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DISCLAIMER

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s reports have been derived from various

internal and external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime stakeholders, agencies and

open sources. The report aims to undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and

anomalies to ensure safety and security of mariners and seafarers. While due care and effort has

been taken to ensure veracity of data, due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of

information contained therein. The positions of incidents depicted in some cases may be

approximate or indicative. IFC-IOR requests and seeks assistance of all stakeholders to report

incidents in the region to undertake accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis so as to build a

comprehensive picture of existing threats in the maritime domain. The information contained in the

report and the analysis thereon, is not reflective of the views of the Government of India or Indian

Navy in any manner.
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Category No

Piracy & Armed Robbery 04

Contraband Smuggling 08

IUU Fishing 18

Irregular Human Migration 08

Maritime Incidents 29

Maritime Security Threats (Hybrid) Nil

Cyber Security Threats Nil

Marine Environment Pollution Nil

Climate Change & Security Nil

Others Nil

Total incidents 67

Cyclone(s) Nil
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Sub-Category No

Attack Nil

Kidnap Nil

Hijack Nil

Hijack & Kidnap Nil

Sea Robbery Nil

Sea Theft 03

Illegal Boarding Nil

Attempted Sea Robbery 01

Attempted Sea Theft Nil

Attempted Boarding Nil

Suspicious Approach Nil

Total incidents 04
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Sr Date/

Time

Sub 

Category  

Country/

Region

Location

Lat/Long

Vessel  

Details 

Incident 

Details  

Crew 

Status

Vessel/ Post 

Incident Status

Responder(s)

1. 03 Oct 23

0554 LT 

Sea theft Ghana/

Gulf of 

Guinea

04° 53.25' N 

001° 40.20' W 

MAERSK VIGO

Container Ship

Flag - Singapore

IMO: 9401697

MMSI: 636021255

02 perpetrators were seen on the 

deck of the ship.

Duty crew raised the alarm.

Perpetrators escaped with the ship’s 

items.

All crew 

members 

safe

Safe Ghana 

authorities

2. 05 Oct 23 Sea theft Indonesia/

Java Sea

Off South Kisar

District, 

Southwest 

Maluku Regency

05 fishing boats 05 engines, 04 fuel tanks and hoses 

stolen

UNK UNK Indonesia 

authorities

3. 08 Oct 23

0531 LT

Attempted 

sea robbery

Singapore/

Singapore 

Strait

01° 03’.5 N 

103° 40’.4 E

In the eastbound

lane of TSS

DIMITRIS A

Bulk carrier

Flag - Cyprus

IMO: 9398656

MMSI: 210066000

Duty crew sighted 02 perpetrators 

armed with knives in the engine 

room.

Nothing stolen.

Safe Underway Singapore 

authorities

4. 09 Oct 23 Sea theft Mauritius/

Indian Ocean

Off Black River Pleasure craft 

Reg. No. PC 6658 

Ol 18

An unknown number of perpetrators 

boarded the pleasure craft.

Moored craft stolen.

NA Craft recovered 

on 11 Oct 23

Mauritius 

authorities
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Sub-Category No

Alcohol Nil

Domestic Products 03

Drugs 03

Fuel Nil

Natural Resources 01

Tobacco 01

Weapons Nil

Wildlife Nil

Others Nil

Total incidents 08



C
O

N
T

R
A

B
A

N
D

 S
M

U
G

G
LI

N
G

MARITIME SECURITY
UPDATE

WEEKLY 

www.indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior/ 2023
05 - 11 OCT

Sr Date Country/

Region

Location Vessel

Details 

Type Product Qty/

Value 

Additional Details Responder(s)

1. 01 Oct 23 Vietnam/ 

South China 

Sea

Off Hai Phong -

Quang Ninh

01 vessel Natural 

resources 

Coal 1,000 tons Without valid documents.

Vessel seized.

Vietnam

authorities

2. 05 Oct 23 Philippines/ 

Sulu Sea

At Manila 

International 

Container Port

UNK Drugs Methamphetamine 323 kg/

USD 38 million

Suspected to be smuggled 

into the country by sea.

Found in 1,000 packages.

Philippines 

authorities

3. 05 Oct 23 Myanmar/ 

Andaman Sea

At Myanmar 

Industrial Port, 

Yangon 

UNK Domestic 

products

Bloodstones

and pliers 

10,000 kg and 

3,500 kg/ 

USD 21,411 

Found inside 03 containers.

Without valid documents. 

Myanmar

authorities

4. 05 Oct 23 Myanmar/ 

Andaman Sea

At Thilawa

Container 

Checkpoint, 

Yangon

UNK Domestic 

products

Lubricants 2,715 kg/ 

USD 5,596

Found inside a container.

Without valid documents.

Myanmar

authorities

5. 06 Oct 23 Indonesia/

Celebes Sea 

At Manado Port KM BARCELONA 
II A

Domestic 

products

Cosmetics UNK Found in 03 suitcases.

Suspected to be smuggled 

from a foreign country.

05 crew members 

apprehended.

Indonesia

authorities

6. 07 Oct 23 Pakistan/

Arabian Sea

In Gwadar, 

Balochistan

UNK Drugs Cannabis and  

crystal 

methamphetamine

743 kg and 

57 kg/ 

USD 21,840,000

01 suspect escaped.

01 vehicle seized.

Pakistan 

authorities

7. 09 Oct 23 Philippines/ 

Sulu Sea

Off Maasin, 

Zamboanga 

01 motorboat Tobacco Cigarettes 90 master cases/

USD 54,530

03 suspects apprehended.

Boat seized.

Philippines 

authorities

8. 10 Oct 23 Mauritius/ 

Indian Ocean

At Blue Bay 

Beach

UNK Drugs Drugs UNK Tar-like substances 

suspected to be drugs 

wrapped in paper.

04 suspects apprehended. 

Mauritius

authorities
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Sub-Category No

IUU Fishing- Local 13

IUU Fishing - Poaching 05

Total incidents 18
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Sr Date Sub 

Category

Country/ 

Region

Location Vessel 

Details 

Offence Seizure/

Value

Fishers Involved Responder(s)

1. 30 Sep 23 Local Malaysia/

Malacca 

Strait

Off Perak 01 fishing boat Illegal fishing Fishing boat and 

fish catch/ 

USD 338,051

UNK Malaysia

authorities 

2. 03 Oct 23 Poaching Australia/

Indian Ocean

NW of Australia 01 foreign sailing 

vessel

Illegal fishing in 

country’s waters

Fish and sea 

cucumbers 

08 foreign fishermen. 

Vessel and fishermen 

were subsequently

released.

Australia

authorities 

3. 03 Oct 23 Poaching Australia/

Indian Ocean

NW of Australia 01 foreign fishing 

vessel

Illegal fishing in 

country’s waters

Sea cucumbers 11 foreign fishermen. 

Vessel and fishermen 

were subsequently

released.

Australia

authorities 

4. 03 Oct 23 Poaching Australia/

Indian Ocean

NW of Australia 01 foreign fishing 

vessel

Illegal fishing in 

country’s waters

Sea cucumbers 10 foreign fishermen. 

Vessel and fishermen 

were subsequently

released.

Australia

authorities 

5. 03 Oct 23 Local Malaysia/

Malacca 

Strait

Off Kuala Kurau

Estuary

02 fibre boats Illegal fishing (without 

valid documents)

Fishing boats 

and fishing 

equipment  

06 (05 foreign and 01 

local) apprehended.

Malaysia

authorities 

6. 03 Oct 23 Local Malaysia/

Malacca 

Strait

At Bagan Utara 

jetty, Tanjung 

Piandang, Perak

01 fishing boat Illegal fishing Fishing boat and 

158 sets of 

dragon bubu

01 apprehended. Malaysia

authorities 

7. 03 Oct 23 Local Sri Lanka/

Bay of 

Bengal

Off Bolder Point, 

Trincomalee 

02 dinghies Illegal fishing (using 

unauthorised fishing 

nets)

Dinghies and 

fishing 

paraphernalia.

07 apprehended. Sri Lanka

authorities 

8. 03 Oct 23 Local Sri Lanka/

Bay of 

Bengal

At Walaithottam

beach, 

Trincomalee 

01 dinghy Illegal fishing (using 

unauthorised fishing 

nets)

Dinghy and 

fishing 

paraphernalia.

01 apprehended. Sri Lanka

authorities 

9. 04 Oct 23 Local Vietnam/ 

South China 

Sea

Off the Gulf of 

Tonkin

02 fishing vessels Illegal fishing (without 

valid documents)

Fishing vessels/ 

USD 34,850

11 apprehended. Vietnam 

authorities
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Sr Date Sub 

Category

Country/ 

Region

Location Vessel 

Details 

Offence Seizure/

Value

Fishers Involved Responder(s)

10. 04 Oct 23 Local Sri Lanka/

Bay of 

Bengal

Off Norway 

Island, 

Trincomalee 

01 dinghy Illegal fishing (light-

coarse fishing)

Dinghy and 

fishing 

paraphernalia.

07 apprehended. Sri Lanka

authorities 

11. 04 Oct 23 Poaching India/

Arabian Sea

Off Sir Creek, 

Gujarat

01 foreign fishing 

boat

Illegal fishing in 

country’s waters.

Fishing boat 01 foreign fisherman 

apprehended.

India

authorities 

12. 05 Oct 23 Local Sri Lanka/

Bay of 

Bengal

At Sallimunai

Beach, 

Trincomalee 

NA Illegal fishing (blast 

fishing)

Fishing 

paraphernalia, 

explosives and 

01 vehicle

02 apprehended. Sri Lanka

authorities 

13. 05 Oct 23 Local Sri Lanka/

Bay of 

Bengal

Off Nagar Kovil 03 dinghies Illegal fishing (without 

valid documents)

Dinghies and 

fishing 

paraphernalia

09 apprehended. Sri Lanka

authorities 

14. 05 - 06 Oct 

23

Local Sri Lanka/

Bay of 

Bengal

At Vakarei

Beach, 

Trincomalee 

06 dinghies Illegal fishing (light-

coarse fishing )

Dinghies and 

fishing 

paraphernalia

13 apprehended. Sri Lanka

authorities 

15. 08 Oct 23 Poaching Thailand/

Gulf of 

Thailand

75.8 nm W of 

Laem Prom Thep

KM RAHMAT JAYA,
KM IKHLASBARU 
and 

KAMBIASTAR
Foreign fishing 

vessels

Illegal fishing in 

country's waters

Fishing boats 

and fishing 

paraphernalia

40 foreign fishermen 

apprehended.

Thailand

authorities

16. 09 Oct 23 Local Malaysia/

Malacca 

Strait

Off  Tanjung 

Piandang Perak

UNK Illegal fishing (without 

valid licence)

66 sets of 

dragon babu/ 

USD 975

UNK Malaysia

authorities 

17. 09 Oct 23 Local Malaysia/

Malacca 

Strait

1.2 nm SW of 

Kuala Selangor

Fibreboat Illegal fishing (without 

valid documents)

Boat and fishing 

paraphernalia

02 foreign fishermen 

apprehended.

Malaysia

authorities 

18. 09 Oct 23 Local Oman/

Arabian Sea

In Wilayats of 

Mahout and 

Duqm

NA Illegal fishing (caught 

during banned 

period)

1,074 kg of fish UNK Oman

authorities 
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Sr Date  Country/

Region 

Origin/

Destination

Location  Vessel 

Details 

Migrants

Details

Additional Details Responder(s)

1. 03 Oct 23 Malaysia/

Celebes Sea

Indonesia/

Malaysia

Off Tawau 01 vessel 12 apprehended 01 smuggler apprehended.

Vessel seized.

Malaysia 

authorities

2. 01 - 07 Oct 23 Mayotte/

Indian Ocean

Comoros/

Mayotte

Off Mayotte 08 boats

(kwassa-kwassa)

63 apprehended 08 suspected smugglers 

apprehended.

Boats seized.

France 

authorities

3. 06 Oct 23 Djibouti/

Gulf of Aden

Ethiopia/

UNK

Off Godoria 01 boat (galba) 126 apprehended 

(74 males and 52 

females)

03 suspected smugglers 

apprehended.

Attempting to reach a foreign 

country by sea.

Djibouti 

authorities

4. 06 Oct 23 Malaysia/ 

Malacca 

Strait

Malaysia/

Indonesia

At Olak, 

Lempit, 

Banting

UNK 53 apprehended 03 suspected smugglers 

apprehended. 

Attempting to reach a foreign 

country by sea.

Malaysia 

authorities

5. 08 Oct 23 Oman/

Gulf of Oman

UNK/

Oman

Off Muscat UNK 27 apprehended Attempting to enter the country 

illegally via sea.

Oman authorities

6. 10 Oct 23 Oman/

Gulf of Oman

UNK/

Oman

Off North Al 

Batinah 

UNK 15 apprehended Attempting to enter the country 

illegally by sea.

Oman authorities

7. 10 Oct 23 Mauritius/ 

Indian Ocean

Tanzania/

UNK

At Port Louis MV DE SHENG 1
Bulk carrier

Flag - Panama

IMO: 9237199

MMSI: 353381000

01 apprehended Stowaway Mauritius

authorities

8. 10 Oct 23 Mauritius/ 

Indian Ocean

Tanzania/

UNK

At Port Louis MV AMIS WISDOM 1
Bulk carrier 

Flag - Panama

IMO: 9426764

MMSI: 355401000

01 apprehended Stowaway Mauritius

authorities
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Total incidents 29
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Sr Date Sub 

Category 

Country/ 

Region

Location Details of Vessels 

Involved

Vessel 

Status 

Additional Details Responder(s)

1. 27 Sep 23 Vessel 

detained 

Chagos

Archipelago/ 

Indian Ocean

In Indian Ocean 02 fishing boats Detained 32 fishermen apprehended.

Boats seized. 

Chagos Archipelago 

authorities

2. 01 Oct 23 Vessel 

detained 

Malaysia/ 

South China Sea

Off Tanjung Po 01 tug Detained Without valid documents.

10 crew members (9 foreigners 

and 01 local) apprehended.

Malaysia authorities

3. 03 Oct 23 Man 

overboard 

Malaysia/ 

Malacca Strait

At Tanjung

Pelepas Port, 

Gelanh Patah

ALS CLIVIA 
Container ship

Flag - Liberia

IMO: 9444417

MMSI: 636092866

UNK Mortal remains were recovered on 

04 Oct 23. 

Malaysia authorities

4. 03 Oct 23 Sunk Vietnam/

South China Sea

Off Kinh Hoi 01 fishing boat

Reg. No. KG-90255-TS 

Sank Heavy weather.

All 15 fishermen rescued. 

Local fishing boat and 

Vietnam authorities

5. 03 Oct 23 Fire India/

Arabian Sea

Off Mormugao, 

Goa

X-PRESS KAILASH
Cargo ship

Flag - Singapore

IMO: 9348912

MMSI: 563839000

Drifting Fire extinguished.

No injuries.

No pollution.

India authorities 

6. 04 Oct 23 Flooding Indonesia/

Banda Sea

Off Kapota, 

Wakatobi

Regency

KM NELAYAN 708
Motorboat 

UNK Both crew members rescued. Indonesia authorities 

7. 04 Oct 23 MEDEVAC Vietnam/

South China Sea

Off Cat Ba 01 boat Underway  01 crew member evacuated. 

Suffered cardiac attack.

Vietnam authorities

8. 04 Oct 23 Mechanical 

failure

Maldives/

Indian Ocean

Off  Hdh. 

Kulhudufushi

Island

NATHEEJAA
Fishing vessel

Underway Heavy weather.

All 03 crew members safe.

Maldives authorities 

9. 05 Oct 23 Mechanical 

failure

Indonesia/

Banda Sea

Off Tanjung

Buton, North 

Buton

KM 777 
Speedboat

Towed 

ashore 

Engine failure.

All 14 persons rescued.

Local fishing boat and 

Indonesia authorities

10. 05 Oct 23 Aground Indonesia/

Indian Ocean

Off Swiss Beach, 

West Nusa 

Tenggara

PT AMMAN MINERAL
Ship 

UNK Ship's anchor chain broken.

All 16 crew safe.

Indonesia authorities
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Sr Date Sub 

Category 

Country/ 

Region

Location Details of Vessels 

Involved

Vessel 

Status 

Additional Details Responder(s)

11. 05 Oct 23 Collision Indonesia/

Flores Sea

Off Bima Regency, 

West Nusa 

Tenggara

WIJAYA KUSUMA 1
General cargo ship

Flag - Indonesia

IMO: 8911023

UNK NA Indonesia authorities 

KLM SEHAT ELONA
Sailing vessel

Flag - Indonesia

MMSI: 525301182

Damaged 18 persons onboard.

No injury.

12. 05 Oct 23 SAR Indonesia/ 

Banda Sea

Off West Siompu, 

South Buton

Regency

01 boat UNK 01 fisherman missing. Indonesia authorities

13. 05 Oct 23 MEDEVAC Vietnam/ 

South China Sea

120 nm SE of Phu

Quy Island

01 fishing vessel 

Reg. No. PY 96549 

TS

Underway 01 crew member evacuated. Vietnam authorities

14. 05 Oct 23 Capsize India/

Arabian Sea

Off Munamba, 

Ernakulam, Kerala

01 fishing boat UNK 03 fishermen rescued.

02 dead (Mortal remains of 02 

missing fishermen recovered on 08 

Oct 23). 

02 missing.

India authorities

15. 05 Oct 23 MEDEVAC Mauritius/

Indian Ocean

Off Port Louis UNK UNK 01 person evacuated. Mauritius authorities

16. 06 Oct 23 Flooding India/

Palk Strait

20 nm NE of 

Pamban, Tamil 

Nadu

SRI MURUGAN 
THUNAI
Fishing boat

Reg. No. IND-TN-06-

MM- 4835

UNK Water ingress.

Engine failure.

All 10 crew members rescued.

India authorities

17. 07 Oct 23 MEDEVAC Vietnam/ 

South China Sea

Off Survival Island, 

Truong Sa district

01 fishing boat 

Reg. No. QNg 95579 

TS

Underway 01 fisherman evacuated. Vietnam authorities
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Sr Date Sub 

Category 

Country/ 

Region

Location Details of Vessels 

Involved

Vessel 

Status 

Additional Details Responder(s)

18. 07 Oct 23 Cargo 

mishap

Philippines/ 

Philippines Sea

At Cebu Port FIL SURIGAO DELNORTE
Ro-Ro/Passenger Ship

Flag - Philippines

IMO: 9196412

MMSI: 548590500

Underway A cylinder or barrel with a 

chemical substance fell from a 

forklift on the cargo deck and 

caused a spill.

More than 20 crew were 

exposed to spilt sulfuric acid.

10 crew members were 

hospitalised.

Suffered from nausea and 

vomiting. 

Philippines authorities

19. 07 Oct 23 SAR Mauritius/

Indian Ocean

Off Benitier Island 01 kayak Towed ashore Heavy weather.

01 person rescued.

Mauritius authorities

20. 07 Oct 23 Man 

overboard

Mauritius/

Indian Ocean

Off Cap 

Malheureux

01 fishing boat 

Reg. No. B 403 AF 2001

UNK 01 dead. Mauritius authorities

21. 07 Oct 23 Mechanical 

failure

Mauritius/

Indian Ocean

370 nm NE of 

Mauritius

SSALACIA 1
Fishing vessel 

Drifting Engine failure.

All crew members safe.

Mauritius authorities

22. 08 Oct 23 Capsize Sri Lanka/ 

Bay of Bengal

In Navalady

Lagoon, 

Kattankudy

01 boat Sank 02 persons dead.

04 swam ashore.

Sri Lanka authorities

23. 09 Oct 23 Sunk Vietnam/ 

South China Sea

Off Cua Tung, Vinh 

Linh

01 fishing boat Salvaged and 

towed ashore

Water ingress. Vietnam authorities

24. 09 Oct 23 SAR Indonesia/ 

Indian Ocean 

Off Cibalong, West 

Java

UNK UNK 01 fisherman missing.

SAR initiated.

Indonesia authorities

25. 09 Oct 23 Vessel 

detained

Malaysia/ 

Malacca Strait

Off Kuala Selangor 01 boat Detained No valid documents.

03 persons apprehended.

Malaysia authorities

26. 09 Oct 23 Vessel 

detained

Malaysia/ 

Malacca Strait

Off Muka Head 

Penang

MV WISDOM GRACE 
Container ship

Flag - Panama

IMO: 9180047

MMSI: 351255000

Detained Illegal anchoring.

19 persons apprehended. 

Malaysia authorities

27. 09 Oct 23 Mechanical 

failure

India/

Arabian Sea  

36 nm SE of 

Agatti Island,

Lakshadweep

IFB MESSIAH ANTONY
Reg. No. INT-TN-15-MM-

378

Towed ashore Engine failure.

All 14 crew members rescued. 

India authorities
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Sr Date Sub 

Category 

Country/ 

Region

Location Details of Vessels 

Involved

Vessel 

Status 

Additional Details Responder(s)

28. 09 Oct 23 Aground Kenya/

Indian Ocean 

Off Mombasa Port MSC EAGLE F
Cargo ship

Flag - Liberia

IMO: 9190092

MMSI: 636021501

Refloated and 

anchored

Engine failure. 

No damage reported.

Kenya authorities

29. 09 Oct 23 Mechanical 

failure

Mauritius/

Indian Ocean 

Off Black River 01 pleasure craft

Reg. No. PPC 7058 OL 

12

Towed ashore  Engine failure.

All 03 persons rescued. 

Mauritius authorities
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Somali piracy, an unsolvable security threat, has almost completely stopped

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/featured/heres-why-somali-piracy-once-an-unsolvable-security-threat-has-almost-completely-stopped/

Illegal fishing plagues Omani coastal cities

https://www.muscatdaily.com/2023/10/07/illegal-fishing-plagues-coastal-cities/

Scan to Access Working Definitions 
used  for Maritime Safety and 
Security Incidents.

Scan to Access
Reports

*** End of Report ***

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/featured/heres-why-somali-piracy-once-an-unsolvable-security-threat-has-almost-completely-stopped/
https://www.muscatdaily.com/2023/10/07/illegal-fishing-plagues-coastal-cities/

