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Disclaimer

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s reports have been derived
from various internal and external linkages such as partner nations,
other maritime stakeholders, agencies and open sources. The report
aims to undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and
anomalies to ensure safety and security of mariners and seafarers.
While due care and effort has been taken to ensure veracity of data,
due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of information
contained therein. The positions of incidents depicted in some cases
may be approximate or indicative. IFC-IOR requests and seeks
assistance of all stakeholders to report incidents in the region to
undertake accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis so as to build
a comprehensive picture of existing threats in the maritime domain.
The information contained in the report and the analysis thereon, is
not reflective of the views of the Government of India or Indian Navy
in any manner.




Overview

Piracy & Armed Contraband 1UU Fishing Irregular Human Maritime Incidents Ma(mme Securl'ty Marine Enwronment Cyber Security Others
Incidents (Hybrid) Pollution Threats

Robbery Smuggling Migration

* GoG - Focus on only Piracy & Armed Robbery incidents; Mediterranean - Focus on only IHM incidents

Trend Analysis of Incidents Over Past 12 Months
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PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY

Sub-Category @ Attempted Boarding ® Sea Robbery @ Sea Theft @Suspicious Approach
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O 8 piracy and robbery

incidents (actual as well as attempted)
were recorded by the Centre for the
month of Sep 22. Three incidents were
recorded in Straits of Malacca and
Singapore (SOMS), two incidents in Gulf of
Guinea and one incident each in Gulf of
Aden, Red Sea and Indian Ocean. This was
a slight decrease in the number of
incidents as compared to Aug 22 (12
incidents) and decrease from Sep 21
(10 incidents).

armed

Incidents in SOMS - One incident each
occurred in the Eastbound Lane of the
Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS),
Precautionary area of TSS and off Tanjung
Setapa in the Singapore Strait. All three
incidents reported were of sea theft, with
some minor spare parts and cargo stolen.

Incident in Gulf of Guinea - One incident
each of sea robbery (armed with knives
and guns) and sea theft were recorded in
GoG in Sep 22. A marginal decrease in
number of incidents from Aug 22 (three
incidents) and Sep 21 (five incidents).

Incidents in Gulf of Aden - One incident
of suspicious approach was recorded off
Yemen in Sep 22.

One incident of
recorded off

Incident in Red Sea -
attempted boarding was
Egypt in Sep 22.

Incident in Indian Ocean - One incident of

sea theft was recorded off Mauritius in
Sep 22.
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CONTRABAND SMUGGLING

Sub-Category @ Alcohol ® Domestic Products @ Drugs ®Fuel @ Natural Resources @ Tobacco © Weapons @ Wildlife
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70 contraband smuggling incidents were

recorded by the Centre in the month of Sep
22, with no increase or decrease from Aug 22
(70 incidents). Drug smuggling constituted 31%
of the recorded incidents, followed by fuel
smuggling and tobacco smuggling.

Drug Seizures - 22 drug seizure incidents were
recorded in Sep 22, a 5% increase from Aug 22.

Fuel Smuggling - 15 incidents of fuel smuggling
involving seizure of about 1,830,334 litres of
fuel were recorded in Sep 22. These comprised
of five incidents off Vietnam, three incidents
each off Malaysia and Indonesia, two incidents
off Iran and one incident each off Bangladesh
and Oman.

Tobacco Smuggling - 14 incidents of tobacco
smuggling were recorded by the Centre in Sep
22, which comprised of six incidents off
Malaysia, four incidents off Philippines, two
incidents off Qatar and one incident each off
Thailand and Oman.

Domestic Product Smuggling - Seven incidents
of domestic product smuggling were recorded
in Sep 22, which comprised two incidents each
off Malaysia, Indonesia and one incident each
off Brunei, Philippines and India.

Alcohol Smuggling - Six incidents of alcohol
smuggling were recorded by the Centre in Sep
22, which comprised of three incidents off
Malaysia and one incident each off Oman,
Kuwait and Singapore.

Natural Resource Smuggling - Three incidents
of natural resource smuggling were recorded by
the Centre in Sep 22, which comprised of two
incidents off India and one incident off Yemen.

Weapon Smuggling - Two incidents of weapon
smuggling were recorded by the Centre in Sep
22, which comprised of one incident each off
Philippines and Sudan. The weapon seizure
included boxes of various calibres of
ammunition, rifles, submachine guns,
detonating chord and fuses.

Wildlife Smuggling - One incident of wildlife
smuggling was recorded off India in Sep 22. The
species seized in this incident were sea
cucumbers.
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ILLEGAL UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED (IUU) FISHING

Sub-Category @ IUU Fishing - Local ®1UU Fishing - Poaching
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6 7 IUU fishing incidents were recorded

by the Centre for the month of Sep 22, an
increase of about 34% from Aug 22 (50
incidents). A 200% increase was observed in
the number of poaching incidents (33) as
compared to Aug 22 (11).

Local IUU Fishing - Out of 34 incidents of
local IUU fishing, 17 incidents were reported
off Malaysia, 11 incidents off Philippines,
two incidents off Oman and one incident
each off Sri Lanka, Qatar, Kuwait and
Mauritius. The arrests and subsequent legal
actions by the local agencies were aimed to
curb illegal fishing using banned nets,
trawling, without valid documents and
fishing inside protected areas. Some fishers
were also apprehended for fishing
banned/protected species.

Poaching - 33 incidents of Poaching by
foreign fishing vessels were recorded.
Apprehension of foreign fishers undertaking
poaching in waters of another country were
reported in Australia (15 incidents), Malaysia
(nine incidents), Sri Lanka and Indonesia
(two incidents each) and Thailand,
Philippines, Bangladesh, Pakistan and
Maldives(one incident each).

Fishing
9 3 Vessels
Involved

IUU Fishing -
Local

IUU Fishing -
Poaching

Fishing Ban Periods

Region _______|Dumation _____________|Remarks ___

Oman 15 Aug 22 - 15 Oct 22
Mauritius 15 Aug 22 - 15 Oct 22
South Africa 01 Sep 22 - 14 Jan 23

(108
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Sep 22
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IRREGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION

Mediterranean Sea, 167

Comparison of Incidents
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1 94 IHM incidents were recorded by

the Centre in Sep 22, a 4% decrease from
Aug 22 (202 incidents) and a 69% increase
from the 115 incidents recorded in Sep 21.
About 86% of the recorded incidents
occurred in the Mediterranean region. Six
incidents each off Sri Lanka and Indonesia,
four incidents off Mayotte, three incidents
off Malaysia, two incidents off Kenya and
one incident each off Djibouti, Reunion,
Cambodia, Thailand, Philippines and India
constituted the rest.

Crossings off Mayotte - The Centre recorded
four incidents of migrant crossings off
Mayotte in Sep 22 as compared to Aug 22
(02 incidents). The incidents involved
detaining of traditional local boats “kwassa-
kwassa” along with suspected smugglers and
irregular migrants.

Mediterranean - 167 incidents were
recorded in the Mediterranean in Sep 22
amounting to a decrease of 11% as
compared to Aug 22 (188 incidents). 162
incidents were recorded off Turkiye, two
incidents off Tunisia, and one incident each
off Spain, Malta and Syria.

&,
J N 7,447

Rescued/
Apprehended

¢

97

o

Missing

50

Dead

82

Smugglers
Apprehended

Migration Trends

Region Rescued/ Dead | Smugglers Boats
Apprehended Apprehended Involved

East Africa

West Asia 196 -
South Asia 162 -
South East Asia 282 23
Mediterranean 6,063 27

E%
2022

- 04 01
- 06 03
- 02 09
97 24 186
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Sub-Category @Aground @Capsize @ Collision @Death  Fire @ Man Overboard ® Mechanical Failure @ MEDEVAC @ Missing ®SAR @ Sunk @ Vessel Detained @ Violent Confrontation
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In the month, about 24% increase
in both collision and SAR incidents were
recorded as compared to Aug 22. Nine
incidents of vessel detained were recorded,
eight incidents off Malaysia and one
incident off Indonesia (two for unauthorised
anchoring and seven for operating without
valid documentation).

- The Centre recorded Nine
incidents of vessels running aground. Four
incidents in Indian Ocean, three incidents in
South China Sea and one incident each in
Red Sea and Gulf of Suez were reported in
Sep 22. In one incident, a crude oil tanker
ran aground in the Suez Canal due to
steering (rudder) failure. The vessel was
subsequently refloated the same day.

- 16
incidents of capsizing and 15 incidents of
vessels sinking at sea were recorded by the
Centre during Sep 22. This was a decrease
of 42% from Aug 22. Majority of the capsize
and sinking of vessels incidents involved
small boats such as fishing boats, motorboat
etc.

- 14 MEDEVAC and 14 SAR
operations, undertaken by various maritime
agencies, were monitored by the Centre
during Sep 22. The combined SAR and
MEDEVAC saw a decrease of 24% from Aug
22.

- 19 incidents of
mechanical failure were recorded by the
Centre during Sep 22. This is about 44%
decrease from Aug 22.
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OTHER INCIDENTS

@ Marine Environment Pollution @ Others
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Maritime Security Threats Marine Environment Pollution

(Hybrid)
01 incident recorded
No incidents recorded * An oil spillage was reported from the
crude oil tanker off Iraq.
°
Others Cyber Security Incidents

01 incident recorded
No incidents recorded

* An incident involving oil tanker was
reportedly seized in Red Sea (likely conflict

related incident).
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Climate Change & Security

+ Tropical Storm “NORU” Over Philippine Sea and South China Sea/ 22 Sep 22

From 22-24 Sep 22, Tropical Cyclone (TC) NORU
developed from a low-pressure area into a tropical
storm over the Philippine Sea while moving towards
Central Luzon. The cyclonic storm transformed to a § » < O

severe cyclonic storm on 24 Sep 22 and reached its * 7R

peak intensity on 25 Sep 22. It then moved west and ”B‘an@k; ‘mem

made initial landfall in the vicinity of Burdeos, ESt ! y ; Pmmms
Quezon and again in Dingalan, Aurora, Philippines. [ eastyscy L@o i
From 26-28 Sep 22, TC NORU made its way from the

Philippines across the West Philippine Sea to the §& \ : Pl
South China Sea, intensifying in strength towards the JNSECNS / :

? .T" v P ’ {
g 0
Thua Thien Hue-Quang Ngai area of the South-Central [ Lﬁ\\. {\;ﬂ}%f % -
: : . . o' moouz% N omp & WOLY

il
a0

Coast region of Vietnam. In the morning of 28 Sep 22,

TC NORU made landfall with winds of 117 km/h in the N A 4
province of Quang Nam, Vietnam. TC NORU ’ P ocsct bt o
subsequently weakened into a low-pressure area. 2

ORI
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INFORMATION/EVENTS OF INTEREST

o Egypt to raise Suez Canal Transit Fees for Ships in 2023

About 10% of global trade, including 7% of the world’s oil,
flows through the Suez Canal, a major source of foreign
currency to Egypt, the most Arab populous country with over
103 million people. Egypt has faced towering economic
challenges and is running low on foreign currency needed to
buy essentials such as grain and fuel. The Suez Canal Authority
said in a statement that it will add 15% to the fees for tankers
carrying oil and petroleum products, and 10% for dry bulk
carriers and cruise ships. The hikes will be applicable with
effect from 01 Jan 23.

Source: TradeWinds-The Global Shipping News Source Report

o Release of a new and upgraded version of the Global Record of Fishing Vessels

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO) announced the release of a nhew and upgraded version of
the Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated Transport
Vessels and Supply Vessels (Global Record), five years after its
launch. The Global Record is a tool for states and regional
fisheries management organizations (RFMOs) to assist them in
combatting illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing
by sharing information about vessels and vessel-related
activities.

Source: Official Website of FAO

« Concerns raised over rising engine room and cargo fires

The International Union of Marine Insurance (IUMI) has
highlighted three areas of risk it needs the maritime industry
to tackle to prevent fires. It cites fires from engine room
machinery, fires from misdeclared container cargo and the
potential impact of adopting alternative fuels to reduce
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. The frequency of onboard
fires in both the engine room and cargo areas continues to be
a worry, particularly for car carriers and container vessels.
The committee said the recent increase in engine room fires
“may reveal some underlying risk including crew
competencies and modern technologies.” It encourages the
maritime industry to improve seafarer training on maintaining
new engine room machinery and energy storage systems to
prevent future accidents.

Source: Seatrade Maritime News
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INFORMATION/EVENTS OF INTEREST

« Apple announces EPIRB-like Satellite SOS Feature

Apple integrated a new feature called Emergency SOS -
which allows emergency tracking and satellite tracking -
into the new iPhone 14. Apple claims that this feature is an
alternative to the expensive EPIRBs onboard, as the
company has built custom components and specific software
that iPhone 14 antennas can connect to unique satellite
frequencies. A satellite emergency message sent from an
iPhone 14 is relayed to a ground station and dispatched to
the right emergency service provider. If a local emergency
service provider or Coast Guard accepts text messages,
Apple can connect you to them directly.

Source: gCaptain Maritime News Report

» New Type of Drug: Synthetic Paper or Confetti

The Mauritian Anti-Drug & Smuggling Unit has seized a new
type of drug known as “Synthetic paper or Confetti”. A4 type
paper is soaked with a chemical substance costing 45.3 USD
per sheet. Thereafter, the sheet is cut into pieces the size of
a matchstick, each piece costing 2.00 USD. To consume the
drug, the paper is mixed with tobacco, put into cigarette
paper and rolled into cigarettes.

Source: Mauritius News Report

o Explosion Risk is Flaring up on Land and At Sea

While fires and explosions on ships have been an issue for
centuries, the issue is growing largely due to an increase
in hazardous materials being shipped. According to the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development’s
Review of Maritime Transport 2021, the amount of
chemicals being transported by marine vessels worldwide
in terms of ton-miles, or one ton of freight carried over
one mile, has increased by about 88 percent over the past
two decades. Despite the lessons that can be learned from
past incidents, the frequency of maritime explosions
appears to be on the uptick.

Source: Seatrade Maritime News
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INFORMATION/EVENTS OF INTEREST

o A bridge over the Malacca Straits between Dumai and Malacca

A project for a 120 km link between Peninsula Malaysia and
Sumatra Island is currently being studied. The link would
connect Telok Gong in Masjid Tanah, Melaka, with Dumai in
Sumatrae either via a bridge or a tunnel. The proposed link
would cross one of the world’s busiest shipping lanes and any
bridge would need to allow sufficient air draught for some of
the world’s largest vessels, both VLCCs and ultra-large
containerships to pass. The Malacca Strait is the main shipping
route linking Asia to Europe and the Middle East and sees
around 100,000 vessels transit annually.

Source: Seatrade Maritime News

o Lithium-ion batteries: Fire risks and loss prevention measures in shipping

Due to many incidents, lithium-ion (Li-ion) batteries are|
having an increasingly negative impact on shipping safety. All A
parties engaged in the supply chain must be aware of the risks| & K .
involved, the most frequent causes and the issues related to
commercial transportation if the marine industry is to reduce
the number of incidents involving the carriage of these
battery types. The laws are detailed in addressing Li-ion|
batteries to prevent the majority of occurrences, both |
domestically in the US (49CFR) and internationally
(International Maritime Dangerous Goods (IMDG), International
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)), but they can only be
successful if they are made known and followed.

Source: Allianz Global Corporate and Specialty Report

o Updated analysis of MARPOL Annex VI

An update of MARPOL Annex VI, which addresses air
pollution from ships, has been released in six official
languages. The document provides a breakdown explanation
of each regulation. This is a useful resource for countries
seeking to draft legislation to incorporate MARPOL Annex VI
into national law.

Source: International Maritime Organisation
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INFORMATION/EVENTS OF INTEREST

e FAO and IMO release report on the retrieval of lost fishing gear

of marine plastic litter for marine animals and habitats. It can p*
impede safe navigation, damage beaches and reefs, and lead [ A
to economic losses for fisheries and other marine-dependent pil
industries across the globe. The United Nations Food and [&===
Agriculture  Organisation and International  Maritime |8
Organisation have released a report giving recommendations
for developing effective programmes for fisher-led reporting
and retrieval of lost fishing gear.

Source: Official Website of FAO

o State of the Global Ocean Observing System in 2022

The United Nations have just released the new H“Ph
Observing System Report Card - a high-level annual report |
providing a deep insight on the state, capacity and value of &
the Global Ocean Observing System (GOOS). In 2022, the |§
Report focuses on how an integrated observing network adds

climate, operational services and ocean health. The Report r,v
highlights physical, biogeochemical and for the first time, [#=
biological observations, providing a global view of the state _'
of the GOOS, identifying the latest observing networks’ o (o .,
progress, the key challenges and opportunities to enhance Al " j o

the system.
Source: Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO (I0C-UNESCO)

¢ Abduction of crew from ships in the Sulu-Celebes Seas

The Phillipine Coast Guard, after careful consideration of © o ont oud o
inputs from stakeholders and counterparts with vital - RN
involvement in securing the Sulu-Celebes Seas maritime o —
security measure, recommends the downgrading of the gl
threat on the ‘Abduction of Crew for ransom in the Sulu- o e g
Celebes Seas’ from ‘POTENTIALLY HIGH’ to ‘MODERATE’. For K A5
ship masters and crew who are transiting the area are R B oo
strongly encouraged to exercise extra vigilance and report —— © sy e o
immediately to the Operation Centres of the Philippines and . S e
E S S C O M . Email: bilikgerakan_esscom@jpm.gov.my

Source: Regional Cooperation Agreement on Combating Piracy and Armed Robbery Information
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https://www.recaap.org/resources/ck/files/ReCAAP%20Agreement/ReCAAP%20Agreement(1).pdf

WEATHER FORECAST

* A monthly weather forecast for the month of Oct 22 in the IOR region has been uploaded
on IFC-IOR website for reference.

Region Il

Region IV

LONGITUDE

SIGNIFICANT WAVE HEIGHT (m)
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VISITS

% INFORMATION FUSION CENTR
= INDIAN OCEAN REGION (FC-0R)

US Navy delegation led by Rear Admiral Tom Moninger from the Office of the Chief of Naval
Operations USA visited IFCIOR on 07 Sep 22.

The Centre had discussions on the complexities of Maritime domain with the DG & researchers
from Centre for Air Power Studies during their visit to IFCIOR on 21 Sep 22.

Journalists from Seychelles & Sri Lanka were briefed on Maritime security situation in IOR and
Centre’s efforts for collaborative maritime safety & security during their visit on 30 Sep 22.

7 MM%E *** End of Report il 21
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CONTACT INFO

@ +91 124-2208385, +91 7428963733

ifc-ior.gurugram @navy.gov.in

https://indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior

O @IFC_IOR

9 IFC-IOR, Sohna Road, Sector-33,
¥ Gurugram 122001, India
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