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DISCLAIMER

Information collated in the IFC-IOR’s reports have been derived from various

internal and external linkages such as partner nations, other maritime stakeholders, agencies and

open sources. The report aims to undertake analysis of incidents by establishing trends and

anomalies to ensure safety and security of mariners and seafarers. While due care and effort has

been taken to ensure veracity of data, due diligence may be exercised for subsequent usage of

information contained therein. The positions of incidents depicted in some cases may be

approximate or indicative. IFC-IOR requests and seeks assistance of all stakeholders to report

incidents in the region to undertake accurate predictive and prescriptive analysis so as to build a

comprehensive picture of existing threats in the maritime domain. The information contained in the

report and the analysis thereon, is not reflective of the views of the Government of India or Indian

Navy in any manner.
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Category No

Piracy & Armed Robbery 03

Contraband Smuggling 13

IUU Fishing 11

Irregular Human Migration 03

Maritime Incidents 32

Maritime Security Threats (Hybrid) Nil

Cyber Security Threats Nil

Marine Environment Pollution 01

Climate Change & Security Nil

Others Nil

Total incidents 63

Cyclone(s) Nil
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Sub-Category No

Attack Nil

Kidnap Nil

Hijack Nil

Hijack & Kidnap Nil

Sea Robbery Nil

Sea Theft 01

Illegal Boarding Nil

Attempted Sea Robbery Nil

Attempted Sea Theft 01

Attempted Boarding Nil

Suspicious Approach 01

Total incidents 03
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Sr Date/

Time

Sub 

Category  

Country/

Region

Location

Lat/Long

Vessel  

Details 

Incident 

Details  

Crew 

Status

Vessel/ Post 

Incident Status

Responder(s)

1. 27 Sep 23 Suspicious 

Approach

Arabian 

Sea 

13 20 N 

064 21 E

IZARO
Fishing vessel

Flag - Spain

IMO: 9684500

Approached by a skiff at high

speed with three perpetrators

onboard.

All crew 

members 

safe

Safe NA

2. 20 Sep 23 Sea theft Mauritius/

Indian

Ocean

Off

Calodyne

Pleasure craft

Reg. No. PPC 7607

OL 12

Unknown number of perpetrators

boarded the vessel.

Pleasure craft stolen.

Found aground on 22 Sep 23.

UNK Aground Mauritius

authorities

3. 26 Sep 23 Attempted

Sea theft

Oman/

Gulf of 

Oman

In Muscat UNK 05 perpetrators apprehended.

Reportedly, perpetrators were

involved in stealing boat engines.

UNK UNK Oman

authorities
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Sub-Category No

Alcohol Nil

Domestic Products 02

Drugs 06

Fuel 01

Natural Resources 02

Tobacco 01

Weapons Nil

Wildlife 01

Others Nil

Total incidents 13
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Sr Date Country/

Region

Location Vessel

Details 

Type Product Qty/

Value 

Additional Details Responder(s)

1. 21 Sep 23 Philippines/ 

South China 

Sea

At Port of Subic UNK Drugs Methamphetamine 530 kg/

USD 67,146,000

Found inside a container.

Mis-declared as animal 

feed.

Philippines 

authorities

2. 25 Sep 23 Philippines/

Philippines 

Sea

Off Minterbro

Wharf, Barangay 

Liang

01 boat Tobacco Cigarettes 1,152 boxes /

USD 494,760

13 suspects apprehended.

Boat seized.

Philippines 

authorities

3. 26 Sep 23 Myanmar/ 

Andaman sea

At Asia World Port 

Terminal 

Container 

Checkpoint, 

Yangon

UNK Domestic 

products

Mobile phones 

and accessories

USD 1,551 Concealed inside a 

container.

Without valid documents.

Myanmar

authorities

4. 26 Sep 23 Sri Lanka/

Indian Ocean

At Daluwa Beach, 

Puttalam

UNK Natural 

resources

Kendu leaves 1,236 kg Found in 40 packages.

02 suspects apprehended.

02 vehicles seized.

Sri Lanka

authorities

5. 26 Sep 23 Malaysia/

South China 

Sea

58 nm off Kudat, 

Sabah

02 fishing 

trawlers 

Wildlife Various species of 

marine life

5,344 kg/

USD 319,471

06 suspects apprehended.

Fishing trawlers seized.

Malaysia

authorities

6. 27 Sep 23 Sri Lanka/ 

Palk Strait

At Pumattei 

Beach, Kareinagar

01 dinghy Drugs Cannabis 100.85 kg /

USD 101,772

Found in 49 packages.

Dinghy seized.

Sri Lanka

authorities

7. 28 Sep 23 India/ 

Arabian Sea

At Gandhi Dham, 

Gujarat 

UNK Drugs Cocaine 80 kg/

USD 96,291,216

Found in 80 packets (01 

kg each)

India

authorities

8. 28 Sep 23 Indonesia/ 

South China 

Sea

Off Keranggan, 

Mentok, West 

Banka Regency

12 

pontoons

Natural 

Resources

Sand UNK Illegal mining.

Without valid documents.

Suspected smugglers 

(mine workers) 

apprehended.

Indonesia

authorities

7
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Location Vessel

Details 

Type Product Qty/

Value 

Additional Details Responder(s)

9. 30 Sept 23 Pakistan/

Arabian Sea

Pakistan 

International 

Container 

Terminal, Karachi

UNK Drugs Cannabis (hashish) 125 kg Found in a container of 

onions.

Suspected to be smuggled 

to a foreign country.

Pakistan 

authorities

10. 30 Sep 23 Vietnam/ 

Gulf of 

Thailand

Off An Thoi Port 02 vessels Fuel Diesel 110,000 L Without valid documents.

Vessels seized.

Vietnam

authorities

11. 30 Sept 23 Vietnam/

South China 

Sea

Off Tra Co, Mong

Cai City

01 

wooden 

raft 

Domestic 

products

Breeding chickens 18,000/ 

USD 31,110

Found in 1,965 plastic 

trays.

Without valid documents.

01 suspect apprehended.

Raft seized.

Vietnam 

authorities

12. 01 Oct 23 Qatar/

Persian Gulf

At Hamad Port NA Drug Cannabis 87.54 kg Hidden in fodder 

containers.

Qatar

authorities

13. 02 Oct 23 Iran/ 

Gulf of 

Oman

Gulf of Oman 04 fishing 

vessel

Drugs Heroin, hashish, 

crystal and opium

46 kg, 5.2 ton, 

135 kg and 612 

kg

17 suspects apprehended. Iran 

authorities

8
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Sub-Category No

IUU Fishing- Local 09

IUU Fishing - Poaching 02

Total incidents 11
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Sr Date Sub 

Category

Country/ 

Region

Location Vessel 

Details 

Offence Seizure/

Value

Fishers Involved Responder(s)

1. 24 Sep 23 Local India/

Arabian Sea

At Thikodi, 

Kerala 

07 fishing boats Illegal fishing of 

juvenile fish

Boats seized UNK India

authorities 

2. 27 Sep 23 Local Sri Lanka/

Palk Strait

Off Jaffna 01 dinghy Illegal fishing 250 sea 

cucumbers and 

diving gears

03 fishermen 

apprehended.

Dinghy seized.

Sri Lankan 

authorities

3. 27 Sep 23 Local Mauritius/

Indian 

Ocean

Off Oyster Bay, 

Rodrigues

UNK Illegal fishing 79 m of illegal 

fishing net 

UNK Mauritian

authorities 

4. 27 Sep 23 Local Mauritius/

Indian 

Ocean

Off Port 

Mathurin, 

Rodrigues

UNK Illegal fishing 34 m of illegal 

fishing net 

UNK Mauritian

authorities 

5. 27 Sep 23 Poaching Malaysia/

South China 

Sea

88 nm off 

Tanjung 

Kidurong, 

Bintulu

01 foreign fishing 

boat

Illegal fishing in 

country's waters

Fishing boat 

and fishing 

paraphernalia/ 

USD 212,981

05 foreign fishermen 

apprehended

Malaysia

authorities

6. 29 Sep 23 Local Vietnam/ 

South China 

Sea

Off Con Dao 01 fishing boat Illegal fishing (fishing 

in prohibited area)

Fishing boat 01 fisherman 

apprehended.

Vietnam 

authorities

7. 30 Sep 23 Local Vietnam/ 

South China 

Sea

Off Tra Co 01 fishing vessel Illegal fishing 

(without valid 

documents)

Fishing vessel 01 fisherman 

apprehended.

Vietnam 

authorities

8. 01 Oct 23 Poaching Malaysia/

South China 

Sea

Off Sungai 

Bahru

02 foreign fishing 

boats

Illegal fishing in 

country's waters

Fishing boats 

and fishing 

paraphernalia.

03 foreign fishermen 

apprehended

Malaysia

authorities

9. 02 Oct 23 Local Sri Lanka/

Bay of 

Bengal

Off Norway 

Island

01 dinghy Illegal fishing Dinghy and 

fishing 

paraphernalia.

06 apprehended Sri Lanka

authorities 

10. 02 Oct 23 Local Sri Lanka/

Bay of 

Bengal

In Erakkandi UNK Illegal fishing using 

explosives

Vehicle (lorry) 

and 105 kg of 

fish.

01 apprehended Sri Lanka

authorities 
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Sr Date Sub 

Category

Country/ 

Region

Location Vessel 

Details 

Offence Seizure/

Value

Fishers Involved Responder(s)

11. 03 Oct 23 Local Mauritius/

Indian 

Ocean

Off Mahebourg NA Illegal fishing (use of 

prohibited fishing 

implements)

UNK 01 fisherman Mauritius

authorities 
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Total incidents 03
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Sr Date  Country/

Region 

Origin/

Destination

Location  Vessel 

Details 

Migrants

Details

Additional Details Responder(s)

1. 24 Sep-01 

Oct 23

Mayotte/

Indian 

Ocean

Comoros/

Mayotte

Off Mayotte 16 boats

(kwassa-kwassa)

121 apprehended 13 suspected smugglers 

apprehended.

Boats seized.

France 

authorities

2. 03 Oct 23 Oman/

Arabian 

Sea

UNK/

Oman

Off North 

Batinah 

01 boat 34 apprehended Migrants were attempting to 

enter via sea route. 

Oman 

authorities

3. 03 Oct 23 Indonesia/ 

Indian 

Ocean

Indonesia/ 

Australia

In 

Palabuhanra

tu

UNK 29 apprehended 02 suspected smugglers 

apprehended.

Suspected to be smuggled to a 

foreign country via sea route.

Indonesia 

authorities
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Total incidents 32
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Sr Date Sub 

Category 

Country/ 

Region

Location Details of Vessels 

Involved

Vessel 

Status 

Additional Details Responder(s)

1. 22 Sep 23 Vessel 

Detained 

Mauritius/ 

Indian 

Ocean

Off Grand 

Gaube

01 fishing boat 

Reg. No. B 351 AF 99 

Detained Suspected to be involved in 

illegal activities.

Mauritius

authorities

2. 24 Sep 23 Sunk Indonesia/ 

South 

China Sea

Off Padang 

Tikar, Kubu

District

MAS ISLAND 07
Tugboat

Sank Heavy weather.

All 08 crew members rescued.

Vietnam

authorities

3. 26 Sep 23 SAR Indonesia/

Arafura 

Sea

Off Timika, 

South Papua 

Province

01 speedboat Recovered  All (two) crew members rescued.

Speedboat recovered on 28 Sep 

23.

Indonesia

authorities

4. 26 Sep 23 SAR Indonesia/ 

Molucca 

Sea

Off North 

Halmahera 

Regency, 

North Maluku

01 fishing boat Recovered  One fisherman rescued.

Fishing boat recovered on 28 

Sep 23.

Indonesia

authorities

5. 26 Sep 23 Mechanical 

failure

India/ 

Arabian 

Sea

Off New 

Mangalore, 

Karnataka 

THIRUCHENDUR 
MURUGAN
Fishing boat

Towed 

ashore

Engine failure.

All fishermen rescued.

India

authority 

6. 26 Sep 23 SAR Indonesia/ 

South 

China Sea

off Tembelok, 

Jambi

01 vessel (pontoon) Recovered All three persons rescued on          

28 Sep 23.

Indonesia

authorities

7. 27 Sep 23 Collision Indonesia/ 

Java Sea

Off Banjar 

Sompang, 

Bali

BLUE LAGOON
Passenger boat

UNK 14/15 persons rescued.

01 dead.

Indonesia

authorities

KABILA
Boat

UNK UNK 

8. 27 Sep 23 Fire Maldives/ 

Indian 

Ocean

At K.Thilafushi

Harbour

VAALIYA 07

Local fuel boat

Sank Loaded with 2,000 L of diesel.

06 crew members rescued.

Fire extinguished.

Maldives

authorities
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Sr Date Sub 

Category 

Country/ 

Region

Location Details of Vessels 

Involved

Vessel 

Status 

Additional Details Responder(s)

9. 28 Sep 23 Capsize Vietnam/ 

South China 

Sea

Off Tran Island 01 fishing boat Sank Heavy weather.

All three fishermen rescued.

Vietnam authorities

10. 28 Sep 23 Mechanical 

failure

Vietnam/ 

South China 

Sea

20 nm NE of 

Spratly Island

01 fishing vessel

Reg. No. QNa

9123403 TS

Towed 

ashore

Encountered engine failure.

Defect rectified.

Vietnam authorities

11. 28 Sep 23 Vessel 

detained 

Mauritius/ 

Indian 

Ocean

Off Cap 

Malheureux

01 pleasure craft Detained Reportedly, the pleasure craft 

was suspected to be involved in 

illegal activities.

02 crew members apprehended.

01 satellite phone, navigational 

instrument and 125 L of fuel 

seized.

Mauritius

authorities

12. 28 Sep 23 Sunk Indonesia/ 

Indian 

Ocean

Off Rote Ndao, 

East Nusa 

Tenggara

01 small boat Sank 03 persons onboard.

01 survived.

01 dead.

01 missing.

SAR initiated.

Indonesia

authorities

13. 28 Sep 23 Capsize India/

Bay of 

Bengal

Off Kanyakumari, 

Tamil Nadu

01 fishing boat Sank 13 fishermen rescued.

01 dead.

02 missing.

SAR initiated.

Local fishing boats in 

the vicinity and India 

authorities

14. 28 Sep 23 Vessel 

detained 

India/ 

Arabian Sea

At Okha, Gujarat 01 fishing boat Detained Without valid documents.

05 (03 foreign and 02 local) 

apprehended.

01 satellite phone and boat 

seized.

India authorities
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Sr Date Sub 

Category 

Country/ 

Region

Location Details of Vessels 

Involved

Vessel 

Status 

Additional Details Responder(s)

15. 29 Sep 23 MEDEVAC Malaysia/

Malacca 

Strait

Off Tanjung

Rhu

MV ZHONG GU JI LIN 
Cargo vessel

Flag - China

IMO: 9232113

MMSI: 414239000

Underway 01 crew member evacuated.

Suffered eye injury while 

operating the ship’s 

equipment.

Malaysia authorities

16. 29 Sep 23 Mechanical 

failure

Indonesia/

Banda Sea

Off Lasalimu

Wabula, Buton

Regency

01 fishing boat UNK Heavy weather.

Encountered engine failure.

01 fisherman rescued.

Indonesia authorities

17. 29 Sep 23 MEDEVAC Vietnam/ 

South 

China Sea

Off Da Nanag

Port

DHT SUNDARBANS 
Tanker

Flag - Hong Kong

IMO: 9590876

MMSI: 477793100

Underway 01 crew member evacuated.

Suffered head injury.

Vietnam authorities

18 30 Sep 23 MEDEVAC Mauritius/

Indian 

Ocean

Off Port Louis MV MAESRSK LINS 
Cargo vessel

Flag - Denmark 

IMO: 9527025

MMSI: 219506000

Underway 01 crew member evacuated. Mauritius authorities

19. 30 Sep 23 Sunk Bangladesh

/ Bay of 

Bengal

10.5 nm SE of 

Bhasanchar

Light House

01 fishing boat Sank Heavy weather.

Water ingress.

All 13  fishermen rescued.

Bangladesh 

authorities

20. 30 Sep 23 Sunk Sri Lanka/ 

Bay of 

Bengal

Off 

Kankasanthurai

01 vessel Sank No casualties reported. Sri Lanka

authorities

21. 30 Sep 23 Mechanical 

failure

Indonesia/

Celebes 

Sea

Off 

Tagulandang, 

North Sulawesi

KM NAFILA 
Passenger Ship

Towed 

ashore

Engine failure.

All 15 persons rescued on 02 

Oct 23.

Indonesia authorities
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Sr Date Sub 

Category 

Country/ 

Region

Location Details of Vessels 

Involved

Vessel 

Status 

Additional Details Responder(s)

22. 30 Sep 23 SAR India/

Arabian 

Sea

10 nm NW of 

Azhikode, 

Thrissur,  Kerala

ANJALI
01 fishing boat

Towed 

ashore

Engine failure.

11 fishermen rescued.

India authorities

23. 30 Sep 23 Capsize Maldives/

Indian 

Ocean

Off Rannalhi

Island,

01 small boat Sank All 04 person rescued. Maldives authorities

24. 01 Oct 23 Fire Vietnam/

South 

China Sea

Off Hai Phong

Port

01 fishing boat UNK Fire extinguished.

No casualties  reported.

Vietnam

authorities.

25. 01 Oct 23 Aground Mauritius/ 

Indian 

Ocean

Off Benitier

Island

01 pleasure craft 

Reg. No. PPC 7556 OL 

10

Towed 

ashore

All 09 crew rescued. Mauritius

authorities

26. 01 Oct 23 SAR Indonesia/ 

Banda Sea

Off Wanci Island 01 fishing boat UNK 01 fisherman missing.

SAR initiated.

Indonesia

authorities

27. 01 Oct 23 Capsize Indonesia/

Java Sea

Off Sanga-Sanga 

Muara

01 fishing vessel Sank Heavy weather.

Water ingress.

04 fishermen rescued.

01 missing.

SAR initiated.

Indonesia authorities

28. 02 Oct 23 Sunk Philippines/ 

Sulu Sea

Off Zamboanga 

City

FB JAYSON-7
fishing boat

Sank Heavy weather.

15 fishermen rescued.

01 dead.

02 missing.

SAR initiated.

Fishing boat

FB JAL-10 and 

Philippines 

authorities 

29. 02 Oct 23 Mechanical 

failure

Indonesia/

Celebes 

Sea

Off Laonti 01 passenger ship Towed 

ashore

Engine failure.

All 19 persons rescued. 

Indonesia authorities
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Sr Date Sub 

Category 

Country/ 

Region

Location Details of Vessels 

Involved

Vessel 

Status 

Additional Details Responder(s)

30. 02 Oct 23 Collision Philippines/

South 

China Sea

85 nm NW of 

Scarborough 

Shoal

F/B DEARYN
Fishing boat

PACIFIC ANNA
Oil tanker

Flag - Marshall Islands

IMO: 9772010

MMSI: 538006923

Sank

Underway

11 fishermen survived.

03 dead.

Philippines 

authorities 

31. 03 Oct 23 Aground Maldives/

Indian 

Ocean

At K.Guhli

Harbour

ITHUBAARU
Ferry

UNK Heavy weather.

All 44  persons evacuated.

Maldives

authorities and locals

32. 03 Oct 23 Sunk Vietnam/

South 

China Sea

Off Kinh Hoi Fishing vessel 

Reg. No. KG-90255-

TS 

Sank Heavy weather.

All 15 fishermen rescued.

Vietnam authorities
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Total incidents 01
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Sr Date Sub
Category 

Country/ 
Region

Location Details of 
Vessels Involved

Vessel 
Status 

Additional Details Responder(s)

1. 30 Sep 23 Marine 

environment 

pollution

Philippines/

Sulu Sea

Off Puerto 

Princesa, 

Port, 

Palawan

NA NA Approximately two drums of spilled oil was

collected from 500-square-meter affected

waters.

Oil spill contained by local authorities.

Philippines 

authorities



MARITIME SECURITY
UPDATE

WEEKLY 

S
IG

N
IF

IC
A

N
T

 IN
C

ID
EN

T
 (

S
)

2023
28 SEP - 04 OCT

www.indiannavy.nic.in/ifc-ior/ 

22

• Iran seizes four vessels smuggling drugs off Oman

On 02 Oct 23, Iran authorities seized four vessels and apprehended 17 suspects with 46 kg of heroin, 5.2 tons of hashish, 135 kg of

crystal meth, 612 kg of opium off Oman, some quantity of ammunition and guns. Reportedly, the contraband was suspected to be

smuggled into the country via sea route.
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Review of Maritime Transport 2023.

https://unctad.org/publication/review-maritime-transport-2023

Advancing Maritime Operations through Autonomous Systems.

https://www.rebellionresearch.com/advancing-maritime-operations-through-autonomous-systems

Robots to Search Ships' Hulls for Cocaine Bales.

https://maritime-executive.com/article/australia-uses-robots-to-search-ships-hulls-for-cocaine-bales

Scan to Access Working Definitions 
used  for Maritime Safety and 
Security Incidents.

Scan to Access
Reports

*** End of Report ***

https://unctad.org/publication/review-maritime-transport-2023
https://www.rebellionresearch.com/advancing-maritime-operations-through-autonomous-systems
https://maritime-executive.com/article/australia-uses-robots-to-search-ships-hulls-for-cocaine-bales

