MONTHLY
MARITIME
SECURITY
UPDATE

Oct 2023

Information Fusion Centre % g
% %,
Indian Ocean Region R %

- Collaboration for Safety and Security



Disclaimer

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s reports have been derived
from various internal and external linkages such as partner nations,
other maritime stakeholders, agencies and open sources. The report
aims to undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and
anomalies to ensure safety and security of mariners and seafarers.
While due care and effort has been taken to ensure veracity of data,
due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of information
contained therein. The positions of incidents depicted in some cases
may be approximate or indicative. IFC-IOR requests and seeks
assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to
undertake accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis so as to build
a comprehensive picture of existing threats in the maritime domain.
The information contained in the report and the analysis thereon, is
not reflective of the views of the Government of India or Indian Navy
in any manner.
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PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY
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PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY

14 piracy and armed robbery incidents (actual and attempted) were recorded by the

Centre in Oct 23, a 75% increase from Sep 23 (08 incidents). Bulk carriers, pleasure crafts,
fishing boats, container ships and tankers were reported to be the targeted vessels. The number
of perpetrators involved in these incidents varied from two to a maximum of six. The regional
analysis of Piracy and Armed Robbery is enumerated in the succeeding paragraphs.

SOMS - Three incidents of attempted sea robbery, two incidents of sea robbery and one
incident of sea theft were recorded in the Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS) of the Singapore
Strait (all six in the Eastbound lane). One of the incidents of attempted sea robbery reported
approximately 2.1 nm southwest of Mudah Selatan Lighthouse, (Malaysia), adjacent to the
eastbound lane of the Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS), involved five perpetrators armed with
knives who boarded the vessel while underway. Reportedly, the master was stabbed in the chest
by the perpetrators. The injured master was in stable condition and was sent to the hospital for
medical treatment. The other crew members were safe and nothing was reported stolen. This is
the first incident in which a crew has been attacked in the past few years.

GUlf Of Guinea - one incident each of sea robbery and sea theft was reported in the Gulf
of Guinea. The incident of sea robbery was reported onboard a fishing boat off Akwa Ibom,
Nigeria. A group of armed perpetrators stole cash and ten outboard engines from the fishing
boat. The incident of sea theft was reported onboard the Singapore flagged container ship
MAERSK VIGO at Takoradi anchorage, Ghana. Four perpetrators came alongside the container
vessel in a canoe, two perpetrators boarded the vessel and were spotted by the duty crew. An
alarm was raised, resulting in the perpetrators leaving the vessel with the a few ship’s items.

East Afl"iCCI - Three incidents of sea theft were reported off Black River, off St. Geran and

off Grand Bay, Mauritius. Reportedly, an unknown number of perpetrators boarded unmanned
pleasure crafts in the above mentioned incidents and stole vessel items and a pleasure craft.

GUlf Of Aden - an incident of suspicious approach by ten small crafts was reported on a

merchant vessel about 59 nm SE of Aden, Yemen. All crew members and the vessel were reported
safe.

Malacca Strait - an incident of sea theft was reported onboard the Marshall flagged
product tanker FAIRCHEM EDGE at Belawan Port, Indonesia. An unknown number of perpetrators
boarded the vessel while at anchor and escaped with the ship’s items. All crew members and the
vessel were reported safe.

Sulu Sea - An incident of sea theft was reported onboard the Panama flagged container ship
MAERSK VALENCIA at Container Terminal, Sandakan, Sabah, Malaysia. After arriving at the
anchorage, the ship’s crew carried out a routine launching test of the rescue boat and discovered
its outboard engine was missing.




CONTRABAND SMUGGLING

Sub-Category @ Alcohol ®Domestic Product @ Drug @ Fuel ® Natural Resources @ Tobacco @ Weapon @Wildlife
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CONTRABAND SMUGGLING

77 contraband smuggling incidents were recorded by the Centre in Oct 23, a 22%

increase compared to Sep 23 (63 incidents). Drug smuggling constituted the highest reported
incidents, followed by domestic products, wildlife, tobacco, fuel, natural resources, alcohol and
weapons smuggling. A detailed analysis of the sub-categories of contraband smuggling is
enumerated in succeeding paragraphs.

Dr Ugs - 27 drug seizures were recorded, with 13 incidents reported inside ports and harbours.

This included 833 kg of hashish, 529 kg of cocaine, 504.19 kg of methamphetamine, 275 kg of
yaba, 92.75 kg of cannabis, 0.93 million captagon pills, 0.3 million psychotropic pills, 0.11
million of yaba pills and 1 kg of heroin. The remaining 14 incidents were reported at sea,
involving 7191 kg of hashish, 3660.55 kg of methamphetamine, 838 kg of cannabis, 836.43 kg of
heroin, 612 kg of opium, 192 kg of crystal meth, 9 kg of syabu and 0.15 million yaba pills.

Domestic Products - 20 incidents of domestic product smuggling were recorded this

month which involved container ships, passenger vessels and small vessels. 10 incidents were
reported off Myanmar, three incidents each off Malaysia and Indonesia and one each off Sri
Lanka, India, Mayotte and Bangladesh. The domestic products seized in these incidents involved
auto parts, bloodstones, car accessories, cooking oil, cosmetics, dextrose, electric accessories,
flour, food items, hammock springs, insecticides, LPG cylinders, lubricants, masks, paper cups,
pliers, rice, telephone sets, tiles and timber.

Wildlife - Nine incidents of wildlife smuggling were recorded involving five incidents off

Indonesia, three incidents off Sri Lanka and one incident off India. The species seized were
birds, lobster seeds, sea cucumbers and turtles.

Tobacco - seven incidents of tobacco smuggling were recorded. Two incidents each were

off Philippines and Mayotte and one each off India, Malaysia and Kuwait. A total of 9,05,000
packets of tobacco and 8,465 cigarettes were seized.

Fuel - Five incidents of fuel smuggling involving the seizure of approximately 2,08,000 L of

diesel, 15,000 kg of crude oil and 795 L of petrol were recorded. These comprised four incidents
off Vietnam and one incident off Indonesia.

Natural Resources - Four incidents of natural resources smuggling were recorded. Two

incidents off Vietnam and one each off Indonesia and Sri Lanka. The seizures involved 288 kg of
kendu leaves, 1,00,000 kg of coal and 50 m3 of sand.

Alcohol - Four incidents of alcohol smuggling (559 L of liquor) were recorded. Two incidents
were off Malaysia and one each incident off Indonesia and Bangladesh.

Weapons - One incident of weapon smuggling consisting of 1.95 kg of explosives and 01
safety fuse (1.1 ft) was recorded off Sri Lanka. Reportedly, the explosives were likely to be used
for blast fishing.




ILLEGAL UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED (IUU) FISHING
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Among these, 45 incidents were of local and 48 incidents of
poaching. Authorities seized 148 fishing vessels and apprehended 719 fishermen. The total fish
catch recorded was 26,103 kg, with Malaysian authorities seizing 23,450 kg.

- 45 incidents of local IUU fishing were recorded,

which comprised 16 incidents off Malaysia, 14 off Sri Lanka, three each off Mauritius and
Indonesia, two each off Oman, Vietnam and Bangladesh and one each off Bahrain, India and the
Philippines. Most of these incidents involved violations of fishing licenses by local and foreign
fishermen, illegal fishing techniques viz. light-coarse fishing, blast fishing, prohibited fishing
zones and night diving fishing and fishing of prohibited species.

- 48 incidents involving foreign fishing vessels were recorded, which

comprised 32 incidents off Australia, five off Malaysia, four off Sri Lanka, two off Indonesia and
one each off Thailand, Seychelles, India, Mauritius and Maldives. This month has witnhessed
substantially higher number of poaching incidents compared to monthly incidents reported in
Oct 2022 (12 incidents), Oct 2021 (10 incidents) and Oct 2020 (11 incidents). Most of these
poaching incidents were reported off NW Australia. 513 fishermen were apprehended and 64
boats were seized by the authorities.
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IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION

Sub-Category @ Irregular Human Migration
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IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION

22 IHM incidents were recorded by the Centre

in Oct 23, a 69% increase from Sep 23 (13
incidents). These comprised six incidents off
Mayotte, five each off Oman and Malaysia, two
each off Indonesia and Mauritius and one each off
Djibouti and India. Migrants were observed using
small and unseaworthy boats, underestimating the
risks of an irregular journey.

Ma yO t t e - The incidents reported off

Mayotte involved detaining traditional local boats
known as “kwassa-kwassa”, along with suspected
smugglers and irregular migrants. 659 irregular
migrants and 43 suspected smugglers were rescued
and apprehended respectively. No migrants were
reported missing or dead and 45 boats were seized
in these incidents.

Significant Incident

On 06 Oct 23, Djibouti authorities seized a boat
(galba) and apprehended 126 irregular migrants
with three suspected smugglers off Godoria,
Djibouti.
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MARITIME INCIDENTS
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MARITIME INCIDENTS

Sinking of vessels constituted the highest number of reported incidents,
followed by MEDEVAC, mechanical failure, vessel detained, SAR, capsize and aground.

- 12 incidents of vessels running aground (seven incidents in the Indian

Ocean, two incidents in the Sulu Sea and one each in the Straits of Malacca & Singapore, Ceram
Sea and South China Sea) were recorded, a 71% increase compared to Sep 23 (07 incidents). No
oil leak was reported in any of these incidents and all crew members were reported to be safe.

- 12 incidents of

capsize and 22 incidents of sinking were recorded, with fishing vessels being the primary vessels
involved, a slight increase from Sep 23 (33 incidents). A total of eight lives were lost in these
incidents.

- The Centre

monitored 19 MEDEVAC and 12 SAR operations. The combined SAR and MEDEVAC saw no change in
numbers from Sep 23 (31 incidents).

- 15 mechanical failure incidents were recorded

on fishing vessels, passenger ships, speed boats and a research vessel, a 32% decrease from Sep
23 (22 incidents). The majority of incidents during this month were reported due to engine
failure. In most incidents, the ship's crew addressed the defects, but in a few cases, vessels
sought assistance from local authorities.

Effect of Incidents
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OTHER INCIDENTS
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* On 04 Oct 23, South Korea’s National

Intelligence Service issued a public report
that it had detected multiple phishing
attacks against South Korean shipbuilders.
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WEATHER FORECAST - NOV 23
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Region I: Arabian Sea (AS) - A pressure gradient of 4 to 6 hPa is likely to be observed across the
Arabian Sea (AS) during November. Over the North AS, generally clear skies and NEly winds of 05-
10 knots are expected. Tropical Disturbances generally form to the N of 8°N & E of 65°E, with
initial movement in the WNW direction. The average Sea Surface Temperature is about 26 - 27°C
over the West-central AS and around 29°C over the South AS. Wave height is about 0.5 -1.0m
over East-central AS and increases southwards to about 1.0 - 1.5m over the Equatorial Indian
Ocean.

Region II: Bay of Bengal - November is the second month of the NE Monsoon Season. During this
month, the seasonal low pressure area over West-central Bay shifts to the Southwest Bay of
Bengal. Surface winds are NE - Ely with an average speed of 05 - 10 Knots over most parts of the
Bay. During this month, the formation of Tropical Disturbances is generally seen between
latitudes 8°N and 13°N and to the west of longitude 90°E. These systems initially track
WNWwards and weaken gradually after crossing the east coast of India. Approximately 70% of
these depressions and cyclonic storms cross the coast between the latitudes 10°N and 16°N. The
Sea State during the month is generally 2 over Bay of Bengal, except in South East Bay where the
Sea State is around 3.

Region llI: Southeast Asia - During this month, the sea level pressure is around 1018 - 1019 hPa
to the north of 15°N. Surface winds are mainly NE-Ely/15 -20 kns gusting upto 30 kns over most
parts of the open sea. Moderate swell waves from Nely direction with a mean height of 1.5 - 2.5
m prevail over the South China Sea. Tropical disturbances over the Gulf of Thailand and the
South China Sea are generally remnants of the systems originating from the West Pacific between
latitudes 120° - 140°E. Surface currents are towards SW - W in the western parts of the South
China Sea.

Region 1V: South Indian Ocean - The sea level pressure over the Southern IOR is of the order of
1020 hPa, gradually decreasing northwards to 1012 hPa near the Equatorial Indian Ocean.
Formation of tropical disturbances is common during this month. These systems usually originate
between 10°- 15°S latitudes and between 70° - 100°E longitudes, move in south-westerly
direction and strike Madagascar Islands and adjoining Mauritius Islands. Few systems tend to
weaken and dissipate over the sea area during the course of their movement. Relatively strong
winds of 15-20 Knots from the SEly direction are observed between the equatorial Indian Ocean
and 30°S latitudes. Significant wave height is 1.5 - 2.5 m over most of South IOR, decreasing to
1.0 m or less near equatorial IOR.

Note. The above weather report is also published on the IFC-IOR website and available at the
link below for download and reference.

https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior/static/data/reports/weather/IFC_IOR_Weather Forecast Oct 2023.pdf
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https://www.indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior/static/data/reports/weather/IFC_IOR_Weather_Forecast_Oct_2023.pdf

INFORMATION/EVENTS OF INTEREST

+ Fight against lllegal Unregulated and Unreported Fishing

IUU fishing is a destabilising and existential threat to
coastal states from the Horn of Africa to those
targeted by distant water fleets in the South China
Sea, Galapagos Islands and the South Atlantic. It does
not exist as a standalone crime. Associated crimes
range from labour abuses aboard vessels at sea to
corruption ashore, customs fraud, tax fraud, money
laundering, human trafficking, environmental crimes
and even fraud on your local fish house menu. The
three measures that will assist in propelling the fight
against IUU fishing in the coming years include:-

v Intelligence and Information Sharing. The single most important component in
achieving global effects against illicit fishing. Information could be provided via standalone
information-sharing agreements or holistic bilateral agreements that address all illicit activity
at sea. Sharing timely intelligence and actionable information with partner nations can be
effectively used to combat the menace of IUU fishing.

v' Directing law enforcement attention toward associated crimes. To better address
illegal fishing, interest should be generated with law enforcement to address the associated
crimes. This will facilitate disrupting networks, catching corruption and addressing the failures
of governance that allow illegal fishing to occur, rather than simply criminalising fishermen or
trying to set records in the amount of fish seized.

v" Broadening engagement with civil society. Unlike counternarcotics enforcement,
which is principally a function of the state, civil society plays a prominent role in addressing
illegal fishing. Non-governmental organisations, operating from the hyper-local to the global
level, push policy reform and help educate the public. With finite resources to address a
global challenge, both government and civil society should leverage their respective strengths
to fight illegal fishing.

IFC-IOR Comments. IUU fishing is primarily aimed at economic benefits. Data collection is
paramount to address IUU fishing. The key to combat IUU fishing is to locate/ detect
vessels involved in IUU fishing and understand the modus of operandi of IUU-caught fish
entering local markets. In addition, strengthening and supporting RFMOs to enforce more
strict laws and monitoring of unregulated areas (not regulated by any RFMO) can also help
in combating IUU fishing threat. IFC-IOR has monitored 639, 603 and 392 reported IUU
fishing incidents in the Indian Ocean Region in 2023 (Jan - Oct 23), 2022 and 2021,
respectively.

16




INFORMATION/EVENTS OF INTEREST

* 'Transit points' for drugs

An investigation by South African Revenue Service
(SARS) Customs has revealed that South African ports
are being used as transit points for illegal drugs. The
investigation found that cocaine, heroin, and
methamphetamine are being smuggled into South
Africa through the ports of Durban, Cape Town, and
Johannesburg. The drugs are typically concealed in
containers of legal goods, such as fruit, vegetables,
and machinery. Once they arrive in South Africa,
they are then distributed to other countries in the
region, including Mozambique, Zambia, and
Zimbabwe .The use of South African ports as transit points for drugs is a major concern for law
enforcement agencies. It is estimated that the value of drugs smuggled into South Africa
through the ports is worth billions of rand each year.

+ Key milestone reached on Cape Town Agreement on fishing safety

The Republic of Nicaragua has acceded to the Cape |
Town Agreement (CTA), a landmark international
treaty that sets safety standards for fishing vessels.
Nicaragua's accession, wef 19 Oct 23, marks a
significant step forward for global fishing safety and
the fight against illegal, unreported, and unregulated
(lUU) fishing. The CTA is a comprehensive treaty that
covers a wide range of safety issues, including vessel
design, construction, and equipment; life-saving
appliances; and operational requirements. It also - .
includes provisions to ensure that fishing vessels are properly documented and marked and
that they operate in a safe and responsible manner. Nicaragua's accession to the CTA is
particularly important because it is a major fishing nation. The country's fleet includes over
6,000 fishing vessels, which operate in a variety of fisheries, including tuna, shrimp, and
lobster. Nicaragua's accession to the CTA will help to ensure that its fishing vessels meet high
safety standards, which will reduce the risk of accidents and fatalities at sea. The CTA is also
a key tool in the fight against IUU fishing. The CTA includes provisions to help combat IUU
fishing by requiring fishing vessels to carry certain equipment and to comply with
international regulations. Nicaragua's accession to the CTA is a welcome development that
will help to improve fishing safety and reduce IUU fishing in the Indian Ocean region and
beyond
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Event/ Visits

GoA

MARITIM ﬂ

CONCLAV"

INFORMATION FUSION CENTRE - INDIAN OCEAN REGION

The Centre participated in the 4t" edition of Goa Maritime Conclave (GMC-23) from 29 - 31 Oct
23 at Goa.
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*** End of Report ***
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CONTACT INFO

@ +91 124-2208385, +91 7428963733

ifc-ior.gurugram @navy.gov.in

https://indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior

® @IFC_IOR

IFC-IOR, Sohna Road, Sector-33,
5 Gurugram 122001, India
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