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Disclaimer

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s reports have been derived

from various internal and external linkages such as partner nations,

other maritime stakeholders, agencies and open sources. The report

aims to undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and

anomalies to ensure safety and security of mariners and seafarers.

While due care and effort has been taken to ensure veracity of data,

due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of information

contained therein. The positions of incidents depicted in some cases

may be approximate or indicative. IFC-IOR requests and seeks

assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to

undertake accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis so as to build

a comprehensive picture of existing threats in the maritime domain.

The information contained in the report and the analysis thereon, is

not reflective of the views of the Government of India or Indian Navy

in any manner.
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* GoG – Focus on only Piracy & Armed Robbery incidents; Mediterranean – Focus on only IHM incidents
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21 piracy and armed robbery incidents (actual and attempted) were recorded by the

Centre in Mar 23, a 50% increase from Feb 23 (14 incidents). Bulk carriers, followed by

tankers, tug boats, barges, pleasure crafts and container ships, were reported to be the most

targeted vessels this month. The number of perpetrators involved in these incidents varied

from a minimum of one to a maximum of 26. The regional analysis of Piracy and Armed

Robbery is enumerated in the succeeding paragraphs.

SOMS & Malacca Strait – Four incidents of Attempted sea theft, two

incidents of Sea theft and one incident each of Attempted sea robbery and Sea Robbery were

recorded in the Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS) of the Singapore Strait (06 in the Eastbound

lane and 01 in the Precautionary Area) and Malacca Strait (01 Attempted sea theft).

Perpetrators were observed operating in groups of three or four. However, one incident of sea

theft involved 10 perpetrators who boarded an unmanned barge under tow by a tug whilst

underway. Knives have been observed to be the weapon of choice of the perpetrators in this

region during this month. In most incidents, the perpetrators were found stealing scrap metal

and engine spare parts. No damage to the vessel was reported in any of the incidents and all

crew members were reported to be safe.

Gulf of Guinea – Two incidents of sea theft, sea robbery and one incident of

hijack & kidnap were recorded in the Gulf of Guinea. The perpetrators were observed

operating in small groups, a minimum of one to a maximum of five and knives have been the

weapon of choice in most of the incidents. Four out of five incidents were reported at

anchorage. However, one incident of hijack and kidnap was reported about 140 nm West of

Pointe Noire, Democratic Republic of the Congo. In this incident, the perpetrators boarded

and hijacked a Liberia-flagged oil tanker and there was no communication with the vessel for

five days. Later, post six days of coordinated search by the authorities, the vessel was located

90 nm south of Bonny, Nigeria and was later escorted to the port of Lome. This was the first

incident of hijack and kidnap reported in 2023.

Indian Ocean – Three incidents of sea theft were recorded off Mauritius in

which the perpetrators were observed boarding unmanned pleasure craft and stealing the

ship’s items.

South China Sea – Two incidents of sea theft were reported off the

Philippines and one incident of sea robbery was recorded off Indonesia. Perpetrators armed

with guns & knives boarded the vessels and escaped with the ship’s items and cargo.

Arabian Sea – An incident of suspicious approach was recorded in the north

Arabian Sea. Reportedly, two white hulled skiffs supported by a large blue-hulled vessel closed

an MV (Name Withheld) to 0.1 nm with five–six perpetrators onboard.
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94 contraband smuggling incidents were recorded by the Centre in the month of Mar

23, similar to Feb 23. Drug smuggling constituted the highest reported incidents, followed by

domestic products, fuel and natural resources.

Drugs – 26 drug seizure incidents were recorded, with 13 incidents reported inside ports.

The increased drug seizures as compared to Feb 23 may be attributable to enhanced law

enforcement by regional coastal authorities. Seizures included 26,000 kg of opium seeds,

1000 kg of hashish, 12.2 kg of cannabis, 4 kg of methamphetamine, 297 kg of unspecified drugs,

7.1 million captagon pills and 33.2 million narcotic pills, set to be smuggled via sea route.

Domestic Products – 20 domestic product smuggling incidents were recorded this

month. The domestic products seized in these incidents involved red and yellow onions,

cashew, cardamom, wheat, coffee, pork meat, areca nuts, sulfuric acid, black pepper,
cosmetic products, solar lights, elevators, frozen fish, accessories, rice and sugar.

Fuel – 14 incidents of fuel smuggling involving the seizure of about 710,000 L of petrol,

635,300 L of diesel and 207,840 L of fuel were recorded. These comprised seven incidents off

Vietnam, three incidents off Malaysia, two incidents off Thailand and one incident each off

India and Iran. The fuel smuggling incidents in South East Asia involved the smuggling of

cheaper fuel by oil tankers, fishing vessels and small boats from countries where the price is

comparatively lower. The vessels utilised were undocumented and may have likely been used

for ship-to-ship fuel transfers.

Natural Resources - 11 incidents of natural resource smuggling were recorded,

comprising four incidents off Sri Lanka, two each off Vietnam, Indonesia and Malaysia and one

off India. The seizures involved in these incidents include kendu leaves, timber logs, sand and

ambergris.

Alcohol – Nine incidents of alcohol smuggling were recorded by the Centre, comprising five

incidents off Indonesia, two off Malaysia, one off Bangladesh and Madagascar. A total of 180

bottles, 315 bags and 86,982 L of alcohol were seized in these incidents.

Wildlife - Eight incidents of wildlife smuggling were recorded by the Centre, comprising

two incidents each off India and South Africa and one each off Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Indonesia

and Malaysia. The species seized in these incidents were sea cucumber, ivory, abalones, clams,

dried fish, dried stingray gills, shark fins and birds.

Tobacco – Five incidents of tobacco smuggling were recorded, comprising two incidents off

Philippines and one each off Thailand, India and Indonesia. A total of 640 master cases, 4.72

million sticks of cigarettes and 564 packets of tobacco were seized in these incidents.

Weapons – One incident of weapons smuggling was recorded at Tuas Port, Singapore. A

shipment of replica guns intended for delivery in Singapore was discovered in an import

container. The shipment contained 20 replica guns and 54 magazines. The incident was

classified as a breach of the Regulation of Imports and Exports and two suspects (01 male and

01 female) were apprehended by Singapore authorities.
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91 IUU fishing incidents were recorded by the Centre during Mar 23, a 54% increase

from Feb 23 (59 incidents). 67 incidents were of Local IUU fishing and 24 incidents were of

poaching. The increase in IUU fishing incidents may be attributable to stringent law enforcement

proactive reporting of IUU fishing-related apprehensions by local authorities and enhanced data

capturing by the Centre. 139 fishing vessels and 588 fishers involved in IUU fishing were

apprehended. The total quantity of fish catch recorded was 81,492 kg, of which 50,000 kg was

seized by Indonesian authorities. Seizures of 126 fishing nets and approximately 5,387,270 m

banned nets were also reported.

Local IUU Fishing – Out of 67 incidents of local IUU fishing, 19 incidents

were reported off Malaysia, 15 incidents off Sri Lanka, eight incidents off Mauritius, six incidents

off Vietnam, five incidents off Bangladesh, four incidents off Indonesia, three incidents off

Philippines, two incidents each off Oman and South Africa and one incident each off Comoros,

Seychelles and India. Most of these incidents were related to license violations by local and

foreign fishermen, illegal fishing techniques and fishing of banned species.

Poaching – 24 incidents involving foreign fishing vessels were recorded, comprising

16 incidents off Australia, three incidents off Malaysia, two incidents off Sri Lanka and one

incident each off India, Indonesia and Thailand. The poaching incidents reported off Australia

involved the seizure of fishing vessels and fish catch. The Australian authorities released the

fishermen and fishing vessels in many such instances. The interdiction of foreign fishing trawlers

by authorities across the region was observed due to robust surveillance, timely information

sharing, coordinated patrols and adequate focus on the pertinent issue of poaching. A total of

176 fishers were apprehended in poaching incidents and 32 boats were seized by the respective

authorities.
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120 IHM incidents were recorded by the

Centre in Mar 23, a 30% increase from Feb 23 (92

incidents). About 80% of the recorded incidents

occurred in the Mediterranean region. The

Centre also recorded six incidents off

Philippines, five incidents off Malaysia, four

incidents off Mayotte, three incidents off India

and one each off Philippines, Sri Lanka,

Comoros, Australia, Madagascar and Djibouti.

Migrants were observed using small boats,

passenger vessels, ferries and motor boats.

Mayotte – The incidents reported off

Mayotte involved detaining of traditional local

boats, “kwassa-kwassa”, along with suspected

smugglers and irregular migrants. A total of 745

irregular migrants, 40 suspected smugglers were

rescued/ apprehended and 67 boats were seized

in these incidents.

Mediterranean – 96 incidents were

recorded in the Mediterranean in Mar 23,

accounting for an increase of 39% compared to

Feb 23 (69 incidents). All incidents were

recorded off Türkiye.

Significant Incident
On 11 Mar 23, a boat carrying 58 migrants sank

off the coast of Madagascar due to heavy

weather. Malagasy authorities rescued 24

irregular migrants from a boat (kwassa kwassa)

off Nosy Faly, N of Nosy Be, Madagascar, while

crossing to Mayotte. Reportedly, 34 migrants lost

their lives.
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137 maritime incidents were recorded by the Centre for Mar 23, a slight decrease

from Feb 23 (142 incidents). Capsize and Sinking of vessels constituted the highest number

of reported incidents, followed by MEDVAC and mechanical failure incidents. Four incidents

of vessel detention were also recorded in Mar 23. Reportedly, the vessels were operating
without valid documentation.

Aground – Four incidents of vessels running aground (two incidents in the Celebes Sea

and one each incident in the Banda Sea and Suez Canal) compared to 14 incidents in Feb 23

were recorded. The vessels were subsequently re-floated, no damage or oil leak was reported

in any of these incidents and all crew members were safe.

Capsize and Sinking of Vessels – 16 incidents of capsize and 20 incidents of

vessels sinking at sea were recorded by the Centre during this month, an increase of 50% from

Feb 23. Most of the capsizing and sinking of vessels involved fishing boats, pleasure crafts,

ferry boats, passenger and local cargo vessels. A total of 57 lives were lost in these incidents.

SAR Operations – The Centre monitored 17 incidents of MEDEVAC and 16 incidents of

SAR operations undertaken by various maritime agencies. The combined SAR and MEDEVAC
saw a 38% increase from Feb 23 (24 incidents).

Mechanical Failure – 17 incidents were recorded on small boats, fishing trawlers,

pleasure craft and passenger boats, a 51% decrease from Feb 23 (35 incidents). The majority

of incidents during this month were reported due to engine failure. The incidents of

mechanical failure may be attributable to sub-optimal maintenance of machinery. The

defects were mostly rectified by the ship’s crew. However, in some incidents, the assistance

of local authorities was also sought by vessels.
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OTHER INCIDENTS
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Maritime Security Threats 

(Hybrid) 

Marine Environment Pollution

Cyber Security IncidentsOthers
.
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03 incidents recorded

• One incident of oil spill was reported

off Nagappattinam, Tamil Nadu, India.

• Oil clumps were reported along Tuy

Hoa Beach, Vietnam.

• 8,000 kg of dead fish washed ashore

at Bang Saen Beach, Chon Buri, Thailand.

No incidents recorded

• A ransomware attack was reported on

Royal Dirkzwager, the Dutch maritime

logistics company, on 17 Mar 23.

01 incident recorded

• A Unmanned Air Vehicle (UAV)

approached within 10 m of a vessel 130 nm

SE of Salalah, Oman.
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NATURAL EVENTS

• Freddy is the longest-lasting tropical cyclone ever recorded worldwide. Additionally, it

is the third-deadliest tropical cyclone recorded in the Southern Hemisphere, only

behind 2019's Cyclone Idai and the 1973 Flores cyclone.

• On 09 Feb 23, Tropical Cyclone FREDDY originated in the South West Indian Ocean. It

developed into a severe tropical cyclone storm and brought extremely heavy rainfall to the

northern parts of Mauritius, Réunion and Mozambique. It continued moving westwards

towards Madagascar with a windspeed of 110 kmph. The cyclone made its

first landfall near Mananjary, Madagascar, on 21 Feb 23 and was classified as an overland

depression. 0n 22 Feb 23, the cyclone re-strengthened over the Mozambique Channel and

developed into a moderate tropical storm. On 24 Feb 23, FREDDY made the second landfall

in Mozambique and rapidly weakened into an overland depression. On 01 Mar 23, FREDDY

re-developed into a tropical cyclone over the Mozambique Channel and rapidly intensified

on two occasions. Later, it was downgraded to the zone of disturbed weather status and

classified as a moderate tropical storm on 03 Mar 23. On 04 Mar 23, Freddy strengthened to

a severe tropical storm as it approached the coast of Madagascar and intensified further

into a tropical cyclone. The storm weakened and made its third landfall in Mozambique on

11 Mar 23. The storm gradually deteriorated and dissipated over Mozambique on 15 Mar 23.

• The storm caused severe damage to the coastal communities of Mozambique and

Malawi, including the destruction of homes, buildings and infrastructure. It also disrupted

transportation and caused widespread power outages, making it difficult for aid and

supplies to reach affected areas. In addition to Mozambique and Malawi, countries like

Madagascar, Mauritius, La- Réunion and Zimbabwe were also severely affected.

TROPICAL CYCLONE FREDDY
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Weather Forecast. A monthly weather forecast for the month of Apr 23 has been uploaded on

the IFC-IOR website for reference.

WEATHER FORECAST

Region I: Arabian Sea – April is considered a representative month of the pre-monsoon season. The

season is known for weather associated with convective activity. Depressions or storms are generally
absent in the Arabian Sea during April. No low-pressure systems have formed over the Arabian Sea in the
last 30 years (1989-2018). During April, the sea surface temperature is 26°- 28° C over the north Arabian
Sea and gradually increases southwards up to 30° C. The average pressure distribution at mean sea level
varies from 02 - 04 hpa from north to south.

Region II: Bay of Bengal – Most of the bay disturbances in this month originate between 8° and 13° N
and East of 85° E. Their direction of movement is initially towards North West or North; later, they recurve
towards North East and strike the Arakan coast. The cyclonic disturbances are generally expected to form
in the second half of April due to adequate heating of the sea area, a prerequisite for forming cyclonic
storms.

Region III: Southeast Asia - In April, the average pressure distribution at mean sea level varies from
02 - 04 hpa from north to south. In general, isolated localised thunderstorms/showers over Sumatra
Island and the Straits of Malacca occur due to convective activity over the region. The swell waves are
from the NE direction over most parts of the open sea. Surface current in the SWly direction is generally
seen along the west of the South China Sea for most of the month.

Region IV: South Indian Ocean - During April, the sea level pressure over central parts of the
Southern IOR is 1020 hPa and gradually decreases northwards. The pressure gradient over south IOR is of
the order of 8-10 h Pa. High-pressure cell shift towards the west and is generally seen in-between 30°-
40°S and 60°-110°E. Mean sea level pressure values decrease to less than 988 hPa below 60°S latitudes.
Tropical disturbances are relatively rare occurring in this month. But they originate around 91°E, move in
a westerly direction and strike the east coast of Madagascar Islands or recurve in a southwesterly
direction and strike Mauritius Islands and adjoining areas. They tend to weaken and dissipate over the sea
area during their movement.
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• India Bans 25-year-old Oil Tankers, Bulk Carriers and other Ships from Indian Waters

The government of India has decided to ban 25-year-old oil tankers, bulk carriers and general

cargo vessels, both Indian registered and foreign flagged, from calling Indian ports to load and

unload cargo as it looks to encourage a younger fleet to improve safety, meet global rules on

ship emissions and protect the marine environment from pollution during mishaps. The age

restriction, though, will only be applicable to Indian and foreign flag vessels that require a

license from the Directorate General of Shipping (D G Shipping) under Sections 406 and 407 of

the Merchant Shipping Act, 1958. Further, the age limit will also be applicable to vessels

granted exemption from licensing requirements under Sections 406 and 407 of the MS Act,

commonly referred to as Cabotage rules.

Source: DG Shipping, India

• “Narco Sub” with Hundreds of Packages of Cocaine Intercepted off Colombia

The Colombian Navy intercepted a 50-foot semisubmersible

smuggling boat with 1000 packages of cocaine on 22 Mar 23.

The boat was manned by three personnel operating off

Colombia's Pacific coast and was headed to Central America.

The seized cargo was worth nearly $33 million. The three

personnel detained from the vessel were transferred to a

port in Tumaco, where the drugs tested positive for cocaine.

"Narco subs" are commonly used by traffickers in Central and

South America to transport drugs.

Source: Columbia Navy

• Seven New Substances/Chemicals Placed Under International Control; Four Resolutions 

Passed at 66th Session of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs 

The sixty-sixth session of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs

(CND) concluded on 17 Apr 23, after five days of discussions

focused on the implementation of international drug control

treaties and drug policy commitments. The Commission

placed one synthetic cannabinoid receptor agonist, four

novel synthetic opioids, and two cathinones/stimulants under

international control.

Source: UNODC
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• Oman Fixing Tracking Devices on Fishing Vessels

The Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Water Resources has

started installing tracking devices on large artisanal fishing

vessels in Musandam, Oman, to support fishermen and

enhance controls on fishing. The tracking system is

characterised by a high level of innovation and speed in

providing the required information about the fishing vessels

linked with satellites and connected via the Internet of Things

networks, helping increase the speed of response in

emergency situations.

Source: Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Water 

Resources, Oman

• Maritime Security: Seychelles and Mauritius Agree to Jointly Monitor Mascarene 

Plateau

Seychelles and Mauritius have signed an agreement to use

their Coastguard to monitor the Mascarene Plateau Joint

Management Area in the Indian Ocean. The Joint

Management Area is the mechanism of joint jurisdiction

between Seychelles and Mauritius over an area of the seabed

and its underlying subsoil in the Mascarene Plateau Region. It

excludes the water and living organisms above the shelf. The

signing of this agreement will enhance the monitoring of

resources and serve as a deterrent to those who carry out

illegal activities.

Source: Seychelles News Agency

• Two-month Ban on ‘JATKA’ Catching Begins on 01 Mar 23

The government of Bangladesh has imposed a ban in the

Padma-Meghna sanctuary under Chandpur, Shariatpur,

Laxmipur, Barishal and Bhola districts to increase the fish

density. Two-month ban on catching ‘Jatka’ (Hilsa fish less

than 9 inches in length) from 01 March to 30 April 23 will

began in five Hilsa sanctuaries across Bangladesh with an aim

to increase the production of Hilsa.

Source: District Fisheries, Bangladesh
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VISITS

A delegation from Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) led by RADM Nobuyuki

Takenaka, Director General, Operations & Plans visited the Centre on 02 Mar 23.

Mr. Vincenzo De Luca, Italian Ambassador visited the Centre on 14 Mar 23.

A team of 30 officers from Indian & Australian Defence Forces, as part of General Rawat

Young Officers' Exchange Programme, visited the Centre on 11 Mar 23.
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VISITS

Mrs. Harisoa Lalatiana Accouche, Seychelles High Commissioner visited the Centre on

17 Mar 23.

A delegation from Romania led by Mrs Simona Cojocaru, State Secretary & Chief of the

Department for Defence Policy, Planning & International Relations visited the Centre on 28

Mar 23.

US National War College delegation visited the Centre on 28 Mar 23.

*** End of Report ***
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Scan to Access 

Working Definitions used for Maritime Safety and 

Security Incidents




