetic drugs has expanded. Traffickers have

continued to ship large volumes through Laos and northern

Thailand, but at the same time they have pushed

significant supply through central Myanmar to the Andaman

Sea. Methamphetamine seizures in 2022 returned to pre-

COVID-19 levels in East and Southeast Asia, with nearly 151

tons seized in-part because land borders, particularly in the

lower Mekong subregion, remain very vulnerable to the

trafficking of related chemicals.

• New Code for the Operation of Autonomous Ships - IMO

IMO MSC is crafting a new, non-mandatory

maritime autonomous surface ship (MASS)

code for adoption as early as 2025. The new

code would apply to SOLAS cargo ships and

would augment rather than replace existing

IMO rules for safety. The committee agreed

that COLREGS will not need amendment at

this time to accommodate MASS Code

needs, leaving autonomous ships subject to

the usual rules for collision avoidance and

maintaining a lookout.
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INFORMATION/EVENTS OF INTEREST
• Increase in Incidents of Deaths at Sea – Lloyd’s List Intelligence Casualty Report

The number of incidents where a death occurs during maritime operations is rising, reflecting

the hazardous nature of the shipping industry and need for greater action to improve safety

standards. Using data from Lloyd’s List Intelligence global casualty reports, Lloyd’s List has

compiled the yearly figures on total deaths, combining the data for confirmed deaths, as well

as missing persons. An average of 35 events per year resulting in death were reported

between 2013 and 2017, while for the 2018 to 2022 period this figure was 51 per year.

• UN Adopts Landmark Treaty for the Protection of ‘High Seas’

The UN’s 193 Member States adopted a landmark legally

binding marine biodiversity agreement on 19 Jun 23

following nearly two decades of fierce negotiations over

forging a common wave of conservation and

sustainability in the high seas beyond national boundaries

covering two thirds of the planet’s oceans. The five key

points on its importance are as follows: -

✓ Fresh protection beyond borders

✓ Cleaner oceans

✓ Sustainably managing fish stocks

✓ Lowering temperatures

✓ Vital for realizing 2030 Agenda - Sustainable

Development Goals
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INFORMATION/EVENTS OF INTEREST

• Ratification of Six Maritime Conventions and Protocols – Federal Government of Nigeria 

The Federal Government of Nigeria has approved the

ratification of six maritime conventions and protocols that

promote cleaner marine environment, ship-

breaking criteria, global standard for fishing crew and

response to oil pollution casualties. The approval,

conveyed through the Federal Ministry of Transportation

to Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety Agency

(NIMASA) has kick started Nigeria’s preparation to align

with the global maritime community in respect to the

protocols and conventions.

• World’s First Commercial, Emission-Free, Autonomous Passenger Ferry Launched

Norwegian shipping company Torghatten AS in partnership

with Norwegian technology company Zeabuz inaugurated

the first commercial, emission-free, autonomous passenger

ferry with electric, self-driving capabilities and advanced

digital security named as MF ESTELLE in Stockholm,

Sweden. The vessel is equipped with state-of-the-art

autonomous technology and will be developed fully self-

driving. MF ESTELLE aims to promote affordable,

environment friendly and safe urban mobility.

• Malaysia, Indonesia Sign  Agreement Over Sulawesi Maritime Border Dispute

Malaysia and Indonesia have signed two agreements "Treaty

relating to the Delimitation of the Territorial Seas of the

Two Countries in the Southernmost Part of the Melaka

Straits" and the "Treaty between Malaysia and Indonesia

Relating to the Delimitation of the Territorial Seas of the

Two Countries in the Sulawesi Sea" during the Indonesian

President Joko Widodo’s two-day working visit to Malaysia

on 08 Jun 23. The two agreements have settled

negotiations that have gone on for a long time regarding

maritime borders in the southernmost part of the Malacca

straits and Sulu sea between the two countries.
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INFORMATION/EVENTS OF INTEREST

• Rip-on/ Rip-off Modus Operandi – Potential Threat to Shipping and Logistic Companies

Organised Criminal Groups (OCGs) are shifting to a new modus

operandi called as rip-on/ rip-off to traffic cocaine by exploiting

merchant ships. Rip-on/ Rip-off as described by the UNODC “a

concealment methodology whereby a legitimate shipment,

usually containerised, is exploited to smuggle [cocaine] from

the country of origin or the transshipment port to the country of

destination.” The process includes corrupting crew members and

port authorities, and utilisation of containers carrying perishable

goods to rapidly get cocaine out of ports. Large amounts of cocaine

have been seized inside cargos transporting fruit and frozen foods.

As a recent incident, on 26 June, almost 3,600 kg of cocaine (worth

more than USD 293 million) were seized in the port of Rotterdam,

hidden in a container of bananas from Ecuador. In some cases crew

members have been threatened with violence to load cocaine on

board, which represents a direct threat to the safety of a company’s

operators.

IFC-IOR Comments. IFC-IOR monitored 23 incidents of mis-declared goods involving

transport of various narcotic substances between Jan – Jun 23. Two cases of Cocaine

smuggling were recorded respectively on 24 Feb 23 at Durban Harbour, South Africa and on

06 Jun 23 at Port Klang, Malaysia, involving seizure of 380 kg of cocaine worth

USD 9,288,884 and 303 kg of cocaine worth USD 13,072,184.

Locations of Incidents Monitored ( Jan-Jun 23 )
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INFORMATION/EVENTS OF INTEREST

• Temporary Fishing Ban in Gulf of Thailand due to overfishing

Thai authorities set a fishing ban to replenish fish stocks in

the Gulf of Thailand . The ban is planned in two phases:

the first phase started on 15 Jun and ends on 15 Aug 23,

covering an area of 2,350 Km2 of the Gulf from

Phetchaburi, Prachuap Khiri Khan, Samut Songkhram, and

Samut Sakhon. The second phase will start on 01 Aug to 30

Sep 23, covering an area of 1,650 Km2 from Muang district

in Samut Sakhon province to Sri Racha district in Chon Buri.

• Eritrea Releases 166 Yemeni fishermen Held for Five Months

Eritrean authorities released 166 out of the 267 detained

Yemeni fishermen. The first group of 115 released

fishermen arrived in the Red Sea town of Khokha on 30

May 23, while the second group of 51 arrived on the same

day in the coastal region south of the port city of Mocha.

The fishermen were detained by the Eritrean authorities

five months ago while working in international waters.

VISITS

Workshop for International Liaison Officers ( ILOs) at National Maritime Foundation –

05 Jun 23
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VISITS

Visit of Delegation from Joint Staff College, Japan – 05 Jun 23

Visit of Joint Secretary, Disarmament &

International Security Affairs at IFC-IOR – 21 Jun 23

Visit of UK delegation at IFC-IOR – 22 Jun 23
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VISITS

Scan to Access 

Working Definitions used for Maritime Safety and Security Incidents

*** End of Report ***

Visit of Indian Foreign Service Officers – 27 Jun 23




