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PIRACY AND ARMED ROBBERY (57
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Highlights Q3 | 24: Piracy and Armed Rohbery

e Lesser incidents of piracy and armed robbery were monitored during Q3 24 as compared to Q2 24
and Q3 23.

e Significant impact of southwest monsoon in the IOR may have affected piracy activities off
Somali coast.

¢ Hijacking of passenger boats in Gulf of Guinea, sea thefts/ robberies (both attempted and actual)
in South East Asia and thefts onboard pleasure crafts off Mauritius were the key highlights
during Q3 24.

e Vessels are advised to exercise caution, remain vigilant, follow best practices as per BMP 5,
maintain contact with regional authorities for risk mitigation and report any suspicious activities
to ifc-ior.gurugram@navy.nic.in.

www.indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-lor

ifc-iorgurugram@nic.in



MARITIME SECURITY THREATS (HYBRID) vessusirore
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Highlights 03 | 24: Maritime Security Threats [Hyhrid]

e Decreased number of conflict related Maritime Security Threats (Hybrid) incidents were
monitored in Red Sea during Q3 24 as compared to Q2 24 and Q1 24*.

e During Q3 24, while lesser number of attacks were successful, severity of such attacks is
alarming.

¢ Analysis of incidents shows attacks on fewer vessels with more impact. Attack on Greek-flagged
crude oil tanker SOUNION (IMO: 9312145) was a significant incident in Q3-24.

¢ Although international forces operating in the area are responding and assisting vessels

transiting through this region, the region remains volatile and presents risk of disruption to
global trade through one of the most important choke points in IOR.

¢ All masters and vessels planning to transit through conflict affected areas are advised to call
international forces/ navies for assistance in an emergency on MMB Ch 16 and regularly
monitor advisories and notification promulgated by MARSEC Centres.

*The incidents in this category primarily focus on conflict related incidents in the Red Sea. Therefore, incidents are
compared with Q2 and Q1 24.

(L) +91124-2208385, +91-71428963733 (X) eiFc_1on
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The Centre monitored 119 maritime security incidents
in West Asia, a 11% decrease compared to Q2 24
(133 Incidents) and significant increase compared to
03 23 (42 incidents).

Maritime security threats (hybrid) (61), Maritime
incidents (28), contraband smuggling (16), irregular
human migration (06), IUU fishing (05), piracy and
armed robbery (02) and marine environment
pollution (01) constituted the reported incidents.

Attack on vessels in the West Indian Ocean remain
a major concern to maritime security and the safety
of seafarers.

GULF OF GUINEA REGION

Gulf of Guinea witnessed seven incidents of
Piracy and Armed Robbery, 40% decrease
compared to Q2 24 (05 incidents) and similar

to Q3 23 (07 incidents).

Hijack of passenger vessels and taking

passengers as hostages is an alarming
development in the Gulf of Guinea.
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The perpetrators were armed in nearly 62%

of the overall incidents during Q3 24.
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EAST AFRICA

The Centre monitored 119 maritime security
incidents in East Africa, a slight increase
compared to Q2 24 (115 Incidents) and a 29%
increase compared to Q3 23 (92 incidents).

(63),
migration

IUU  fishing (18),
irregular (15),
smuggling (11), piracy and armed robbery (08),

Maritime  incidents

human contraband
maritime security threats (hybrid) (01) and marine
environment pollution (01) constituted the reported
incidents.

Stealing of small boats from anchorage off
Mauritius, likely to be utilised in smuggling
drugs in small island countries and the increase
in seizures of cannabis and cocaine were key
highlights in this region.
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v The Centre monitored 227 maritime security
incidents in South Asia, a 16% increase
compared to Q2 24 (196 Incidents) and
28% increase compared to Q3 23 (177
incidents).

V' Contraband smuggling (95), Maritime
incidents (92), IUU fishing (37) and
irregular human migration (03) constituted
the reported incidents.

v Capsizing and sinking of vessels in Bay of
Bengal, seizures of kendu leaves, turmeric
smuggling incidents and reported IUU
fishing incidents were the key highlights in

SOUTH EAST ASIA

SOUTH ASIA \

this region. /

The Centre monitored 647 maritime
security incidents in South East Asia, a 9%
increase compared to Q2 24 (594
Incidents) and a 43% increase compared to
03 23 (452 incidents).

Maritime incidents (334), contraband
smuggling (147), IUU fishing (131), piracy
and armed robbery (20), irregular human
migration (11) and marine environment
pollution (04) constituted the reported
incidents.

Targeting of slow speed and low freeboard
vessels, violent increase in the seizure of
methamphetamine, fuel smuggling incidents
and smuggling of domestic products were
the key highlights in this region.
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Highlights 03 | 24: Contraband Smuggling

e Number of contraband smuggling incidents monitored in Q3 24 are similar to those monitored in
Q2 24 and Q3 23.

e Drug smuggling incidents were top contributors during Q3 24 and remain a major concern to
maritime security in 10R.

e Methamphetamine, followed by cannabis and cocaine, were the most smuggled drugs in IOR.

e The contraband smuggling methodology monitored in this quarter included drugs washed
ashore, dead drops and concealing drugs in ship compartments, containers and domestic
products such as fruits, raw vegetables etc.

e Seizure of Kendu leaves, turmeric smuggling, domestic products viz. cigarettes, gold, etc.,
interceptions of boats carrying contraband and recoveries of drugs washed ashore were key
highlights of Q3 24.

IRRELGULAR HUMAN MIGRATION (3
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Highlights 03 | 24: Irregular Human Migration [IHM]

o Lesser IHM incidents were monitored in Q3 24 as compared to Q2 24 and Q3 23.
¢ This may be attributable to prevailing weather conditions and enhanced law enforcement by

concerned agencies.
e Converted fishing vessels, small unworthy sea boats, speedboats and passenger vessels were
utilised as mode of transport for migrants in Q3 24.

lic-lorgurugram@nic.in www.indiannavynic.in/ifc-lor
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e Maritime incidents witnessed an upsurge compared to Q2 24 and Q3 23. The prevailing weather
conditions and influence of tropical cyclones, especially in South East Asia, contributed to this
increase.

e Mechanical failures, MEDEVACS, sinking and grounding of vessels were the most frequently
reported incidents in Q3 24.

¢ Efforts of regional law enforcement agencies led to rescue of 3,375 lives. 241 seafarers lost their
lives and 233 individuals were reported missing in Q3 24.

e The Centre urges small boats, fishing vessels, passenger boats and concerned stakeholders to
prioritise safety by adhering to SOPs, local weather warnings and safety measures, especially
during monsoon seasons.
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Highlights Q3 | 24: lllegal, Unregulated and Unreported Fishing

¢ |UU fishing activities in the IOR witnessed a decrease of 5 % compared to Q2 24 and decrease of
4% compared to Q3 23.

¢ A predominant number of reported incidents include violations of fishing licenses, illegal fishing
methods, banned techniques, etc.

¢ In a notable event, a foreign flagged fishing vessel was dropping buoys that were emitting AIS
signals while turning off its own AIS system, claiming it was malfunctioning. This could be a
deliberate tactic to operate without being tracked or monitored.

(L) +91124-2208385, +91-71428963733 (X) eiFc_1on
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