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DISCLAIMER

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s reports have been derived from various

internal and external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime stakeholders, agencies and

open sources. The report aims to undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and

anomalies to ensure safety and security of mariners and seafarers. While due care and effort has

been taken to ensure veracity of data, due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of

information contained therein. The positions of incidents depicted in some cases may be

approximate or indicative. IFC-IOR requests and seeks assistance of all stakeholders to report

incidents in the region to undertake accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis so as to build a

comprehensive picture of existing threats in the maritime domain. The information contained in the

report and the analysis thereon, is not reflective of the views of the Government of India or Indian

Navy in any manner.
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Category No

Piracy & Armed Robbery 04

Contraband Smuggling 22

IUU Fishing 18

Irregular Human Migration 04

Maritime Incidents 27

Maritime Security Threats (Hybrid) 09

Cyber Security Threats Nil

Marine Environment Pollution Nil

Climate Change & Security Nil

Others Nil

Total incidents 84

Cyclone(s) Nil
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Sub-Category No

Attack 01

Kidnap Nil

Hijack 01

Hijack & Kidnap Nil

Sea Robbery Nil

Sea Theft 01

Illegal Boarding Nil

Attempted Sea Robbery Nil

Attempted Sea Theft Nil

Attempted Boarding Nil

Suspicious Approach 01

Total incidents 04
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Sr

nnn

nnn

nnn

Date/

Time

Sub 

Category  

Country/

Region

Location

Lat/Long

Details of Vessels 

Involved

Incident 

Details  

Crew 

Status

Vessel/ Post 

Incident 

Status

Responder(s)

1. 13 Dec 23

0643 LT

Attack Yemen/

Red Sea

50 nm W of 

Hodeidah

ARDMORE ENCOUNTER
Tanker 

Flag - Marshall Islands

IMO: 9654579

MMSI: 538005093

Reportedly, a small boat with 03 

perpetrators onboard approached the 

vessel to within 0.5 nm and opened fire.

The boat fled after exchanging of fire with 

armed security guards onboard.

No damages to vessel or injuries reported.

Safe Underway Ship’s crew

2. 13 Dec 23

0800 LT

Suspicious 

approach

Oman/

Arabian 

Sea

90 nm S of Al 

Duqm

01 vessel 05-06 small boats mounted with machine 

guns with 03 perpetrators onboard in grey 

uniform approached the vessel .

The boats followed the vessel for 90 

minutes and  thereafter detached.

Safe Underway UNK

3. 13 Dec 23 Sea theft Mauritius/

Indian 

Ocean

Off Pointe Aux 

Sables

Pleasure craft 

Reg. No. PC 7914 OL 

14

An unknown number of perpetrators 

boarded and stole items from the 

unmanned pleasure craft.

NA UNK Mauritius 

authorities

4. 14 Dec 23

1450 LT

Hijack Arabian 

Sea

12° 03’.75 N 

061° 26’.24 E 

MV RUEN
Bulk carrier

Flag - Malta 

IMO: 9754903

MMSI: 249517000

On 14 Dec 23, perpetrators boarded, 

hijacked the vessel in mid Arabian Sea, 

450 nm E of Socotra Islands and held crew 

members hostage.

Perpetrators hijacked a dhow operating off 

Somalia and utilised the same for 

attacking/ hijacking MV.

Dhow maintained in the proximity of MV 

after boarding till the perpetrators 

established control over the vessel

01 crew member suffered a bullet injury 

and was evacuated by the Indian Navy on 

18 Dec 23.

Safe Anchored India Japan 

and Spain 

authorities

Note: Detailed analysis of MV RUEN incident is brought out in the later part of this report. 
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Sub-Category No

Alcohol 02

Domestic Products 03

Drugs 08

Fuel 04

Natural Resources 03

Tobacco Nil

Weapons Nil

Wildlife 02

Others Nil

Total incidents 22
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Sr Date Country/

Region

Location Details of Vessels 

Involved

Type Product Qty/

Value 

Additional Details Responder(s)

1. 09 Dec 23 Vietnam/ 

Gulf of 

Thailand

Off Ca Mau 01 fishing vessel 

Reg. No. 

TG 91139 TS

Fuel Diesel 20,000 L Without valid documents.

06 suspects apprehended.

Vessel seized.

Vietnam

authorities

2. 09 Dec 23 Indonesia/ 

South Pacific 

Ocean

At Nabire Port, 

Central Papua 

Province

01 passenger 

ship

Alcohol Liquor 04 jerry cans Suspected to be domestically 

smuggled.

Indonesia 

authorities

3. 09 Dec 23 South Africa/

Indian Ocean

At Gqeberha 01 inflatable 

boat

Wildlife Abalone 1,000 kg/

USD 65,558

Found in 26 bags.

Boat seized.

Suspects escaped.

South Africa

authorities

4. 10 Dec 23 Indonesia/ 

Celebes Sea

Off Nunukan

Island

01 boat Drugs Methamphetamine 

and ecstasy pills

31 kg and 100 

pills

Found in a plastic drum.

Suspected to be smuggled 

from a foreign country.

01 suspect apprehended.

Boat seized.

Indonesia

authorities

5. 10 Dec 23 Indonesia/ 

Celebes Sea

At Tanjung

Kalian Port, 

Muntok

UNK Drugs Methamphetamine 04 kg Suspected to be smuggled 

from a foreign country.

01 suspect apprehended.

Indonesia

authorities

6. 11 Dec 23 Sri Lanka/ 

Palk Bay

At Oluthuduwai, 

Mannar

UNK Drugs Pregabalin 

capsules

6,000 capsules Hidden in 04 parcels.

Suspected to be smuggled 

into the country by sea.

Sri Lanka

authorities

7. 11 Dec 23 Kuwait/ 

Persian Gulf

Off Kuwait 01 boat Drugs Hashish 40 kg/

USD 487,455

05 suspects apprehended.

Boat seized.

Kuwait 

authorities

8. 11 Dec 23 Mauritius/ 

Indian Ocean

At Bras D'eau UNK Natural 

resources

Sandalwood 58 pieces 03 suspects apprehended. Mauritius

authorities

9. 11-12 Dec 

23

Myanmar/ 

Andaman Sea

At Asia World 

Port Terminal 

Container 

Checkpoint, 

Yangon

UNK Domestic 

products

Assorted goods USD 1,865 Mis-declared in import 

declaration. 

Myanmar 

authorities

10. 12 Dec 23 Vietnam/ 

South China 

Sea

Off Hai Phong 01 vessel

Reg. No. 

TB 6789

Natural 

resources

Sand  1,000 m3 Without valid documents. 

04 suspects apprehended.

Vessel seized.

Vietnam

authorities 7
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11. 12 Dec 23 Malaysia/ 

Malacca Strait

At Port Klang UNK Domestic 

products

Food products 158 boxes /

USD 8,534

Found in cartons.

Without valid documents.

Malaysia 

authorities

12. 13 Dec 23 Indonesia/ 

Java Sea

Off Marunda SEMESTA 7
Tug Boat

Fuel Diesel 1,600 L /

USD 620

Suspected to be domestically 

smuggled.

07 suspects apprehended.

Indonesia

authorities

02 Service boats

13. 14 Dec 23 Mauritius/ 

Indian Ocean

At Mer Rouge, 

Port Louis 

Harbour

UNK Drugs Cannabis 14.8 kg/

USD 338,218

Found in 36 bags, hidden in 02 

washing machines within a 

container.

Suspected to be smuggled from 

a foreign country by sea.

Mauritius

authorities

14. 15 Dec 23 Philippines/ 

Sulu Sea

At Mindanao 

Container 

Terminal

UNK Domestic 

products

Cars 02 cars/

USD 537,827

Found in a container.

Mis-declared as truck spare 

parts.

Philippines 

authorities

15. 16 Dec 23 Vietnam/ 

Gulf of 

Thailand 

Off Tho Chu 

Beach

01 fishing vessel 

Reg. No. TG 

91387 TS

Fuel Diesel 35,000 L Without valid documents.

05 suspects apprehended.

Vessel seized.

Vietnam

authorities

16. 16 Dec 23 Vietnam/ 

South China 

Sea

Off Dung Quat 

Port 

01 fishing vessel Fuel Diesel 2,000 L Without valid documents.

01 suspect apprehended.

Vessel seized.

Vietnam

authorities

17. 16 Dec 23 Sri Lanka/

Palk Bay

Off Mannar 02 dinghies Wildlife Sea cucumber 808 kg Suspected to be smuggled from 

a foreign country by sea. 

04 suspects apprehended.

Dinghies seized.

Sri Lanka

authorities

18. 17 Dec 23 Indonesia/ 

South Pacific 

Ocean

At Waigama

Salafen Pier, 

Papua

KM KINEY
Passenger ship

Alcohol Liquor 300 L Suspected to be domestically 

smuggled.

Indonesia 

authorities

19. 17 Dec 23 Sri Lanka/ 

Indian Ocean

At Ja-Ela UNK Drugs Cannabis UNK/ 

USD 60,779

Suspected to be smuggled from 

a foreign country by sea.

Sri Lanka 

authorities

8
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20. 17 Dec 23 Sri Lanka/ 

Indian Ocean

Off Negombo 02 dinghies Natural 

resources 

Kendu leaves 1,143 kg Found in 35 sacks.

Suspected to be smuggled from 

a foreign country by sea.

04 suspects apprehended.

Dinghies seized. 

Sri Lanka

authorities

21. 17 Dec 23 India/ 

Bay of Bengal

At Pudukottai, 

Tamil Nadu 

UNK Drugs Cannabis 100 kg Suspected to be smuggled to a 

foreign country by sea.

03 suspects apprehended.

03 vehicles seized.

India

authorities

22. 19 Dec 23 Indonesia/ 

South China 

Sea

At Kualatungkal

LLASDP Port

UNK Drugs Methamphetamine 03 kg Suspected to be smuggled from 

a foreign country by sea.

02 suspects apprehended.

Indonesia

authorities

9
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Sub-Category No

IUU Fishing- Local 15

IUU Fishing - Poaching 03

Total incidents 18
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Sr Date Sub 

Category

Country/ 

Region

Location Details of Vessels 

Involved

Offence Seizure/

Value

Fishers Involved Responder(s)

1. 13 Dec 23 Local Sri Lanka/

Palk Bay

Off Kalmunai 

Point

01 dinghy Illegal fishing 

(sea cucumbers)

Dinghy and 433 sea 

cucumbers

04 apprehended. Sri Lanka

authorities 

2. 13 Dec 23 Local Sri Lanka/

Gulf of Mannar

Off Vankalai 01 dinghy Illegal fishing 

(sea cucumbers)

Dinghy and 80 sea 

cucumbers

03 apprehended. Sri Lanka

authorities 

3. 13 Dec 23 Local Sri Lanka/

Gulf of Mannar

Off Silawathura 02 dinghies Illegal fishing 

(night diving)

Dinghies and 874 sea 

cucumbers

07 apprehended. Sri Lanka

authorities 

4. 13 Dec 23 Local Sri Lanka/

Gulf of Mannar

Off Silawathura 01 dinghy Illegal fishing

(sea cucumbers)

Dinghy and 179 sea 

cucumbers

03 apprehended. Sri Lanka

authorities 

5. 13 Dec 23 Local Sri Lanka/

Indian Ocean

Off Negombo 03 dinghies Illegal fishing 

(sea cucumbers)

Dinghies and 51 sea 

cucumbers

07 apprehended. Sri Lanka

authorities 

6. 15 Dec 23 Local Malaysia/

Malacca Strait

5.6 nm SW of 

Pulau Betong

Island

01 fishing boat Illegal fishing 

(without valid 

documents)

Fishing boat and 300 

kg of fish

04 (02 foreign)

apprehended.

Malaysia

authorities 

7. 15 Dec 23 Local Mauritius/

Indian Ocean

Off Plaine Corail, 

Rodrigues

NA Illegal fishing 256 m illegal fishing 

net

UNK Mauritius

authorities 

8. 16 Dec 23 Local Vietnam/

South China 

Sea

Off Phu Hai 02 fishing vessel

Reg. No. QNg

92796 TS and 

QNg 92197 TS

Illegal fishing

(without valid 

documents)

Fishing vessels 16 apprehended. Vietnam

authorities 

9. 16 Dec 23 Poaching Thailand/

Gulf of Thailand

Off Trat Province 01 foreign fishing 

vessel 

Illegal fishing in 

country's waters

Fishing boat 02 foreign fishermen 

apprehended.

Thailand

authorities

10. 16 Dec 23 Local Mauritius/

Indian Ocean

Off Plaine Corail, 

Rodrigues

NA Illegal fishing 47 m illegal fishing 

net

UNK Mauritius

authorities 

11. 17 Dec 23 Poaching Thailand/

Gulf of Thailand

Off Songkhla 

Province

01 foreign fishing 

vessel 

Illegal fishing in 

country's waters

Fishing boat 06 apprehended. Thailand

Authorities

12. 17 Dec 23 Local Indonesia/

Banda Sea

Off Utan District, 

Sumbawa 

Regency

01 fishing boat Illegal fishing 

(blast fishing)

Fishing boat, fishing 

paraphernalia and fish 

catch

04 apprehended. Indonesia

authorities 

13. 17 Dec 23 Local Indonesia/

Java Sea

Off Utan District, 

Sumbawa 

Regency

01 fishing boat Illegal fishing 

(blast fishing)

Fishing boat and 

fishing nets

04 apprehended. Indonesia

authorities 
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Sr Date Sub 

Category

Country/ 

Region

Location Details of Vessels 

Involved

Offence Seizure/

Value

Fishers Involved Responder(s)

14. 17 Dec 23 Local Malaysia/

Malacca Strait

3.6 nm SE of 

Rimau Island

UNK Illegal fishing 

(banned methods)

07 sets of dragon 

bubu

UNK Malaysia

authorities 

15. 17 Dec 23 Poaching Sri Lanka/

Palk Strait

Off Kovilan 01 foreign fishing 

trawler

Illegal fishing in 

country’s waters

Fishing trawler 14 foreign fishermen 

apprehended.

Sri Lanka

authorities 

16. 17 Dec 23 Local Mauritius/

Indian Ocean

Off Marianne 

Island, Rodrigues

NA Illegal fishing 69 m illegal fishing 

net

UNK Mauritius

authorities 

17. 18 Dec 23 Local Malaysia/

Malacca Strait

Off New Base 

Jetty, Pantai 

Remis

UNK Illegal fishing 

(banned 

methods)

496 sets of 

dragon bubu/ 

USD 10,752

UNK Malaysia

authorities 

18. 18 - 19 Dec 23 Local Malaysia/

Malacca Strait

Off Tanjung

Dawai

UNK Illegal fishing 

(banned 

methods)

670 sets of 

dragon bubu

UNK Malaysia

authorities 
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Total incidents 04
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Sr Date  Country/

Region 

Origin/

Destination

Location  Details of Vessels 

Involved

Migrants

Details

Additional Details Responder(s)

1. 12 Dec 23 Bangladesh/ 

Bay of Bengal

UNK/

Malaysia

At Teknaf, Cox's 

Bazar

UNK 24 rescued 

(12 males, 

06 females and 

06 children)

Reportedly, the migrants were 

suspected of being smuggled out 

to a foreign country by sea.

05 suspects escaped.

Bangladesh authorities

2. 13 Dec 23 Vietnam/ 

Gulf of 

Thailand

UNK/

Vietnam

At Duong Dong 

Passenger Port, 

Phu Quoc

01 yacht 08 apprehended Reportedly, the migrants were 

attempting to enter the country 

illegally.

Yacht seized.

Vietnam authorities

3. 14 Dec 23 Indonesia/ 

Malacca Strait

UNK/

Indonesia

At East Aceh UNK 49 apprehended Reportedly, the migrants were 

attempting to enter the country 

illegally.

Indonesia authorities

4. 10-16 Dec 

23

Mayotte/

Indian Ocean

Comoros/

Mayotte

Off Mayotte 14 boats 

(kwassa-kwassa)

249 apprehended 14 suspected smugglers 

apprehended.

Boats seized.

France authorities
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Sr Date Sub 

Category 

Country/ 

Region

Location Details of Vessels 

Involved

Vessel 

Status 

Additional Details Responder(s)

1. 11 Dec 23 Fire Indonesia/

Malacca Strait

Off Mendol Island, 

Pelalawan

Regency

BINA SARANA 82
Tug

Damaged Fire due to short circuit.

10 crew members rescued.

01 missing.

Indonesia authorities

2. 12 Dec 23 Collision Philippines/ 

South China Sea

77 nm off 

Candon, Ilocos

Sur

SHENG FENG NO. 12
Fishing vessel

Flag - Taiwan

Damaged All 07 fishermen rescued (05 

Indonesian and 02 Taiwanese).

Philippines authorities

01 bulk carrier UNK UNK

3. 13 Dec 23 Sunk Vietnam/ 

South China Sea

10 nm off Nha

Mat

01 fishing vessel Sank Heavy weather.

02/03 fishermen rescued.

01 dead.

Vietnam authorities

4. 13 Dec 23 Capsize Philippines/

Sulu Sea 

Off Barangay San 

Pedro

01 watercraft Sank Heavy weather.

03 persons rescued.

Philippines authorities

5. 13 Dec 23 Vessel 

detained

Malaysia/ 

Malacca Strait

46.2 nm NW of 

Pangkor Island

01 cargo ship Detained Illegal anchoring.

All 20 crew members detained.

Malaysia authorities

6. 13 Dec 23 MEDEVAC India/

Arabian Sea

Off Kochi, Kerala MT AL KHAZNAH
Tanker 

Flag - Liberia

IMO: 9038440 

MMSI: 636010034

Underway 01 Croatian crew member 

evacuated.

Suffered hand injury.

India authorities

7. 13 Dec 23 Aground Maldives/ 

Indian Ocean 

Off L.Dabidhoo

Island 

BASMALA
Local cargo vessel

Aground All 09 crew members rescued.

Salvage operation in progress.

Maldives authorities

8. 13 Dec 23 MEDEVAC Sri Lanka/ 

Indian Ocean

Off Foul Point SEWMINI 3
Fishing trawler 

Reg. No. IMUL-A-0425 MTR

Underway 01 fisherman evacuated. Sri Lanka authorities

9. 13 Dec 23 MEDEVAC Sri Lanka/ 

Indian Ocean

At Trincomalee 01 Navy vessel Berthed 01 Indian crew evacuated. Sri Lanka authorities

10. 14 Dec 23 Sunk Vietnam/ 

South China Sea

12 nm off Nha

Mat

01 fishing vessel 

Reg. No. BL 91089 TS 

Sank Heavy weather.

All 07 fishermen rescued.

Vietnam authorities and 

fishing vessels in the 

vicinity

11. 14 Dec 23 Sunk Vietnam/ 

South China Sea

Off Ky Loi 01 fishing vessel 

Reg. No. HT 20652 

Sank Heavy weather.

All 10 fishermen rescued.

Vietnam authorities and 

fishing vessels in the 

vicinity
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Sr Date Sub 
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Country/ 
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Location Details of Vessels 

Involved

Vessel 

Status 

Additional Details Responder(s)

12. 14 Dec 23 Sunk Vietnam/ 

South China Sea

Off Con Dao 01 fishing vessel Sank Heavy weather.

All 09 fishermen rescued.

Vietnam authorities

13. 14 Dec 23 Flooding Philippines/

Sulu Sea

Off San Francisco 

Quezon and 

Sibuyan Island 

01 boat Towed 

ashore

Heavy weather.

Water ingress.

Both fishermen rescued.

Philippines authorities 

and MV SITC CAGAYAN

14. 14 Dec 23 MEDEVAC India/

Arabian Sea

Off Visakhapatnam,

Andhra Pradesh

MV GREEN K MAX 2
Bulk carrier

Flag - Liberia

IMO: 9838060 

MMSI: 636019563

Underway 01 Philippines crew member 

evacuated.

Sustained leg injury.

India authorities

15. 14 Dec 23 SAR Mauritius/

Indian Ocean

Off Pointe Aux 

Canonnier

01 pleasure craft

Reg. No. PC 7223 OL 14

UNK 02 persons (01 British and 01 

German) went missing while 

diving.

Both rescued.

Mauritius authorities

16. 15 Dec 23 MEDEVAC Thailand/ 

Gulf of Thailand

Off Samut Prakan 01 ship Underway 01 Thai crew member 

evacuated.

Suffered abdomen pain.

Thailand authorities

17. 16 Dec 23 Aground Maldives/ 

Indian Ocean 

Off K.Gulhi Island BONATELA 
Local vessel

Aground All 04 crew members rescued.

Salvage operation in progress.

Maldives authorities

18. 16 Dec 23 Sunk 

India/ 

Arabian Sea

10 nm off Azhikode, 

Kerala

ALBHUTHA MATHA
Local fishing vessel 

Sank All 04 fishermen rescued. Local fishermen and 

India authorities 

19. 17 Dec 23 Sunk Vietnam/ 

South China Sea

35 nm N of Da 

Nang

GIA BAO 19
General cargo ship

Flag - Vietnam  

IMO: 8667880

MMSI: 574012339

Sank All 09 crew members rescued. Vietnam authorities and 

a fishing boat in the 

vicinity 

20. 17 Dec 23 Mechanical 

failure

Myanmar/ 

Bay of Bengal

Off Kyaukpyu 01 fishing boat Towed 

ashore 

Engine failure and adrift.

All 05 fishermen rescued.

Myanmar authorities

21. 17 Dec 23 Capsize India/ 

Bay of Bengal

Off Revupolavaram, 

Visakhapatnam, 

Andhra Pradesh

01 fishing boat Sank 01 fisherman dead. India authorities 
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Location Details of Vessels 

Involved
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Status 

Additional Details Responder(s)

22. 17 Dec 23 MEDEVAC India/

Bay of Bengal

Off Visakhapatnam,

Andhra Pradesh

BULK LAMBERT
Bulk Carrier

Flag - Malta 

IMO: 9457555 

MMSI: 229650000

Underway 01 Philippines crew member 

evacuated.

Sustained hand injury.

India authorities

23. 18 Dec 23 Vessel 

detained

Malaysia/ 

Malacca Strait

11 nm SW of 

Sekinchan

01 tanker Detained Illegal anchoring.

All 12 crew members detained.

Malaysia authorities

24. 18 Dec 23 Capsize India/ 

Arabian Sea

Off Bhatkal, 

Karnataka

01 fishing boat Sank Both fishermen dead. India authorities 

25. 18 Dec 23 MEDEVAC Somalia/

Gulf of Aden

In Gulf of Aden MV RUEN
Bulk carrier

Flag - Malta 

IMO: 9754903

MMSI: 249517000

Anchored 01 Bulgaria crew member 

evacuated.

Suffered a bullet injury near his 

shoulder.

India authorities

26. 18 Dec 23 Sunk Mauritius/ 

Indian Ocean

Off ST Francois 01 pleasure craft

Reg. No. PPC 9002 OL 08 

Sank Unmanned pleasure craft sank 

in the lagoon.

Mauritius authorities

27. 19 Dec 23 Mechanical 

failure

Vietnam/ 

South China Sea

05 nm off Spratly 

Island

01 fishing vessel

Reg. No. BD 96695 TS 

Underway Engine failure.

All 06 fishermen safe.

Defect rectified.

Vietnam authorities

Sr Date Sub 

Category 

Country/ 

Region

Location Details of Vessels 

Involved

Vessel 

Status 

Additional Details Responder(s)

1. 02 Dec 23 Aground Indonesia/ 

Singapore Strait

W of Batam LIBERTY 
Tanker

Flag - Cameroon 

IMO: 9207027

MMSI: 613003739

Refloated Laden with nearly 01 M barrels of 

fuel.

No marine environment pollution 

or oil spill reported.

Refloated on 14 Dec 23.  

Indonesia authorities

Update to WMSU (07 -13 DEC 23)



M
A

R
IT

IM
E 

S
EC

U
R

IT
Y

 T
H

R
EA

T
S

 (
H

Y
B

R
ID

)

MARITIME SECURITY
UPDATE

WEEKLY 

www.indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior/ 2023
14 - 20 DEC

21

Total incidents 09
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Sr Date Country/ 

Region

Location Details of Vessels 

Involved

Incident Details

1. 13 Dec 23

0643 LT

Yemen/

Red Sea

50 nm W of 

Hodeidah

ARDMORE ENCOUNTER
Tanker 

Flag - Marshall Islands

IMO: 9654579

MMSI: 538005093

On 13 Dec 23, MT ARDMORE ENCOUNTER was attacked by 02 missiles about 50 nm W of 

Hodeidah, Yemen. 

Both missiles missed and exploded about 0.1 nm astern of the tanker.

Tanker is underway and all crew members are safe.

2. 13 Dec 23 Yemen/ 

Red Sea

50 nm W of 

Hodeidah

NA On 13 Dec 23, a US Navy ship shot down an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) about 50 nm 

W of Port Hodeidah, Yemen.

3. 14 Dec 23

1630 LT

Yemen/

Red Sea

13° 21’.3 N 

042° 47’.1 E

MAERSK GIBRALTAR
Container ship 

Flag - Hong Kong 

IMO: 9739692

MMSI: 477636200

On 14 Dec 23, MV MAERSK GIBRALTAR  was attacked by a ballistic missile in the 

International Shipping Lane (ILS), N of Bab el-Mandeb Strait off Yemen.

The master reported an explosion in the vicinity (50 m, port quarter).

All crew and vessel are safe.

4. 15 Dec 23

1300 LT

Yemen/

Red Sea

60 nm SW of 

Hodeidh

AL JASRAH
Container ship 

Flag - Liberia 

IMO: 9732321

MMSI: 636093137

On 15 Dec 23, MV AL JASRAH was hit by a projectile about 60 nm SW of Hodeidh, Yemen, 

on portside cargo deck causing fire onboard. 

One container fell overboard due to the impact of the projectile.

Fire was extinguished by ship’s crew.

All crew members are safe.

5. 15 Dec 23

1340 LT

Yemen/

Red Sea

27 nm WSW of 

Mokha

MSC PALATIUM III
Container ship 

Flag - Liberia 

IMO: 9336165

MMSI: 636018562

On 15 Dec 23, MSC PALATIUM III was hit by a missile in the ISL, 27 nm WSW of Mokha, 

Yemen. 

Explosion caused fire and was extinguished by ship’s crew.

All crew members are safe.

6. 16 Dec 23 Yemen/ 

Red Sea

In Red Sea NA On 16 Dec 23, a US Navy ship shot down 14 unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) in the Red Sea 

off Yemen.

7. 16 Dec 23 Yemen/ 

Red Sea

In Red Sea NA On 16 Dec 23, a UK Navy ship shot down an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) in the Red Sea 

off Yemen.

8. 18 Dec 23

0852 LT

Yemen/

Red Sea

13° 25.3’ N 

042° 42.3’ E

SWAN ATLANTIC
Tanker

Flag - Cayman Islands 

IMO: 9790464

MMSI: 319113500

On 18 Dec 23, MT SWAN ATLANTIC was attacked by a projectile about 30 nm NW of 

Mokha, Yemen.

Explosion was reported on port quarter of the vessel.

Both the vessel and crew members are reportedly safe.
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Sr Date Country/ 

Region

Location Details of Vessels 

Involved

Incident Details

9. 18 Dec 23 Yemen/

Red Sea

Off Mokha MSC CLARA
Container ship

Flag - Panama  

IMO: 9708693

MMSI: 374766000

On 18 Dec 23, MSC CLARA reported an explosion in the vicinity of the vessel off Mokha, 

Yemen. 

The vessel and crew members are reportedly safe.
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• Piracy attack on MV Ruen in Central Arabian Sea: Incident Analysis by IFC-IOR

IFC-IOR monitored a MAYDAY alert raised by MV RUEN on Mercury Net and initiated a response

through its international and national linkages. Indian Navy’s assistance was sought, and a maritime

patrol aircraft undertaking surveillance in the area and its warship on anti-piracy patrol in the Gulf of

Aden were diverted to locate and assist MV RUEN. Certain salient observations from the incident

are:-

▪ Use of Dhow as Mother Ship. Somali pirates hijacked a dhow operating off Somalia and

utilised the same for attacking/ hijacking MV. Utilisation of hijacked dhow provided reach and

sustenance to pirates from mainland Somalia upto high seas. It was observed that the dhow

maintained in proximity of MV after boarding till the pirates established control over the

vessel, as a possible means for a quick exit in case of intervention by naval forces.

▪ Selection of Area of Hijacking. Attack/ hijacking of the MV was undertaken at high seas

(Central Arabian Sea), well clear of shipping/ fishing. Further, the area chosen by pirates for

attacking/ hijacking the vessel was also well clear of embarkation/ disembarkation point of

private Marine Armed Security Personnel (PMASP) ex-floating armouries. The scene of

incident also had limited presence of warship in vicinity.

▪ Usage of Citadel/ Safe House. The crew had safely evacuated to citadel/ safe house onboard

the MV and had established communication with a naval maritime patrol aircraft.
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Statement from Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III on ensuring freedom of navigation in the Red Sea

https://www.defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/3621110/statement-from-secretary-of-defense-lloyd-j-austin-iii-on-ensuring-freedom-of-n/

Scan to Access Working Definitions 
used  for Maritime Safety and 
Security Incidents.

Scan to Access
Reports

*** End of Report ***

https://www.defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/3621110/statement-from-secretary-of-defense-lloyd-j-austin-iii-on-ensuring-freedom-of-n/

